after bombings kill 190 


BOMBAY, INDIA—INDIAN INVESTIGATORS ON 
‘Wednesday combed through the twisted and 
{orn wreckage of tran cars ripped apart a day 
|- earler by well-coordinatad bombings that lied 

490 people and wounded hundreds during the 
city’s evening rush hour. 

“The eight bombs tore through packad trans, 
stunning the bustling port cty of Bombay (Mum- 
bal that embodies India's global ambitions and 
a 'BOMBAY/AT 


KEYTOPI-B 
FERTILIZER 
SCAM: na 
California jail 
for the past ix 
days, Bolante 
has to pay ball 
‘$100,000 for 
i Fay histemporary 
aiil release. amore 


OPLAN TRIDENT 


‘Magdalo plotted 
special operation 
ys 20 Arroyo allies’ 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


Senga’s | =" 


defense lost 
in translation 


By Christine ©. Avendaño 


"NOBODY CAN HAWAK ME.” 

‘Which does not translate 
tothe outgoing Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Generoso Senga as “un- 
touchable” but to"no one 
has a hold on me.” 

‘Thus did Senga defend 
himself after a military panel 
probing the Feb. 24 coupat- 
tempt alleged that he waited 
two hours before calling an 
emergency meeting of the 
service commanders after 
learning about the plot. 

‘The military report does 
not say if Senga immediate- 
$ lyalerted Ms Arroyo to the 

planned withdrawal of sup- 
Port of the Scout Rangers, 
Marines and the Special Ac- 
tion Forces on Feb, 24, 

Senga, who was the 
guest of honor at the 
turnover of command of 
Col. Romeo Prestoza as the 

SENGA'S/AR 


withthe 


Arroyo. 


HAIL TO THE CHIEFS: The Commander In Chlef looks up to the incoming AFP Chief of Staff Gen, 
Hermogenes Esperon who replaces Gen. Generoso Senga (left) on July 21. 


Bombay picks up pieces 


“OPERATION PLAN TRIDENT, 
allegedly the latest plot by rebel ~f" 
soldiers to oust President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo was supposed to 
target 20 allies of the President. 
‘The Army and Philippine Na- 
tional Police spokespersons yes- 
terday said the plot, named after 
a three-pronged spear associated 
reek god of the sea, Po- 
seidon, was exposed in docu- 
ments seized following the cap- 
ture on July 7 of six renegade sol- 
diers in a safe house near the 
Batasang Pambansa complex that 
they were supposed to storm and 
where they would seize lawmak- 
ers as hostages in a bid to oust Ms 


A document released to re- 
porters said one of the objectives 
(ofthe operation was to embarrass 
Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr, 
the Army chief and incoming 
chief of staff of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, among other 
well-known personalities in the 
Arroyo administration, 

Esperon, who had served as 
chief of the Presidential Security 
Group, was one of four generals 
implicated in the "Hello Gare!” 
wiretaps that the opposition said 
were evidence Ms Arroyo stole the 
‘May 2004 presidential election. 
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By T] Burgonio and Nikko Dizon 

CALLS FOR EXTRADITION WERE AIRED YESTERDAY AS 
news broke that the former agriculture undersecretary 
embroiled in the P728-million fertilizer fund scam had 
been arrested on visa matters in the United States. 


Senate President Franklin Drilon who had defied summonses from the 
called on the government to seek the chamber for months and whom it sub- 
extradition of Jocelyn ‘Jocjoc” Bolante, sequently ordered arrested last year. 


4sections / Vol.21 / No.215 


wabia: warwing7.net 


PIs 


Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr, who was en route to the 
Philippines from Spain when reached 
by the Inquirer, offered a similar view: 
“{Bolante] probably violated US laws. 
No matter, we need him here to put a 
closure to the fertilizer scam.” 

“Good development,” Pimentel 
added in a text message, referring to 
Bolante's arrest. "It gives him a chance 
to clarify where the over P1 billion in 


Vanuatu happiest place 
on Earth; RP ranks 17 


LONDON—THETINY 
South Pacific Ocean 
archipelago of Vanuatu 
Is the happlest country 
onEarth, according toa 
study that measures 
quality of fe against 
environmental impact. 
Among 178 nations, 


SIMPLENG 
BUHAY, mas 
MASAYA! y 


VANUATU A4 


US jails GMA point man 


Ex-Agri Undersecretary Bolante’s extradition urged 


fertilizer money for the farmers went, 
and who benefited from it.” 

Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr, chair of 
the Senate committee that looked into 
the fund scam, also said the govern- 
ment should seek Bolante's extradition 
5o he could face investigation before 
the Ombudsman. 

“But I don’t know if [it has] the will,” 
Magsaysay said in a phone interview, 

usjans/as 
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\- del Puerto 


STORM-TOSSED LIFE 


[semdecteeeent near the Manila Yacht Club on 


Florita’s fury drives the homeless like Jacky Obarco to seek warmth and shelter with her children Jon Loule, 


Roxas Boulevard, 


3, and Nano, f,and thelr pet 
aowa 


By Christian V. Esguerra any indication. 


LEADERS OF THE INFLUENTIAL Cardinal Vidal 
Roman Catholic hierarchy in the 

Philippines are no strangers to 
the Arroyo administration's gen- 
erosity, if documents from the 
state-run Philippine Amusement 
and Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) are 
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ment the President ha 
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that in the choice 
members, the Armed 
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In September 2005, Ricardo 
nd Archbishops 
Angel Lagdameo and Paciano 


and P500,000. All three refused 


cording to copies of the docu- 


PREMIUM ON LOYALTY 


Esperon next AFP chief of staff; 
Lapus new education secretary 


By GIC. Cabacungan Jr. 
UNSWERVING LOYALTY HASBE- ce 


come the overriding factor in Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo's choices 


Jeftist-rightist coup arcempt in the 
um,” said Executive Secretary Ed- 

uardo Ermita after the announce- 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon as the 
Forces of the Philippines and Tar- 


n only surmise that the 
framers of Constitution know 


the police the President (has) the 


reenter | each NS ERR O 


ments obtained by the INqUIRER 
from a Pagcor insider who asked 
nottobe named for security rea- 


sons. 
fered cash 
n P300,000 


tended reciplents. 


” Ermita said. 


and Mala- 
nding off a 
quashing a 


high premi- 


jå named Lt, 
the Armed 


as the new lo Garel” tape as basis. 


Esperon, who previously head- 
ed Ms Arroyo's Presidential Sect 
rity Group, was mentioned by for- 
mer Election Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Garcillano in his wiretapped 
conversation with the President. 


of Cabinet 
Forces and 


4 


Stamped on each check vouch- 
er was the word "cancelled," 
meaning, the insider explained, 
the amounts did not reach the In- 


sole prerogative to choose be- 
cause that It is absolutely criti- 


"As in the military, the com- 
mander alone is responsible for 
the accomplishment of her objec- 
tives so she has to choose people 
who could help her,” he said. 

Upon his appointment as Army 
chief last year, Esperon had al- 
ready been touted to be the most 
Likely successor of AFP Chief of 
Staff Gen. Generoso Senga be- 
cause of the instrumental role he 
played in the President's victory 
În the 2004 elections as claimed 
by opposition who cited the 


Vidal, 2 bishops spurned Pagcor cash 


‘The cash donations were many 
times higher than the amount con- 
tained in envelopes that supposed 
messengers of Malacañang tried 10 
diseibute to members of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference ofthe 
pines during ther plenary as- 

sembly in Manila lst weekend, 
VIDAL Ad 


Lapus Is one of Ms Arroyo's 
staunchest defenders in the 
House of Representatives, Ermita 
has openly credited Lapus for 
“nurturing” che passage of the fis- 
cal reform package in the House 
last year, 

"The President is looking at 
thelr track record .. she did not 
think twice in recrulting them,” 
Ermita sald, 

He denied that the President 
made loyalty het most desired 
virtue among her men in reac- 
tion to the sudden resignation 
of her most trusted Cabinet 
secretaries ahd government 
executives—collectlvely 
known as the Hyatt 10~-on Ju- 
1y8, 2005, 

Thelr move heightened calls 
for Ms Arroyo's resignation, 

"We hardly consider them as a 
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New SC 


deadline for Ombudsman 


By Armand N. Nocum and Nelson F: Flores 


THE SUPREME COURT WANTS 
the Office of the Ombudsman to 
finally determine in 45 days 
whether there is a strong ground 
to pursue the impeachment and 
graft charges against officials of 
the Commissions on Elections 
involved in the anomalous P1.3- 
billion poll automation deal. 


Ina four-page resolution, the high tribunal 
gave the Office of the Ombudsman a “non-ex- 
tendible period of 45 days from June 30, 2006 
‘or until Aug. 14, 2006, within which to com- 
ply fully with the May 3, 2006 resolution of 
the court." 

Last May 3, the high court ordered the Om- 
budsman to make “its final determination 
whether probable cause exists against any of 
the public officials involved” in the Mega-Pa- 
cific computerization deal by June 30. 

The SC voided the poll automation deal in 
January 2004, saying the Comelec had disre 
garded the law and its bidding procedures 
When it awarded the project to Mega Pacific. 

‘Ombudsman Merceditas Gutierrez beat the 
June 30 deadline but singled out Comelec 


SOLDIERS CRY, TOO 
Parting brings tears to the eyes 
of Brig. Gen. Delfin Bangit as he 
bids goodbye to his men at the 
‘emotional turnover of 
command of the Presidential 
Security Group at the PSG 
‘compound in Malacanang. He 
has been assigned as assistant 
division commander of the 
‘Army's 2nd Infantry Division in 
‘Camp Capinpin, Tanay, Rizal. 
His replacement as PSG chief is 
Air Force Col, Romeo Prestoza 
(above). ‘ONARLON 


‘Commissioner Resurreccion Borra as being li- 
able for allowing Mega Pacific to take part in 
the bidding for the project. 

Gutierrez also ordered the dismissal of five 
middle-level Comelec officials and members 
of the poll body’ bids and awards committee 
which authorized the purchase of the auto- 
‘mated counting machines from Mega Pacific. 

But the Ombudsman was silent on Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos and retired Commis- 
sioners Luzviminda Tancangco, Rufino Javier, 
Ralph Lantion and Mehol Sadain and current 
Commissioner Florencio Tuason Jr. who ap- 
proved the contract on April 15, 2003. 

‘nits July 11 resolution, the high court said 
the Ombudsman only “partially complied” 
with the court's order. 

‘The Ombudsman, however, said that since 
Gutierrez only assumed her post last Dec. 1, 
she needed more time,to make ą $complete 
determination of the existence pẹ ngp.exis- 
tence of probable cause.” 

‘Starting foday, the Ombdsmartwilt start 
weekly public hearing on the controversial 
poll contract, 

“The hearing will start at 10 a.m. at the CCB Con- 
ference Room of the Office of the Ombudsman. 
Member of the media wil be invited to witness the 
proceedings. With a report from Jerome Aning 


Panel sought impeac 


hment of Abalos et al 


By Norman Bordadora 


A PANEL THAT PROBED, THE LIABILI- 

ty of Commission on Eledtions officials 
in the anomalous P1.3 billion poll au- 
tomation deal had recommended in 
2005 the impeachment of Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos and all Comelec 
commissioners, except Cotiypissioner 
Rufino Javier. 4 

‘The four-man panel, formiéd by then 
‘Ombudsman Simeon Marcelo in 2004 
and headed by Director Joaquin 
Salazar, submitted its findings to then 
Deputy Ombudsman for Luzon Victor 

"Fernandez for approval on June 23, 
2005. 

“With regard to the liability of the 
Comelec chairman and commissioners, 
this Office finds that probable cause ex- 
ists for charging them witha violation 
of Section 3 (e) (of the Anti-Graft and 
Corrupt Practices Act),” read a.copy of 


the panel resolution left unsigned since 
it was submitted in 2005. 

'A copy of the document was fur- 
nished the Inqunen by former Senate 
President Jovito Salonga in the wake of 
the June 30 resolution signed by Om- 
budsman Merceditas Gutierrez that rec- 
ommended the impeachment of Com- 
missioner Resureccion Borra and other 
Comelec officials. 

‘A spokesperson for the Office of the 
Ombudsman said that Abalos and the 
other Comelec commissioners are “still 
the subject of further investigation.” 

Salonga's Kilosbayan organization 
was among those that filed corruption 
and plunder charges against the Com- 
alec officials after the Supreme Court 
voided the poll automation deal with 
Mega Pacific consortium in January 
2004. 

None of the panel's members signed 
the Gutierrez resolution which was 


meant to beat the June 30 deadline set 
by the Supreme Gourt for the Ombuds- 
man to resolve the case. 

“This shows there is an internal strife 
inside the Office of the Ombudsman,” 
Salonga said, quoting his sources. 

‘The Salazar panel excluded Javier 
because "(he) appears to have not par- 
ticipated in the award of the project as 
he was then on official business trip.” 

Bora was the commissioner-in- 
charge that approved the award of the 
Comelecs purchase of automated 
counting machines to.Mega Pacific, 
thus, his being recommended for im- 
peachment by the Gutierrez resolution. 

‘The panel also noted the failure of 
MPC's automated counting machines to 
meet the 99.9995 percent accuracy rat- 
ing as mandated by the automation 
law, 

The Salazar panel, however, found 
no probable cause to find the commis- 


sioners liable for plunder since there 
was no evidence that they amassed 
‘wealth worth PSO million or more from 
the deal 

‘While it found the Comelec chair and 
the commissioners, except Javier, liable 
for corrupt practices, the panel said it 
could not recommend “outright prose- 
cution in judicial courts” against the 
election commissioners. 

The panel also recommended graft 
raps against former Comelec commis- 
sioners Luzviminda Tancangco and 
Ralph Lantion who were also involved 
in the Mega Pacific deal. 

Marcelo had inhibited himself from the 
Ombudsman's deliberations on the failed 
Comelec deal with Mega Pacific and had 
assigned Fernandez to oversee the process. 

Bur until Gutierrez's appointment, 
Fernandez had failed to sign the docu- 
ment, according to Salonga quoting 
sources at the Ombudsman, 
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SC rejects Romualdez bid 
to regain 2 Equitable posts 


By Armand N. Nocum 


‘THE SUPREME COURT HAS REJECTED THE 
bid of lawyer Ferdinand Martin Romualdez, a 
son of Benjamin “Kokoy” Romualdez, to be re- 
turned to his positions as vice chair of the Eq- 
uitable PCIB Bank (EPCIB) and chair of the 
bank's trust committee. 

in an en banc resolution dated July 11 
and released yesterday, the high court said 
Romualdez, who represents the family- 
owned Trans Middle East Equities’ (TMEE) 
shareholdings in the bank, had misinter- 
preted the SC’s earlier June 9 ruling up- 

iding the TMEE's right to a seat in the 
board. 

Romualdez filed a motion on June 21 
asking the SC to direct the EPCIB board to 
make “full compliance” of its June 9 ruling 
by installing him to his previous post and 
restoring all his rights and privileges as 
vice chair. 

In a ruling signed by Clerk of Court Ma. 
Luisa Villarama, the high court clarified 
that its June 9 decision merely ordered the 
EPCIB board of directors “to recognize the 
nominee or representative of TMEE” as a 
member of the board of directors “with all 
the rights and privileges appertaining to 
the position.” 


Board seat, nothing more 

‘According to the court, the word “position” 
referred to membership in the board of direc- 
tors and not, as claimed by Romualdez, to his 
Fight to the vice-chairmanship of the bank. 

““TMEE proceeds from erroneous premises. 
All the Court mandated was that Romunldez 
(as TMEE's nominee) be recognized as a 
member of the board of directors and nothing 


|- more,” the SCsaid. 


The court explained that under Section 25 
of the Corporation Code, it is the directors of 
the corporation who elect corporate officers 
who, excepting the president, generally need 
not even be directors themselves. 

“While TMEE may have been put in a disad- 
vantage since its representative was not able 
participate in the election of Equitable-PCI 
Bank's officers, it certainly would not follow 
that such representative had a right to elec- 
tion as an officer since the diseretion to elect 
corporate officers belongs solely to the board 


of directors," the resolution said. 

‘The high court also argued similarly in 
denying the TMEE petition to restore Ro- 
mualdez to his former committee member- 
ships. 

‘The SC said the EPCIB board of directors 
had the sole discretion to organize the com- 
mittees of the corporation. 

The issue stems from a June 9 resolution of 
the SC nullifying the May 22 resolution of the 
Sandiganbayan disqualifying the Romualdez 
family from voting the TMEE's shares in the 
bank at the annual stockholders meeting 
scheduled for May 23. 

‘Voting 13 to nil, the high court ordered the 
EPCIB to admit and recognize the TMEE nom- 
inee to the board in place of the person who 
was elected board director during the May 23 
meeting. 

"TMEE owns 51,827,640, or 7.13 percent, 
of the outstanding capital of the EPCIB, the 
result of the controversial 1999 acquisition by 
the then Equitable Bank of the much bigger 
PCIBank owned by the Lopez family and John 
Gokongwei. 


Contested shares 

The TMEE ownership of the shares is be- 
ing contested by the Lopez family which 
claims that the PCI Bank shares were part 
of of a bigger hoard of Lopez assets that 
Kokoy Romualdez seized from the family 
during the martial law regime of the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos. Kokoy Ro- 
mualdez is the brother of the dictator's 
widow, Imelda 

‘After the 1986 people power revolution, 
the Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
ernment sequestered the TMEE shares in the 
then PCI Bank. They are included in the assets 
that the PCGG is seeking to recover from 
Kokoy Romualdez et al in Civil Case No. 0035 
filed with the Sandiganbayan. The Lopez 
family filed a motion to intervene in the civil 
case, claiming to be the rightful owner of the 
shares, 

‘While the ownership issue remained unre- 
solved, the Sandiganbayan allowed the Ro- 
mualdez family to vote the shares, It directed 
however that the shares, dividends and earn- 
ings be deposited in escrow for whoever 
would eventually be adjudged the rightful 
owner. 
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ombay blasts ‘evil 
personified’-GMA 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- Ing the series of bombings that left 
royo yesterday condemned the hundreds of commuters dead (or 
bomb attacks In India's financlal wounded) in Bombay” she said. 
center of Bombay as "evil person- Ms Arroyo also offered her 
ified." condolences to the families of the 

“This atrocity is beyond words; victims as well as to the Indian 
it is evil personified and we join government for the "abrupt, vio- 
the world in denouncing its per- lent and needless loss of lives 
petrators,” Ms Arroyo sald ina ‘The Department of Foreign Af- 
statement, fairs said no Filipino had been re- 

"TheFllipinopeoplejointhe giob: ported killed or wounded in the 

| el community in strongly condemn bombings, AFP 


|| ‘Take care of the President’ 


ByChristine O. Avendaño ters at Malacafiang Park. 
Senga also thanked Bangle 
OUTGOING ARMED FORGES for being able to lead the PSG 
chief of staff Gen, Genoroso during his watch, including 
Senga yesterday instructed countering with "deliberate ef- 
newiy-appointed Presidential fectiveness all the attempts to 
Security Group chief Col, overthrow our duly-constitut- 
Romeo Prestoza to “buckle up ed government, especially in 
and work" in securing Presi- securing Malacafiang in sever- 
dent Macapagal Arroyo, al critical occasions.” 
"Remember what I said to “I am proud to mention that 
you..Take care of the Presi- aside from being the primary 
dent,” Senga told Prestozaina protector of our Commander in 
speech during the tumover chief, the PSG has commend- 
rites ofthe PSG command from ably served as the representa- 
Brig. Gen. Delfin Bangit to tive of the AFP throughout the 
Prestoza at the PSG headquar- country,” he also said. 


Senga’s defense ... 


From page At Palace officials led by Ermita rallied r Xy y 
M barrea so A E, gS Male d 49 The 2006-2007 PLDT-DPC Metro 
new chief of the Presidential Se- cañang had never doubted the loy- "7 $ si ji jie 
‘curity Group, said that he was Gei ead cheat ice i Manila Telephone Directories rock! 
very much in contol and nov _ dent Awoyo during hat dme, n H Our Yellow Pages has the biggest 
_ der the control of anyone during Ermita said he saw Senga yes- y SA ized listh 
{those tumultuous hours. terday morning and that the lat- SAU S a organized listings of products and- 
Senga told reporters, : re- ter had merely haein of the Sa ieee services that serve your needs. 
sponse to allegations by military Inqunea report alleging that he cA i 
p junior officers that the AFP chief had initially sided with the junior So, you'll find more choices for 
“of staff had initially joined them military officers, > anything you're searching for. 
} in their plan to withdraw support “Ies not true," Ermita said. ‘Be- |! f { F Pick 
from President Arroyo. tween what has been reported by 7 ick up your copy now! 
A 5 other officers to whoever wrote £ 
‘Very professional’ that story and General Senga, I f, 
Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz, would believe the chief ofstaft” |; T = F oa, 
who attended the weekly news “Nothing can give any doubt y ~ 085 PUPPIES CORPORATION 
briefing of Executive Secretary Ed- that General Senga, the chief of aks aO RR IS OT 
«, vardo Ermita, vouched for Senga's ried ce Csi acs e as "BINDUSTRIAL 
” integrity, saying the later was an ent, to the ent anc AD S 
e ee ry professional, did his job as chief of staff during Cy Bed maar eee 


ltctstnactnane emi ative mise nana REY 


that moment," he said. 
“very, competent, exercises strong Nigro y 
{political wil, has a very fim back- p During his weekly news briefing, If x 
one, straightforward, and heisan Ermita also pointed out that what Pick up your Metro Manila Telephone Directories from any of these PLOT offices: 
alcinoe and alican ader | omen cit ning tat tne es the I 
ecveandeficenrleae” _ complete opposte ofthealegatons M, Mian, as init; Bal- Dnm Eo Puea Ei Ean Eataa oh 


ona + Gusher Reso- Ua PA, res 
Dela hued each g YP aan Pon» Rory Cadno * SA Sch «Toe eset 
staff, and the things that happen (Or call 889-8920, 889-8953 or 889-8601 loc, 390 to locate the pick-up station nearest you. 
and heresultofhisacions speak Foamaosaaaaastins 
for themselves, so there's no rea 
‘son for us to doubt the word and 
ston of General Senga,” the ex 
; ecutive secretary sai 
No wavering The military fact-finding team 
‘Asked how soon Senga reported reported that it took Senga two 
the plot against Ms Arroyo to au- hours before calling a conference 
thorities, Cruz said: “(Senga) called with the service commanders. 
major service com- 
manders ght away 
and reported to higher 
authorises what was 
Tappening righeaway" 
Cruz said he has 
not seen the report 
yet on the milan’ 
Investigation of the 
Feb. 23-24 incident 


New post for Senga 
Cruz said that he 
” would personally lob- 
by that Senga geta se- 
nor government post 
after his retirement. 
“I think it would be 
a waste if we do not 
make use of General 
Senga's long experi- 
| ence in the service and 
his competence which 
“T believe the govem- 
ment can use ina posi 
tive and helpfil wa 
said Cruzin a briefing. 


„sponded with the right measures 
and in a quick enough sufficient 
time torespond appropriately to the 
situation as a professional soldier 
and in accordance and in defense of 
the Constitution," Cruz said. 


Get Back That 
\\ Sexy Body After 


Pregnancy 
; In Just 3 Months! 


Wondering if you will ever get back to your sexy pre-pregnancy 
sal hing figure? You can at Marie France! Actress Dawn Zulueta lost 
sete Cee ” 11 Ibs and 25 inches of body fat in just 3 months effortlessly. 
food use. 1 nk The flabs in her arms have disappeared, the bulge in her tummy 

Sane begbo has flattened and her saddlebags and cellulites are gone. 


section afer pring 
down (on July 21) and No surgery. No exercise machines. 
No pills. No hunger pains. No injections. 


france 


this will give us more 

time to decide where 
„he should be appoint- 
ed)" Cruz said, 

Senga also told re- 
porters: "At that time, I 
was in control, 1 was 
making my own deci- 
sions, and all the things 
that the Armed Forces 
did on that night and 
the following moming, 
all the actions that 
were undertaken by 
the command, the 
Philippine Army, Navy 
Air Force, they were all 
doing it under my in- 
structions." we 

‘ide frm Criz, | MAVAT! ARTIGAS TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG SHAW CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA + TEL: 961-2981 CEBU + TEL: 233-7637 
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You too can have that sexy body, 
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| ‘The four generals were cleared 
| in March by a fact-finding board 
headed by Vice Adm. Mateo 
yuga, the Navy chief. Despite 
‘widespread clamor, the military 
Í has refused to release the board's 
| findings. 

1k was unclear if “Oplan Tri- 
j dene” alluded to the Mayuga in- 
| vestigation. The current restive- 
ness in the Armed Forces has 
{been triggered by the criss of le- 
sitimacy hanging over Ms Arroyo 
| although she has vehemently de- 
nied any wrongdoing. 

The document seized from 
| the six rebel soldiers belonging 
ito the Magdalo group that 
£ staged the aborted “Oakwood” 
‘mutiny in 2003 listed the names 
of 20 public officials and indi- 
viduals known to be Arroyo al- 
ies. 


‘Special targets 

‘The 20 Arroyo allies are sup- 
{posed to be “targets of special 
operations” to “embarrass” 
{them along with the main plan 
of taking hostage lawmakers at 
the House of Representatives 
building, according to the pa- 
‘per. It did not say how the rebels 
$ wanted to embarrass these per- 
{ sonalities. 


| From page Al 


factor anymore," Ermita said. 
But he was particularly sensi- 
į tive to criticisms that since July 8, 
i the President had been choosing. 
‘mostly politicians instead of pri- 
{ vate sector professionals such as 
{former Finance Secretary and Hy- 
Í att 10 leader Cesar Purisima, for- 
{ mer head of SGV & Co», to fill up 
{the Cabinet posts vacated by the 
{Hyatt 10. 
$ "Can you imagine a guy like 
£ him from the private sector doing 
what he did?” Ermita said, refer- 
ring to Purisima. "Isn't that part 
of destabilization? Do you con- 
sider that as part of his contribu- 


| From page At 
“The envelopes were said to 
+ contain from P20,000 to P30,000 
{in cash, said one bishop who had 
Í rejected the dole. He said it “in- 
{sulted him and was meant to 
“bribe” him and his colleagues in- 
to “softening” their position on 
i such issues as the fresh impeach- 
£ ment campaign against President 
Í Macapagal-Arroyo. 

{But the President allies in the 
{House said the reported attempt 
at bribery was "the devils handi- 

work.” 

Ilocos Sur Rep. Salacnib Bate- 
rina said he believed that the 
‘ “smear drive” was intended to pit 

Malacafiang against the Church. 


Moral discretion 

‘Asked to comment on the offer 
of assistance to Vidal, Lagdameo 
and Aniceto, CBCP spokesperson 
Msgr, Pedro Quitorio yesterday 
Zii they should be commended 
"for “exercising their moral discre- 


Quitorio said the decision of 
the three prelates proved their 
“fidelity” to the CBCP's pastoral 
statement of Jan. 23, 2005, in 
which all the bishops pledged to 
shun donations of money from 
gambling, whether legal or ille- 
gal. 
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the Philippines ranked 17th in 
the Happy Planet Index compiled 
by the British think tank New 
Economics Foundation (NEF). 

‘The index combines life satis- 
faction, life expectancy and envi- 
ronmental footprint—the 
amount of land required to sus- 
tain the population and absorb its 
‘energy consumption. 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Domini- 
ca and Panama complete the top 
five in the Happy Planet Index, 


‘Zimbabwe bottom 
*"Zimbabwe emerged at the bot- 

tom of the heap, below sec- 

‘ond-worst performer Swaziland, 


Mo 
‘Magdalo plotted special operation vs 20 Arroyo allies 


The “Oplan Trident” list is 
topped by former AFP Chief of 
Staff and now Environment Sec- 
retary Angelo Reyes, followed by 
Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor, locos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavit” Singson, Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye, and then 
Esperon. 

Also named were Interior 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno, Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, 
National Security Adviser Nor- 
berto Gonzales, presidential 
aide Ricardo Saludo, Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp. 
chair Ephraim Genuino, Presi- 
dential Legislative Liaison Offi- 
cer Gabriel Claudio, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita, re- 
tired Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, 
Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero 
Pichay, Davao City Rep. Pros- 
pero Nograles, Solicitor Gener- 
al Eduardo Nachura, Armed 
Forces Northern Luzon Com- 
mand chief Lt. Gen. Romeo To- 
lentino, 7th Infantry Division 
chief Maj. Gen. „Jovito Pal- 
paran, Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago and Sorsogon Rep. 
Jose Solis. 


Assault on Malacañang 
Aside from taking over the 

Batasan complex, the rebels also 

were to assault Malacañang and 


tion to governance?” 


‘Tested, qualified 

But Ermita was quick to point 
‘out that aside from loyalty to the 
President, the new appointees al- 
so have “something between the 
ears.” 

“We don't have to lump them 
up as political or professionals. 
What is important is do they have 
the competence to do the job? Do 
they have the track record? 1 
think all of the Presidents choices 
are all tested and qualified,” said 
Ermita. 

Esperon, who attended” the 
tumover of command of the new 
Presidential Security Group chief 


“They have come to realize 
that there may be some political 
underpinnings involved in cer- 
tain donations, especially those 
as big as the one allegedly offered 
tothem," he said. 

To avert suspicion that Mala- 
cafiang is trying to win favors 
from the bishops, Pagcor should 
send donations directly to the 
Poor, Quitoro said. 

“{Pagcor officials} really don’t 
have to course the money 
through the bishops because the 
bishops would send it to the poor, 
anyway,” he said. 

The checks supposedly in- 
tended for Vidal, Lagdameo and 
Aniceto tn 2005 were offered in 
the same month that the Inquit- 
mx ran a report on similar cash 
gifts for a number of bishops and 
other members of the clergy in 
2003. 

Pagcor documents showed that 
it had offered “Christmas gifts” 
ranging from P500,000 to P4 mil- 
lion to certain bishops including 
Vidal, the archbishop of Cebu; 
Aniceto of San Fernando, Pam- 
panga; and Davao Archbishop 
Fernando Capalla, then CBCP 
president. 


Collective policy 


‘Also among the supposed recip- 
ients were two other bishops, 45 


Burundi, the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Congo and Ukraine, Seven 
African countries were at the bot- 
tom 10 ofthe index. 

“The Happy Planet Index strips 
the view of the economy back to 
its absolute basics: What we putin 
(resources), and what comes out 
Ghuman lives of different length 
and happiness)," the NEF said. 


pion 
duce high levels of well-being. 
“The Group of Bight (8), a fo- 
` 
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military and police campstocon- Military leaders have said they 
fuse and delay government coun- had accounted for all rebel soldiers 
teractions. at large with the arrest of six “Mag- 


Officials could not say when or dalo” junior officers last Friday. 
how such an ambitious plan Even asthe military and police 
‘would be carried out, but hinted bared “Oplan Trident,” they also 
the hostage-taking might have immediately downplayed it. 
been planned for July 24, when “Though Trident appears to be 
the President delivers her State of feasible, the probability of its im- 
the Nation Address before ajoint plementation is slim considering 
session of Congress at the that no significant forces are stat- 
Batasan Complex. ed to be committed,” Bacarro 
“(Oplan Trident) revealed a said. 
plan for direct military action _ “They don't have the necessary 
and people's support against the firearms to use and most of the 
government,” Army spokesper- key personalities involved in the 
son Lt. Col. Bartolome Bacarro planning are already neutral- 
said in a joint military-police ized.” 
news conference in Camp “Initially, they have, as part of 
Aguinaldo. their wish list, something like 120 
(The) end state of this under- personnel joining them. But actu- 
taking is (to) bring down the gov- ally they do not have that force,” 
emment and pave the way forthe  Bacarro said. 


establishment of a transitional 
revolutionary government,” 
Bacarro added. 

‘The officials claimed the rebel 
officers tried to recruit the same 
soldiers who took over the swank 
Oakwood apartment hotel in 
Makati City during the July 27, 
2003, coup attempt and who 


were released in May last year. 
Downplay 
Col. Tristan Kison the re- 


cruitment effort failed. 


Col. Romeo Prestoza, brushed 
aside comments that he got the 
top AFP post as a “favor or pay- 
back.” 

“They must look at my record 
and where I have come from and 
what my record tells about my ca- 
reer," Esperon told reporters. 

He also said he was ready to 
face the Commission on Ap- 
pointments, which had deferred 
confirmation of his promotion 
to three-star general after sena- 
tors requested more time to 
question him on his “fitness” 
when Congress resumes its 
sion., x 

"1 have always faced squarely 
the controversies that-wwere 


priests, and 18 religious groups. 

“The CBCP has made it a col- 
lective policy to refrain from so- 
liciting or receiving funds from îl- 
legal and legal gambling so as not 
to promote a culture of gambling, 
and encourage church personnel 
and church institutions to refrain 
from doing che same, even when 
the objective may be that of help- 
ing the poor,” the organization 
said in its January 2005 pastoral 
statement. 

For all that, Pagcor could not 
seem to contain its generosity. 

‘The Pagcor papers showed that 
P500,000 was to be donated each 
to Vidal and Aniceto, and 
P300,000 to Lagdameo. The 
check numbers were 00105937 
(Vidal), 00105939 (Aniceto), 
and 00105941 (Lagdameo). 

‘Al three checks, issued 
through Land Bank of the Philip- 
pines-Manila, were dated Sept. 1, 
2005, and bore the name and 
supposed signature of Pagcor 
chair Efraim Genuino. 

A separate sheet, supposedly a 
copy of a Pagcor request for pay- 
ment, was attached to each ofthe 
three check voucher copies. List- 
ed under “particulars” was the 
item "financial assistance.” 


Ticklish issue 
A check is issued only after the 


rum of the heads of leading in- 
dustrialized nations, will be 
meeting in St. Petersburg this 
‘weekend, but they have not much 
to smile about. None of them 
made itto the top 50 of the index. 
Italy came out best in 66th 
place, ahead of Germany (81), 
Japan (95), Britain (108), Canada 
(111), France (129), the United 
States (150) and Russia (172). 
Switzerland came ahead 
among all European nations. 
“The order of nations that 
emerges may seem counterintu- 
itive. But this is because policy 
makers have been led astray by 
abstract mathematical models of 
the economy that bear little rela- 
tion to the real world,” said NEF 
t 


Pian, 


‘It’s imaginary, but on the 
ground they don't have that num- 
ber. They specified units in their 
plan but they don't have the 
forces," he went on. 

Civilian role 

During the planned hostage- 
taking, active and retired military 
officers, religious leaders and civ- 
{society groups were to converge 
at the nearby St. Peter's Parish 
‘Church to join troops who would 
withdraw support from Ms Ar- 


racked up against me, I will face 
‘whoever will question that I was 
party to any election fraud,” he 
said. 


Leading the charge 
“1 was just doing my job in the 
field and garrison as chief of op- 
erations of the AFP during the 
elections and I am proud of the 
‘output of the AFP at that time.” 
Esperon said he was “honored 
to be given that mission of lead- 
“ing the Armed Forces in the de- 
feat ofthe communist terrorists." 
Ms Arroyo has ordered the mil- 
~ itary and police to crush the com- 
‘nunist insurgency in rwo years. 
“Ishall be in the frontline as of- 


‘Pagcor board has approved a rec- 
‘ommendation, the insider said. 
Receiving cash donations, es- 
pecially from Pagcor, has been a 
ticklish issue among members of 
the CBCP even with its pastoral 


the teaching that gambling in 
self is amoral, a position er- 
plained last year by Capalla. 

But according to Archbishop 
Oscar Cruz, a vocal enemy of 
gambling, money coming even 
from legal gambling cannot “ush- 
er in the virtues of benevolence 
and charity” even if it goes 
straight to the poor. 

“The end does not justify that 
means—this is elementary 
morality” said Cruz, a former 
president of the CBCP “Money 
from vice cannot be cleansed into 
a virtuous commodity by simply 
throwing [it] to the needy, the 
hungry, the sick.” 

Citing the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, the compendi- 
um of teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church, the CBCP in 
2005 said “games of chance or 
wagers” were “not in themselves 
contrary to justice.” 

"They become morally unac- 
ceptable when they deprive 
someone of what is necessary to 
provide for his needs and those of 


policy director Andrew Simms. 

‘Simms said the index "addresses 
the relative success or failure of 
countries in giving their citizens a 
good life while respecting the envi- 
ronmental resource limits on 
which all our lives depend.” 
Patterns 

Nic Marks, head of the NEF 
center for well-being, added: “It 
is clear that no single nation list- 
ed in the Happy Planet index has 
got everything right. But the in- 
dex does reveal patterns that 
show how we might better 
achieve long and happy lives for 
all, whilst living within our envi- 
ronmental means.” 

“The challenge is: Can we 

i 


royo and installa “transition gov- 
ernment.” 

“(Oplan Trident) was planned 
by the same group behind Oplan 
Hackle,” said Bacarro, referring 
to the Magdalo group's supposed 
assassination plot against the 
President and Cabinet members 
in February, Bacarro said. 

Military officials asked if ex- 
‘Scout Rangers chief Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim, who led a move to 
withdraw military support from 
Ms Arroyo on Feb. 24, was in- 
volved in Oplan Trident. 

“There is nothing in the docu- 
ments which will specifically link 
him in the crafting of Oplan 
dent,” said Maj. Gen. Jose Honra- 
do. 

Bacarro said investigators 
learned about “Oplan Trident” 
from documents recovered dur- 
ing the July 7 raid and follow-up 
operation last Monday. 


Arrested officers 

‘Arrested on Friday last week 
were alleged Oakwood muti- 
neers Army Capt. Nathaniel 
Rabonza; Ist Lt. Patricio Bu- 
midang Jr. and Sonny Sarmien- 
to, who escaped from Fort Boni- 
facio on Jan. 17; 2nd Lt. Angel- 
bert Gay and Aldrin Baldonado, 
who went absent without offi- 
leave in February; and Navy 


ten I can, I will lead the charge,” 
Esperon also said. 
DepEd union critical 

Lapus vowed to improve the 
quality of Philippine educa- 
tion. He said his experience as 
a professional manager and in 
crafting the yearly budget 
would be put to good use in his 


new job. 
“The awesome challenge of 
restoring the country’s past 


world-class quality of education 
is a mission of a lifetime,” Lapus 
said in a statement. “The very fu- 
ture rests in the quality of our hu- 
man resources.” 

But Domingo Alidon, president 


others, The passion for gambling 
risks becoming an enslavement,” 
itsaid. 


In bed with Lucifer 

‘According to Zamboanga del 
Sur Rep. Isidoro Real Jr, the re- 
por that the CBCP members 
‘were offered cash during their re- 
cent plenary assembly “came 
from individuals who begrudge 
the CBCP for its anti-impeach- 
ment stance.” 

Real, vice chair of the commit- 
tee on good government, said 
those supposedly smearing the 
bishops “should stop and get out 
ofbed with Lucifer” 

“in the first place, the Presi- 
dent is a truly religious person, 
who will never bribe men of the 
cioth. Doing so would mean 
breaking her own faith and reli- 
gious principles, We appeal to 
them to stop the smear campaign 
against the Church and be God- 
fearing," he said. 

Baterina, vice chair of the 
House committee on justice, said: 
“The President's allies condemn 
the malicious attack on the CBCP 
members as the devil's handi- 
work, which is meant to discredit 
not only the Palace but also the 
Church." 

He said the bishops had prayed 
for discernment on the impeach- 


Vanuatu happiest place on Earth; RP ranks 17 


Jearn the lessons and apply 
them?" Marks said. 

‘Among Asian nations, Viemam 
was ranked highest at No. 12, fol- 
lowed by Sri Lanka (15) and the 
Philippines (17). Indonesia was at 
No, 23, China (31), Thailand (32), 
Malaysia (44), Hong Kong (88), 
Japan (95) and Singapore (131). 

Central America was the region 
with the highest average score, 
combining good life expectancy of 
70 years with an ecological foot 
print below its globally fair share. 


Island nations 
Island nations performed par- 
ticularly well in the rankings, 
‘But Vanuatu, with a population 
of around 200,000, topped them 
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Lt. G.g.) Kiram Sadava. 

‘Bumidang returned to the safe 
house with PNP Criminal Investi- 
gation and Detection Group 
agents on Monday to turn over 
additional documents and other 
items, 

Officials would not confirm 
whether Bumidang had already 
defected to the government. 

CIDG-National Capital Re- 
gion Senior Supt. Asher Dolina 
said Bumidang's involvement so 
far is limited to identifying and 
turning over documents and 
other items. 

‘Also arrested with the group 


were defense lawyer Jose 
Christopher Belmonte and 
Michael Yangson. 


Magdalo defense lawyer Roe! 
Pulido claimed the explosives 
and blueprints of the Batasan 
Complex found in the house were 
planted by authorities. 

Senior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao 
Jt. said press statements subse- 
‘quently found after the July 7 
raid also revealed that those be- 
hind a series of bombings in 
Metro Manila and other areas in 
Central Luzon were linked with 
the Magdalo group. 

‘A group called Tabak had 
claimed responsibility for the 
bombings, which had caused mi- 
nor damage and no injuries. 


Esperon next AFP chief of staff; Lapus new education secretary 


cof the DepEd National Employees * 
Union, criticized Lapus’ appoint- 
ment. He said the department 
should not be used for political 
purposes. 

“The DepEd deserves a secre- 
tary who specializes in education. 
This does not augur well for the 
educational reforms initiated by 
DepEd Secretary Edilberto de Je- 
sus and could send the wrong si 
nals to DepEd's varied publics, 
said Alidon. 

Fe Hidalgo, DepEd officer in 
charge, will remain as unders 
retary. With reports from Chri 
tine O. Avendaño, Michael Lim 
Ubac, Alcuin Papa and TJ Bur- 
gonio 


Vidal, 2 bishops rejected thousands in Pagcor donations 


ment issue before coming out 
with their pastoral statement on 
Monday. 

But “unable to accept the 
CBCP’s decision, these wicked in- 
dividuals now want to chastise 
our good bishops for not toeing 
their proimpeachment line,” he 
said. 


Speak up 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
pero Nograles called on the bish- 
‘ops to speak up and defend them- 
selves, and challenged "rumor- 
mongers” to name names. 

“You cannot just send money 
through a messenger. The Palace 
is not stupid for} foolish to do 
that, Ifthe allegations are true, it 
doesn't mean that the money had 
‘come from Malacafiang. It could 
have come from anybody who 
‘wants to make it appear that the 
administration is indeed bribing 
the bishops, when in fact it is 
not,” he said 

The CBCP pastoral statement 
issued on Monday said that while 
it would not endorse the current 
impeachment process, it would 
respect the stance of individuals 
and groups involved in it, and 
‘would continue its search for the 
truth behind the allegations 
hounding the President, With a 
report from Michael Lim Ubac 


all. Vanuatu, partofa vast sprawl- 
ing Pacific archipelago, has been 
described as “the happy isles of 
Oceania” by author Paul Ther- 


oux, 

‘Don't tell too many people, 
please,” said Marke Lowen of 
Vanuatu Online, the republic's 
online newspaper, 

“People are generally happy 
here because they are very satis- 
fied with very little," Lowen said, 

“This is not a consumer-driven 
society, Life here is about commu- 
nity and family and goodwill to 
other people. I's a place where 
you don't worry too much, The 
only things we fear are cyclones 
orearthquakes." Reports from 
AFP and Reuters 
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GMA going 
to Libya to 
thank Gadhafi 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO WILL 
thank Libyan leader Moammar Gadhaf in 
person for his efforts to resolve a decades- 
long Muslim separatist insurgency, officials 
said yesterday. 

ME Arroyo, who leaves for Tripoli on Satur- 
day, also will discuss the welfare of Filipino F 
workers in Libya and oil supplies for the k J 
Philippines, Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- g lr Bn slag D 
San ay i Up to July 31, 2006 only! 

“The President will thank the great leader ie Son i ? 
Gadhafi for the 30 years of partnership for 
peace in the southern Philippines” Ermita 


Se at ery eee FOR MAKING US THE UNDISPUTED 


Manila on Tuesday, was looking to oi 
strengthen relations with Libya and also a PEOPLE S Ci OICE, 
ite more Libyan investments in the 
ippines. 

enw veree| JOIN OUR GRANDEST: ELEBRATION!* 
Manila and the main Muslim rebel group, 

Moro National Liberation Front, which 
eventually signed a peace accord in 1996. 
Libya also brokered talks in 2001 with an- 
other rebel group, the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front, that paved the way for ongoing 
formal negotiations. 

Libya played a key role in winning the re- 
lease of Western tourists seized by the Mus- 
lim extremist group Abu Sayyaf from a 
Malaysian resort and brought to the south- 
ern Philippines in 2000. Libya reportedly 
paid millions of dollars (euros) in ransom 
for the hostages, but this was not officially 
confirmed. 


THe Dait 
GosPEL 


‘Thursday, July 13, 2006 
14th Week in Ordinary Time 
Henry 
1st Reading: Hos 11:1-4, 8-9 
Gospel: Matthew 10:7-15 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Go and pro- 
claim this message: The kingdom of heaven is 
near. Heal the sick, bring the dead back to 
life, cleanse the lepers, and drive out demons. 
You received this as a gift, so give it as a gift. 
Do not carry any gold, silver or copper in your 
purses. Do not carry a traveler's bag, or an ex- 
tra shirt, or sandals, or walking-stick: Work- 
cers deserve their living. 

When you come to a town or a village, look 
for a worthy person and stay there until you 
leave, 

PAS you enter the house, wish it peace. Ifthe 
people in the house deserve it, your peace 
willbe on them; ifthey do not deserve it, your 
blessing will come back to you. 

‘And if you are not welcomed and your 
‘words are not listened to, leave that house 
or that town and shake the dust off your 
feet, L assure you, it will go easier for the rA 
people of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day 
of judgment than it will for the people of x o3 
that town.” ni 
Commentary 
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March 6, 2004, Presidential can- 
didate Sen, Panfilo Lacson accus- 
es President Macapagal-Arroyo 
ofvirtual vote-buying” by autho- 
tizing the release of P728 million 
to favored officials, supposedly to 
buy farm inputs like fertilizers 
and pesticides for their con- 
stituents, as part of the Ginin- 
tuang Masaganang Ani (GMA) 
project. 

Lacson questions the timing of 
the fund release. He adds that 
some of the districts in the list of 
recipients do not even have farm- 
lands, 

May 2004, Former Solicitor Gen- 


eral Frank Chavez files a plunder 
‘case against the President. He 
identifies Agriculture Undersecre- 
tary Jocelyn Bolante as one of 
those who signed the papers in- 
volving the release and disposi- 
tion of the fertilizer fund. 
Chavez says the friends ofthe 
President's husband, Jose Miguel 
“Mike” Arroyo, at the Depart: 
ment of Agriculture pocketed 
about P142 million ofthe 
amount earmarked for the pro- 
ject. 
June 3,2004. Bolante, who con- 
siders Mike Arroyo “a good 


is“demand-driven.” 


Asia-Pacific. 


to do with the fund controversy. 
He admits to signing papers re- 
garding the fund, but claims that 
he had no hand in the selection of 
the recipients because the system 


He says he welcomes a probe, 
as "this is the opportunity toan- 
‘swer these false accusations.” 

September 2004. Bolante resigns 
as agriculture undersecretary os- 
tensibly because of his election as 
Rotary International's director for 


Heis also named tothe Gov- 
ernment Service and Insurance 
friend,” says the larer has nothing System's board of trustees- 


Oct. 6,2005, The Senate commit- 
tee on agriculture chaired by Sen. 
Ramon Magsaysay Jt opens its in- 
quiry into the fertilizer fund, 
Bolante is a no-show, 

Oct. 26, 2005. Bolante leaves for 
Los Angeles hours before the sec- 
ond Serate hearing. 

November 2005. Magsaysay 
seeks the assistance of the US Em- 
bassy and Rotary International in 
locating Bolante, who is a no- 
show at the Nov. 17 and Nov. 24 
hearings. 

Dec. 5, 2005, Bolante reportedly 
arrives at the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport. 


Dec. 11,2005, Bolante leaves ona 


Cathay Pacific light for Hong 
Kongen route to the United 


States, four days after the Bureau 
of Immigration placed him on its 


watch list. 
Dec. 13, 2005, The Senate cites 


Bolante for contempt and orders 


his arrest. 
Jan. 17, 2006. In a petition sub- 
mitted through the Philippine 
consul in Chicago, Bolante asks 
the Supreme Court to stop the 


Senate from implementing the ar- 


Test order, saying he is willing to 
attend the committee hearings. 
Bur he snubs the Jan. 31 and 


Feb. 2 hearings, 

March 1, 2006. The Senate com- 
mittee on agriculture and the blue 
ribbon committee release a report 
recommending the filing of crimi- 
nal and administrative charges 
against Bolante and other agricul- 
ture officials. 

“The report also says the President 
should be "held accountable” for the 
mismanagement of the fund. 

June 26, 2006The second im- 
peachment complaint against the 
Presidents filed, Her alleged par- 
ticipation in the fertilizer fund 
scam is included in the charges. 
CyrilL. Bonabente, PDI Research 


US jails GMA point man; extradition sought 


Fromage ment “should look at that aspect.” 
He said that embezzlement of funds was an "News of Bolante’s arrest came four months 
“extraditable offense,” and that the govern- after the Senate committee on agriculture 


Repubic of the Philippines 
Department of Finance 
BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
Quezon Ciy 
June 27, 2008 


REWENUE REGULATIONS NO. 9-2006 


Subject : Amending Further Certain Provisions of Revenue Regulations (RR) No. 6.2005, as 
‘Amended, Implementing the Provisions of Executive Order (EO) No. 399, as Amended 
by EO No, 422, Otherwise Known as the "No Audit Program (NAP)". 
i All Intornal Revenue Officials, Employees and Others Concerned 
N 1. SCOPE. Pursuant o Secon 244 of ne National marna Revere Code of 1997 ration 1o EO 
rey prorated i lurar amand canan provisions o! ER 


To 


SECTION 2. DEFINITION OF TERMS. Section (4) of RR No. 6-2005 is hereby amended to read as folos: 
“SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS 
(40 Taxpayer  rafors to any person wheter indivitval or corporation aming business income. 
SECTION 3. CRITERIA FOR QUALIFICATION. Section $ or RR No. 6.2005 as amended, ls herby iuthar 
mended to read as oon 
SECTION & CRITERIA FOR QUALIFICATION UNDER THE PROGRAM 
For a taxpayer to quay for ta NAP, bo must satisfy a of to folowing: 
Egone tax payent Car Tanabia or mast xen name tex paynet ri Baso Year by 
ait 20% 
' Rano of income tax paymant io gross salsreclt forthe Current TxableYeermustbe si east quel fet 


For purposes of determining the tax payments for tha Curent Terabe Year. oniy axes actualy paid in cash as 
sron aine Annani coe Tes Aatom. Garter Income Tax Return. QuoteryVale-ected Tax Ratu. Morty 
E Deinanon and Goarerytanthy Percentage Tax Rum shal ba conaderes For is purpose, reas 
annain loses fer Iha tex yar concord wach arë propery supported by a Cartkeata ol Wie 
‘Sous 11A Form No. 2907) Conical af camoetsaton Pavan Tax Hanne [IR Fonn Ne 2316) shal be 
care (ac caan payment. Or be aiar hand. 1CcoTDt. and tx Cea carted over Fom pror years ore 
carrey Aarena hems and shal bo excluded fom dleraning the ax payments forthe Curent Taxable Yea: 
Provided, turer thatthe growth rato and rano provided harain shal be ated to rfc! he act of he 

ti sung rom logive measures, [eee ortn rat and rana srat pa ed 


SECTON A. TAXPAYERS NOT QUALIFIED FOR THE PROGRAM, Scion RRE Sieh amen 
to raad astosows 

“SECTION 6. TAXPAYERS NOT QUALIFIED FOR THE PROGRAM. 

Taxpayers who are repatng no os or have a Net Operating Loss Cempover without MGIT dus 


sanaan aannanal samaran 
'SECTION 5. DEADLINE. Section 9 of RR No. 6-2005, as amended, is harby further amended to read as 


“SECTION 9. DEADLINE 


(3O) goys rom ine ofoctyterast 
However far taxpayers was taxatie vasc ends. 


fater inan Jabr 31- 2008 

"SECTION 6. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM AUDITINVESTIGATION OR NOTICE 
OF DISQUALIFICATION. Secon 10 of RR No. 62005 s hereby mended 1o read as fotows: 

"SECTION 10. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION FROM AUDITANVESTIGATION OR NOTICE 


B. Largo Texoayors 
Hood. HREA (RegutlExcsa) 
Mombers: 3 net {TA 17 TAD NI LTDO where tmxpoyrs is ogists 
2 Cnet LTCED 
3. Fond. Rowow Team 
‘The NAP Review Commits shai recommend ie susie of Carteate of Exemption tom Audit investgaon 
‘ornate of Daquoticanon whe shal be mgro Dy a Ruane etc for reana aiee casas. ot Assaiant 


‘SECTION 7. APP! 
‘commen Nahas ota 
‘scans of NAP - 


a recived a Notice ot Disauateaton may fle an aopaal io tne NAE 
taver minn uit dava fom recmo Dereal. The comecangn. back tasa aod 


{SECTION .EFFECTVITy. Tas Repos shat ao eect messy atar ucaten entero 


Recommending Approvat: 
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wrapped up its inquiry into what it 
called the “premeditated, systematic” 
agricultural theft and recommended 
the filing of charges against Bolante 
and several current and former agri- 
culture officials. 

‘The committee also concluded that 
President Macapagal-Arroyo should 
beheld accountable for the “misman- 
agement of the fund.” 

“The fund, allotted for the purchase 
of farm inputs, was believed to have 
been diverted and distributed as 
largesse to administration allies to 
ensure Ms Arroyo's victory in the May 
2004 presidential election. 

Bolante is being held at the San Pe- 
ro Detention Center in California, 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
spokesperson Gilberto Asuque told a 
press briefing yesterday. 

He was arrested by the US Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service 
INS) on July 7 and detained because 
of his cancelled B1-B2 visa, Asuque 
said, quoting the Philippine Con- 
sulate in Los Angeles. 

‘The hearing of Bolante’s visa case 
is scheduled on July 12 (today in 
Manila), Asuque said. 

He said the consulate’ legal offi- 
cer, Noemi Diaz, had spoken with the 
INS representative and was informed 
that Bolante was being represented 
by his own lawyer 

“We will know why his business 
visa was cancelled after the hearing,” 
Asuque said. 

‘Private citizen’ 

Bolante was once considered one 
of the Presidents most trusted men, 
but now Malacafiang would not 
dream of posting bail for him. 

“We will not raise a finger to do 
such a thing that you are suggesting.” 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said when told about Bolante's sup- 


BOLANTE: Palace will not post bail 


ARROYO: Bolante exonerates his 
“good friend" 


posed request for Malacañang’s help 
in posting bail of $100,000 for his 
temporary release. 

Ermita said the Palace had yet to 
verify reports that Bolante had in- 
deed been arrested by US immigra- 
tion officials. 

“Ifit’s true, what is his right to ask 
for that amount from the govern 
‘ment?” Ermita said, adding: 

“I don't see under what arrange- 
ment we can help him. He is a private 
citizen. If the government helps him, 
[people] will say, Malacañang helped 
Bolante, so Malacafiang is responsi- 
bie for hiding Bolante” 

‘At the most, Ermita said, the gov- 
ernment would extend to Bolante the 
same assistance it would give ordi- 
nary Filipinos ina similar bind. 

“Ir will just be SOP (standard oper- 
ating procedure) for the consulate,” 


According to Press Secretary Igna- 
cio Bunye, the governments role in 
Bolante's case is only to make sure 
that his legal rights are respected. 

His being a former colleague in the 
Cabinet does not count, Bunye said. 

‘The normally cool Ermita was visi- 
bly annoyed when asked if Mala- 
cafiang should worry about Bolante's 
possible appearance at the Senate in- 
quiry on the fertilizer scam. 

“I don't see why we should be both- 
ered by a Senate probe. There is no 
reason for Malacañang to be both- 
ered," he said. 


From Seoul 
Quoting Consul General William 
Gaa, Asuque said the INS informed 
the consulate by phone of Bolante's 
arrest and detention on July 10. 
Asuque said Bolante was arrested 
upon arriving in Los Angeles via 


he said. 


COMMON ERRORS IN HANDLING 
BIR SUBPEONA 


ATTEND workshop at Ruby Room, 
Diamond Hotel, Roxas Bivd., 
Manila / 1-5 pm / July 15, 2006. 


OBJECTIVES: to understand BIR 
subpoena, to minimize damages to 
company's images and BIR- 
implicated person, to know 
documents to bring in order to avoid 
tax problems, and to learn 
administrative procedures in the BIR 
Legal Div. and DOJ Prosecutor's 
Office. 


IMMEDIATE BENEFITS: This tax- 
arain helps taxpayers REDUCE 
anger, anxiety, conflicts, confusion, 
distrust, errors, frustrations, hassles, 
health problems, pressure, stress, 
tension and worry brought by BIR 
Subpoena. 


Lecturer/Educator: Mr. EMELINO T 
MAESTRO, CPA, TAX AGENT & 
FOUNDER OF TAX ACCOUNTANT 
SOCIETY & Auditor Ng Bayan [NGO]. 
P3,000.+vaVPAX; IF PAYMENT 
RECEIVED belore July 14, 50% disc.; 
Call 02-7420383 / 0922-8630922/ 02- 
4131793 / 02-4149336 /0922-8620922 
Look for ERIC, LEN or SONIA 


Asiana Airlines from Seoul on 
Friday night (Saturday mon- 
ing in Manila), 

“He appeared to be travel- 
ing alone,” Asuque told the 
Inquiren in a phone interview. 

“Asuque told reporters that 
the DFA had not cancelled 
Bolante's passport, allowing 
him to travel freely. 

“This is a visa case. It is the 
decision of a country’s immi- 
‘gration officals if they would 
allow a person to enter their 
‘country or cancel one's visa,” 
he said in Filipino. 

‘Asuque also said there was 
no information if Bolante's 
arrest and detention were re- 
lated to the fertilizer scam. 


‘His fate’ 

Throughout the Senate's 
six public hearings spread 
over six months, Bolante was 
a noshow, often using his 
travels abroad as then direc- 
tor of Rotary International as 
excuse 

Last year, the miffed sena- 
tors*cited him for contempt 
and ordered his arrest. 

Bolante's arrest in the Uni 
ed States is “his fate; 
Magsaysay told the Ingumen. 

“Bad news for him, good 
news for the country and the 
farmers. This is an issue of 
counting and accountabili 
the senator said, adding: 


LACSON: His exposé started itall 


“Weld like the US authorities to se- 
‘cure his person and his life, given that 
he has been avoiding testifying at the 
Senate hearing.” 

Magsaysay also said that once 
the US immigration authorities 
were done with Bolante, the 
Philippines Bureau of Immigration 
could send agents to Los Angeles 
to serve the Senate arrest order on 
the man, 

“They should bring him to the Sen- 
ate so he can face us and answer some 
questions on the scam,” Magsaysay 
said 

He said he was not ruling out init 
ating an inquiry into other govern- 
ment fund releases for the purchase 
of farmers’ inputs. 

“But weld rather that the Ombuds 
‘man do something about [Bolante], 
he said. 

‘The senator also said the govern- 
ment should extend assistance to 
Bolante as a citizen, and not as a pub- 
licofficial. 

“He should be assured of his safety 
and handled without physical risk. 
‘And that he gets his lawyers,” 
‘Magsaysay said. “But beyond that, it's 
up to government officials to handle 
him. Hemightberoo hottohandle” È 


Ombudsman Gutierrez 

Drilon said Ombudsman Mercedi- 
tas Gutierrez, whose office is investi- 
gating the fertilizer fund scam, 
should invoke the RP-US Extradition 
‘Treaty “to bring back Bolante.” 

“She is familiar with the treaty be- 
‘cause as then stave counsel of the De- 
partment of Justice, Mercy Gutierrez 
assisted me in negotiating the treaty,” 
Drilon, who served as justice secre- 
tary during the Aquino administra- 
tion, said in reply to a question from 
the ingunn. 

Danilo Ramos, secretary general of 
the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilip- 
inas who testified at the Senate in- 
quiry, also said Bolante “must imme- 
diately be extradited to the Philip- 
pines to face the charges against 
him." 

“He must be punished for his 
crimes against the peasants, particu- 
larly his involvement in the P728-mil~ 
lion fertilizer seam," Ramos said. 

Pimentel, however, said Bolante 
could turn state witness “to save his 
evil skin and send more guilty pe 
sons tojail.” With areport from Gil 
C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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Bombay picks up pieces after railway bombings kill 190 = 
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presents itself to the world as a crowded and cos- 
mopolitan metropolis where bankers dine with 


movie stars and fashion models party until dawn. Others crowded around hospital notice boards. | 5p == -| we tone E Be 
Or To milion pele staggledtore- change and other places in the cty: kiling more pouring overs of the dead and wounded pos | ll ll ae a EB rem, te 
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groups—the Kashmiri militant group 
Tashkar-eTayyaba and the banned Students Is- 
Jamie Movement of India—were responsible for 
the blasts, Both groups were blamed for a series 


PHILIPPI 


terrorists in recent years, with bombers killing 
191 in Madrid in 2004 and 52 in London last 


year 
1n 1993, bombers hit the Bombay Stock Ex- 


Other reports, however, gave different timelines. 

(On Wednesday the Press Trust of India quoted 
police as saying the casualty toli had hit 190 dead 
and 625 wounded. 
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the Bhabha hospital near Bandra. 
‘She had also visited a morgue. “Tm just very 
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of Bombay bombings in 2003. Residents overcame their fears and returned 

But two of the main Islamic militant groups into the trains early Wednesday. However, there 1hp-P1 6,500 

the Himalayan region—LashkareTayyaba and Was none ofthe usual crush onthe tains, which |4 shp-P148,500, aer25008 

ezbai Muphedeen condemned the bombings Serve some 6 million people a day, making it |2.shp-P30,000, 4hp-P45,00 
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Worried residents 


condemned the blasts and said in a statement 
searched through the 


that “mujahedeen cannot be involved in such MANILA: 1851 M. OROSA ST., MALATE, MLA. 


heinous crimes.” might for missing Tel. Nos.: 5244328 + 5240529 + 5245290 
friends and relatives. QC 86 GUEZON AVE Tel, 7490581 
Global condemnation Dozens of people stood geram 
Tuesdays atacks drew condemnation from in hospitals, canying | "T MESS 
around the worid. (See story in The World, Page pictures ofthe missing. | Fros casthatea r 
420). “We have gone p | "emomossmen 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said four hospitals, he | oo 


would have called by 
now,” sobbed Shakun- 
tala Wari who was 
looking for her 24 
year-old son Vikas at 


“terrorists” were behind the bombings, which he 
called “shocking and cowardly” 

‘With the annual monsoon leaving the busting 
Arabian Sea port overcast and damp, police 
picked through the mangled train cars, placing ev- 
idence in blue plastic 
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ly the bombs were 
placed but it appears 
they were kept in the 
luggage racks," said 
police inspector Yesh- 
‘want Patil, who was 
helping sift through 
one wrecked train car. 

Patil assessment 
matches with initial re- 
Ponts that most of the 
victims suffered head 
and chest injuries, pre- 
sumably from blasts 
above their heads. 

But even as authori- 
ties were still trying to 
determine the nature 
of the bombs, the 
CNNIBN television 
news channel cited po- 
lice sources as saying 
that powerful RDX ex- 
plosives were used and 
that timers were found 
at one of the stations 
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Helping those 
who can’t hear well 


hit 
Governments 
around the world 


tightened security in 
cities from New Delhi 
to New York after the 
eight blasts, which 
struck seven trains 
within minutes of each 
other during the early 
evening rush hour In- 
dia's cities remained on 
high alert. 

Commuter transit 
systems have been 
tempting targets for 


A someting you ed 1o just "We win. We have me 
lo 

N Soiex, te toning fst = prump. prodee and pons I 

(reste w come m ir a mst we con orange D yeu be d e, 

‘tro your own ome, For ha eer ares! yous Cal yt we 

‘py srada a “no obigaton” FREE HEARING TEST 


867-1916 


LE 


‘Derierion Corporation 


Manila Water 


SHARPest solution 
for your home and office 
business needs 


Se š 
Temporary water interruption 
in Mandaluyong City needed 
to upgrade facilities 


Sharp Multifunecion Fax Machine AM-aoo is a 
‘multifunction soluion chat blends seamlessly 

Wich your office space and provides produeriviey 

You naed. In a single space saving package it delivers 
‘int functionality FAX, COPY, PRINT and 
COLOUR SCAN. Also wich the SHARP DESK 
sofware for File Management it enables you to 
fforlessiy organize and combine over 300 differen file 
tvpes on your desktop. 

Also available SHARP Thermal and Plain Paper Fax 
models chac will suit your home and office business needs. 


Manila Water is currently upgrading its facilities and fine-tuning the network to 
improve the distribution of water in the East Zone. We regret that we will have to 
temporarily interrupt water supply in portions of Mandaluyong City starting 10:00 p.m., fi 
Thursday, July 13, 2006, up to 4:00 a.m., Friday, July 14, due to the interconnection of f, 
mainlines. The following areas will be affected: Brgys. Hagdang Bato Libis, Hagdang 
Bato Itaas, Bagong Silang, Harapin Ang Bukas, Poblacion and Pag-Asa. : 
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Leap Lay Loy 
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Manila Water Company advises all residents of the said areas to store enough water 
prior to the scheduled interruptions to avoid inconvenience. 


s For the latest update, please call our 


¢ ) Customer Call Center Hotline at 1627. 


fi & 


MANILA BRANCH Tol. No 034-63 51 to 59 
CEBU BRANCH Tot, No.: (032) 344-1185 
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We don’t just lay pipes, we improve lives. 
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Legitimacy still 


JHE COUNTRY'S CATHOLIC BISHOPS MAY BE 

pushing the people to mount another people power 

uprising, former Senate President Jovito Salonga 
warned. “The bishops are virtually telling the people 
there is no more hope,” Salonga said following the refusal 
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines to 
support the second attempt to impeach President Maca- 

pagal-Arroyo. 

EDITORIAL _ In their latest pastoral statement, 
the bishops said they were “not in- 
clined” to support the impeachment process which was 
bound to be unproductive like the first one given the rules 
and the “mind-sets of all participating parties.” But Salon- 
ga said that “for all its imperfections,” impeachment was 
the only legal means for Ms Arroyo to answer allegations 
that she had stolen the 2004 elections. “If you close that 
avenue because of the official stand of the influential 
CBCB there may be no other way open to the people than 
resort to people power,” he said. 

Caloocan Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez, who signed one 
of several new impeachment complaints against the Pres- 
ident, echoed the same warning. Iñiguez said the people’s 
desire to know the truth remains, so “if this constitutional 
means should fail, they will look for other avenues.” 

This is not the kind of warning that Malacafiang and its 
allies in the House of Representatives are likely to heed. 
In fact, they are gloating over the CBCP’s hands-off 
stance, with Speaker Jose de Venecia taking a big leap 
and proclaiming that the pastoral statement has “re- 
moved the moral basis for the new impeachment com- 
plaints.” They know the opposition cannot gather the 
“critical mass” necessary for a people power uprising. It 
tried to do it several times last year and failed, and there 
is no reason to think it will succeed any time in the near 
future. For as much as Filipinos distrust administration 
officials, they have also grown cynical about the inten- 
tions of opposition leaders—just like the bishops—and 
they are not about to march in the streets to demand that 
the truth be told about the elections of 2004. And with a 
President who is hell-bent on blocking every effort—in- 
cluding that of the Senate—to ascertain the truth, the Fil- 
ipino people may have to wait until 2010 to get the full 
story—but that is assuming they will elect a new leader 
who is less than friendly to Ms Arroyo. 

‘They can find out the truth about 2004 earlier, if they 
want to—by next year in fact. They can do this by electing 
to Congress people who will support the President's im- 
peachment. The opposition doesn't have to win the ma- 
jority of seats in the House to impeach the President, all it 
needs are 80 votes and the impeachment complaint goes 
to the Senate. 

With the new attempt to impeach Ms Arroyo facing ter- 
tain defeat, the opposition should shift gears and focus 
their efforts on the 2007 elections. Opposition candidates 
can make the search for truth and justice the central issue 
of the campaign and hold the incumbents accountable: for 
their vote in the impeachment complaint. This is better 
than the proposal of former Comelec Chair Christian 
Monsod to turn the 2007 polls into a referendum on the 
Arroyo administration, which would veer away from the 
issue of legitimacy and focus on the President's perfor- 
mance. After all, good works cannot legitimize a stolen 
victory, if indeed Ms Arroyo stole it as her critics have 
charged. 

If the new impeachment effort is futile as the bishops 
seem to believe it is, it isn’t exactly a useless exercise. It 
keeps the issue burning in the consciousness of the Fil- 
ipino people. And if the people want to help unlock the 
secret that the administration wants to keep sealed, they 
will have that opportunity next year. 


Death certificate 


‘a dozen Palestinian officals and lawmakers have drawn no reac- 
tion from the international community. For several days now, the 
Palestinians and their civil facilities have been the target of relentless 
Israeli onslaught, which imparts an unequivocal message to the Pales- 


I ‘SRAEES INTENSIFIED ATTACKS ON GAZA AND ITS SEIZURE OF 


inian and to the ouside worl. 

"The Israelis have apparently taken advantage 

FOREIGN „g'e abduction ofa 19 year-sislderin order 

COMMENT to write the death certificate for the Hamas-ied 

government 

‘The worlds silence is widely seen as a license to Israel to continue 
its wanton rampage with impunity. Z 

The Egyptian Gazette (Cairo, Egypt) 
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Bullies with diplomas 


POLITICAL BULLIES ARE USUALLY SKINNED 
in this section of the Inquiaen. But this column 
is about school bullies, real ones—and how 
their cruelty blights lives long after diplomas 
start to fade. 

‘At the Ateneo last week, Prof. Onofre Pagsan- 
jan told his students that he attended the wake 
for Ramon Cordero Salvosa, 32. Who? 

Many Ateneans today know Benjamin 
Salvosa Il, He authored the textbook: “Called 
To Discover Our Christian Roots.” He teaches a 
cours, titled: “Living in a World of Lights and 
Shadows,” about living in a world of good, 
marred by evil. But Ramon? 

‘Actually, Ramon belonged to an amazing 
Atenco honors class, Pagsanjan recalled. When 
there'd be Reading of Honors ceremonies, the 
whole class often mounted the stage. Ramon 
‘was No. 2in that demanding cluster 

“That was expected. In grade school, he'd tick 
off names of the US and Philippine presidents, 
in order, tossing in their middle names. “in 
grade school, when the teachers saw us they 
‘would say, ‘Look, there's Ramon Salvosa and his 
brother” Benjie remembers. 

In Grade 7, two transfer students joined this 
exceptional class. They too were bright. But 
they were also bullies who tormented class- 
mates as nerds and weaklings. And they picked 
on the two brightest students: the overweight 
clumsy Ramon and the cass president. 

“Intelligence, unfortunately, does not mean 
kindness,” Benjie writes. Those who were more 
intelligent and privileged can sometimes be 
more cruel than the average person. 

‘One of the two withstood the bullying and 
graduated college at the top of his batch, 
Pagsanjan said. “The other, Ramon, was broken 
for life.” (He) simply could not cope with un- 
provoked cruelty and drifted from school to 
school. “The gical wounds of his trau- 
ma never healed.” Only within his family did he 
feel safe from the jering and bruising. 

‘Abattered Ramon left the Ateneo, and setded 
in their quiet PhilAm family home in Quezon 
City He'd spend hours reading and writing in his 


‘THE CELEBRATIONS THAT ERUPTED, OR 
were whipped up, in the wake of Manny Pac- 
{quiao’s victory over Oscar Larios last week sud- 
denly made me think of aswangs. Indeed, the 
whole phenomenon of Pacquiao becoming the 
quintessential Filipino hero, knocking off (pun 
intended, teeth fying and all) the self-effacing 
Efren “Bata” Reyes for the bonor, made me 
think of aswangs. That is not as facetious as it 
sounds. 

'Aswang sightings have a sanguine (pun in- 
tended as well, komiks-ype blood-curdling 
gore and all) history in this country, appear- 
ing—if sociologists are to be believed—in dire 
times, when people are hungry and desperate. 
The manananggal, an underworld creature 


that leaves the lower half of its female body in ` 


some secret nook while its upper half forages 
for prey, drawn in particular by the smell of the 
unborn ferus, is the usual MFO or much-identi- 
fied flying object there. On dark, rainy and 
‘moonless nights, or sometimes even in light, 
dry and moonlit ones, it can be seen in a haze 
swooping jaggedly across the skyline, or be 
heard flapping its wings as it alights on a roof, 

‘The sightings normally take place in the 
‘countryside, but to go by reports on tabloids 
and (crime) TY they have also been known on 
‘occasion to happen in the dark alleys of shan- 
tytowns. They galvanize the community to ac- 
tion, the local leaders organizing night vigils. 1 
do not know if they hold torches aloft, like in 
the movies, or croak in imitation Transylvani- 
an accents. I do know they scour secluded 
places in hopes of discovering the mananang- 
{a's lair. The belief being that if the lower half 
Of its body is laden with salt, the upper half 
‘would no longer be able to reconnect to it and 
perish in the sunlight. 

1 don’t know if any community has actually 
destroyed an aswang. The stories about the 
sightings disappear from the newspaper read- 
ters’ sight or the TV viewers’ view far more sud- 
denly than the aswangs themselves from the 
‘eyes of their spine-tingled beholders, But not 
after giving the community the satisfaction of 
having done something about a most mon- 
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father’s office. In those years, “we got to know 
the real Ramon—a gentle soul that couldn't 
harm a fiy and content with his books and Jong 
walks,” Benjie said. And he “would walk for 
hours on end on his good days,” Pagsanjan said. 
“But on the bad days, he would hear the taunt- 
ing and jeering and ridiculing all over again. 
This went on for over 18 years of his life.” 

Ramon just didn't know how to fight back. 
‘And his classmates, teachers and school admin- 
istrators did everything they could to stop the 
bullying, Benjie says. “But even they couldn't 
watch Ramon every minute of the day. He could 
not function like before. After a while, it became 
clear to us that he may never be able to return to 
school and be the way he was.” 

‘Athis wake, Ateneo Honors Class 1989 class 
president—now Francis Alvarez of the Society 
of Jesus—told Ramon's mother, Carmen: "Mrs. 
‘Salvosa, Tim very sorry and would like to apolo- 
gize that we were not able to assist and shield 
Ramon from the bullies that tormented him at 
the grade school. I was also a target of those 
same bullies. They used to lock me in the rest 
room.” 

"The darkness that had engulfed Ramon led 
him to regard his home here in PhilAm and the 
park here where he walked every day, as an en- 
clave, a sanctuary where no one would hurt him 
any further,” his father Jerry said. 

“That was the boy we lost: so exuberant, so 
spontaneous and so keen about leaming,” his 
father added in the family response after the fu- 
neral Mass, We lost... the promise of a life that 
was supposed to be a joyful journey into an un- 

imited world of learning.” 

Periodically in those 18 crippled years, dark- 


Sightings 


‘Strous threat to their lives, notably to that of 
their newborns or about-io-be-borns. 

‘Sociologists explain it thus: It has nothing to 
do with people having hallucinations from 
hhunger pangs. It has everything to do with peo- 
ple projecting their fears into something tangi- 
bie that they can do something about. Life's 
problems are far too complex and people are at 
their wits'end tying to make sense of them, let 
alone solve them. Easier to fight aswangs, For 
all their horrific aspects, the aswangs can be 
vanquished with garlic, crucifix and (drunken) 
machismo. You defeat aswangs—the sign of 
victory being simply that they are no longer 
sighted after the vigil and vigilance—you gain 
a token or vicarious victory over life's prob- 
lems. 

Pacquiao's feats, or fists, are not unlike that. 
‘Of course, there's the aspect as well of his hav- 
ing become the ideal Filipino Everyman be 
cause he embodies the hopes of the bedraggled 
Poor about how to escape their lot. Or quite lit- 
rally how to ight their way out of their plight. 
Trs nothing neve Every impoverished Brazilian 
too—and they are legion—dreams of becom- 
ing another Ronaldo, a poor kid who used to 
play football barefoot in an obscure street in 
Rio and who went on to become one of the 
greatest players, of the “beautiful game.” 
‘Which meant being fabulously rich apart from 
being fabulously famous. Not everyone can be- 
come a Ronaldo, or a Pacquiao, but as the song 
‘goes, "I can dream, can't 1?" 

More than that—which is the reason the 
current regime has capitalized on Pacquiao's 
fortunes— Pacquaio has also become, or been 
turned, into the token, vicarious, substitute 
way of dealing with the country’s problems. 


ness would sweep over Ramon. The voices of 
his tormentors screamed through his head. In 
that recurring dark night, there'd be two lights 
for Ramon, 

“My father, Jerry, was always present to him 
and there for him,” Benjie recalls. The other was 
my mother Carmen who took care of him day 
and night. Every night, she'd check on Ramon. 
Ifill she'd pray the rosary over him.” 

Tn the last rwo weeks of his life, darkness 
swept over Ramon. The old cruel jeers re- 
echoed unceasingly in his head. For 18 years, 
Ramon's mother patiently brought him to con- 
fession. Now, Carmen convinced him to go to 
the sacrament of reconciliation, this time to 
specifically forgive the tormentors who still 
hhaunted him. "I have forgiven them,” he said af- 
ter what was to be his last confession. 

“With hindsight, we wish we had told Ra- 
mon, that these were the times to act instine- 
tively, just like an angry dog,” the father told 
those gathered for the wake. 

“In times of peace, sons bury their fathers,” 
my father would often say. "In times of war, fa- 
thers bury their sons. There must be a war Be- 
cause Thad just buried my son today, dead atthe 
hands of violent men. There must be a war .... It 
is the war that Ramon could not comprehend or 
grasp: a war against unprovoked, deliberate 
cruelty and viciousness.” 

În an admirable expression of constrained 
grief, Pagsanjan told his class. “Our Father in 
heaven must have looked down with much gen- 
tleness and love on this grieving father. God, the 
Father would understand him. For He too had a 
son who was bullied on the cross.” 

Friends and Ateneo students today ask the 
Salvosas: How do you feel? “OF course, we're 
sad and miss seeing him around,” they reply. 
“But at the same time, we are happy because 
hell never hear those voices again: no more 
hur, no more pain. It means Ramon will never 
fall into the darkness again and forever be in the 
Tight” 


E-mail: juan_mercado@pacfic.net ph 


GMAs congratulatory words to Pacquiao after 
he beat Larios to a pulp were explicit in that 
thought. She wished, she said, that Filipinos 
‘would emulate Pacquiao and conquer their en- 
emies, or their nation’s problems, with heart 
and fist, Ofcourse, she did not compare herself 
to Larios when she exhorted her countrymen 
todo that 

Pacquaio's enemies are not unlike aswangs, 
however they take on rock-like solidity in the 
ring rather than flit about like phantoms in the 
night. For all their horrific aspects, particularly 
in the form of Marco Antonio Barrera, Juan 
Manuel Marquez and Erik Morales—Larios 
‘was just cannon fodder—they can be van- 
quished with blood and guts, heart and fist, 
muscle and machismo, Unlike grinding pover- 
ty whose solution is unknown and unknow- 
able, the enemy is right there waiting to be 
pummeled. Unlike powerlessness whose solu- 
tion is elusive and unclear, the enemy is right 
there waiting to be tackled. Unlike life's prob- 
Jems, which are far too complex (people are at 
their wits'end trying to make sense of them, let 
alone solve them), the enemy is identifiable, 
understandable, beatable. 

Tm not knocking aswangs and boxing as 
people's ways of dealing with crushing reality. 
‘They are coping mechanisms, and heaven 
knows we all ean do with ways to cope with the 
nightmarish pass we find ourselves in today. 
But the danger is when the projection becomes 
the injection, when the invention becomes the 
intervention, when the temporary illusion be- 
comes the permanent reality. The danger is 
when the escape substitutes for the living. 
Aswang sightings have not been very plentiful 
these days but Pacquiao sightings, particularly 
inthe form of ads, are so, That's fine, solong as 
we do not forget that there are far more real 
aswangs right there who have been sinking 
their fangs into our necks allthis time; and far 
more vicious enemies who have been blud: 
geoning us to a bloody pulp all this time. We 
forget that, we'll end up bled dry among the 
bushes of history. 

‘We forget that, we'll end up TKOed by life. 
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‘THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF 
the Philipines, in a "Pastoral Letter on Socal 
Concerns," which was issued after its recent ple- 
nary assembly, said it was “not inclined at the pre- 
sent moment to favor the impeachment process” 
as the means for establishing the truth about the 
allegations that President Macapagal-Arroyo 
cheated in the 2004 elections. The CBCP said that 


tion politicians seeking Ms Arroyo's ouster are on- 
ly after their own selfish agenda; and that anoth- 
er move to impeach the President will only bring 
about greater instability and hinder economic re- 
forms and programs, Clearly, the bishops do not 
wantto be used by any selfish interest. 

‘The bishops must have been guided by their 
sense of pragmatism, They obviously do not be- 
lieve the second impeachment can prosper; so, 
despite their divine calling, they do not want to 
be party to a lost cause. In fact, even the Hyatt 
10 has abandoned the call for GMAs ouster 
‘through impeachment, and has gone back to 
singing their old refrain: that GMA “make the 
‘supreme sacrifice and voluntarily relinquish 
her office.” But that prospect also looks quite 
hopeless to the group, for now it is proposing 
the holding of a snap presidential election. The 
arrogance ofits members is unbelievable. 

‘Many pundits have noted how recent events 
are unraveling in GMAS favor. The capture of six 
Magdalo soldiers in their hideout near the 


Bishops treated as hacks? 


IF IT IS TRUE THAT SOMEONE HAD BEEN 
distributing money envelopes—supposedly from 
Malacafang—to members of the Catholic Bish- 
ops’ Conference ofthe Philippines during their re- 
treat and plenary assembly, 1 hold the bishops 
paniy to blame. How could this have happened? 

‘According to an INQURER news report yester- 
day by Christian V Esguerra, a bishop (described 
as “soft-spoken” and “low-key”) admitted having 
been handed an envelope by a “casual-looking* 
man who had introduced himself as a messenger 
“from Malacafiang.” 

How could the bishops or their personnel al- 
low in an outsider during their retreat and del 
erations on a much-awaited statement? Why was 
this Mr Moneybag allowed to walk around and 
distribute envelopes containing between 
120,000 and 20,000? 1f this indeed happened or 
was allowed to happen, then one could only con- 
clude that the bishops were caught unawares or 
“eatanga-tanga,"Sorry, but that is the translation 
in Filipino and its root word does not sound nice. 

T they were in conclave electing @ pope, word 
‘would have gotten out before white smoke could 
come outof the chimney. 

‘and why didn't anyone raise a howl right there 
and then? The bishops were after allin their terri- 
tory. They were not guests in a place where deco- 
rum would have dictated that they did not em- 
Barrass their host with an uproar. If 1 were on the 
receiving end, 1 would have roared, "Who the 
devil sent you?! or “Begone, Satan!” then called 
Security and staff to help investigate who the un- 
invited guest was. 

“This was an incident that would have merited 
wrath not so unlike the wrath Jesus displayed in 
the temple when he saw it being defiled by those 
trying to earn a few bucks ina sacred place. There 
was a proper place for such activities, Jesus said, 
Inthe same way that there is a proper manner to 
send donations to bishops- 

‘Whoever was the devil who sent the money en- 
velopes during that occasion, one thing is evi- 
‘dent_—that petson/those persons had no respect 
for the bishops. The bishops were looked upon 


THE APPOINTMENT OF TARLAC REP JESLI 
Lapus as secretary of education brings down to 
77 the number of votes required to send articles 
of impeachment to the Senate. Never has the bar 
been set so low and yet seemingly unattainable 

‘One reason is that the pressure on members of 
the House of Representatives remains divorced 
from the unpopularity of the President: some po- 
litical observers are of the opinion that support- 
{ng an unpopular President will never be a politi- 
cal liability for members of the House. The con- 
gressmen know it and act accordingly. Many are 
the blessings to be gained for continuing to pooh- 
pooh impeachment, as Nueva Ecija Rep. Rodolfo 
‘Antonino Ecija fully knows (as part of the Presi- 
denv’s party in Rome, he was seen wearing a 
broad smile). 

However, the administration's behavior in re- 
cent weeks showed continued nervousness on its 
part, and increasing ruthlessness in dealing with 
Allies who have come to be perceived as liabili- 
ties. But then, what are pawns for, if not victims to 
be offered up as strategic sacrifices? Irs pawn- 
feeding time. 

“The war on the Catholic Church has proven 
fruitful: so long as the bishops remain divided, 
their words can be downplayed. What does it 
matter If some bishops were offended, as one 
Bishop put it, by the offer of cash envelopes? 
‘What's important is that bishops are porrayed as 
not beyond the temptation of cash. That percep- 
tion, once planted in the minds of the public, can 
only erode the credibility of whatever they say. In 
the time of Ferdinand Marcos, for every Jaime 
Cardinal Sin who became increasingly critical, 
there was always a Julio Cardinal Rosales to fawn 
on the ruling couple. The same applies today re- 
sulting in, at the very least, a pastoral statement 
that ean still be spun in helpful ways. 

Releasing the video of Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, 
while disproving the existence ofa “Leftist Rightist 
conspiracy" et loose a cloud to follow Armed 
Forces Chièf of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga and a 
downpour on every one of his going-away parades. 
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Batasan and the release of the tape of detained 
Brig, Gen. Danilo Lim have doubtless discour- 

sd more House members from going to the side 
of the opposition. Lim's tape has reinforced the 
Justification for the issuance of Proclamation 
1017—in defense of the beleaguered State. Thus, 
it's predictable that the impeachment move will 
be killed in the House Committee on Justice. 

‘But perhaps, the biggest reason the impeach- 
ment move is doomed is that—despite the sizable 
number of people who do not believe in or like 
‘GMA—most Filipinos would rather see her finish 
her term in the hope she could completely turn 
‘around the economy, than support any destabi- 
lization move. Most people want closure to the 
cheating issue, so the country can move on. Our 
leaders should listen to them. 


Cecile Alvarez and I recently invited Rep. Joey 


dience nationwide. First, the 44-year-old, third- 
term Albay congressman, a graduate of manage- 
ment engineering from the Ateneo and of busi- 
ness management from the Asian Institute of 
‘Management, revealed that on his mother’s side, 
he has a lot of relatives who are religious nuns. 
We quipped that they must be busy keeping him 
cout of mischief with their prayers. 

Salceda also reveled in the fact that his native 
Bicol region has moved up from being the second 
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and treated as mere hacks that could be paid, 
bought, bribed and made to look like spineless 
fools lacking in virility—which they are not. Try 
saying that in Filipino. 

‘One could say; well, that goes with forays into po- 
litical territory where money talks. This is not to say 
that those in the Church hierarchy have no business 
speaking on secular and political issues. But how 
have some individual bishops been comporting 
themselves in relation to the unending political fra- 
cas? Hmmm, one too many trying-hard wannabes, 
ifyou ask me. But this is my own biased perception. 

"it was revolting, I felt insulted,” the bishop 
‘who comes from a poor diocese said. “Medyo 
garapal.” (Quite brazen.) 1 wish the bishop had 
allowed our reporter to name him. 

‘The envelopes were reportedly inserted into 
bishops pockets; and when they retuned to their 
rooms, they were surprised to find money inside 
the envelopes. Some said they were going to re- 
turn the money. 

To whom? 

Yes, beware of strangers inserting anything in- 
to your clothing, books, bags and other personal 
belongings. In airports, stations, malls and even 
hallowed places where bishops pray and meet. 

‘The news report said that as early as Monday, 
last week, the eve of the CBCP retreat that was to 
be followed by a plenary session, some Mala- 
cañang representatives (OK, plural now) were al- 
ready seen loitering at the Pope Pius XII Catholic 
Center. This was according to a bishop who had 
rejected an envelope offered to him. The “mes- 
‘sengers” approached bishops during break time 
and offered “livelihood” money. 

Livelihood? What could P20,000 to P30,000 


Pawn-feeding time 


THe LONG VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon IT 


Every officer has been warned that military disci- 
pline should be along the lines of Gen. Fabian Vers 
Famous (though apocryphal) response to Marcos! 
order for him to jump out the window: “From which 
floor, Sir?" The Commander in Chief's expectations 
‘of obedience are indeed strict. 

‘The question of a conspiracy can be addressed 
through the apprehension of escapees: there, the 
‘administration can claim, was a conspiracy, though 
how they could have accomplished their aims by 
being on the run remains unanswered. What official 
revelations suggest is that those captured may have 
been full of bravura, but prety far from actually ac- 
complishing anything. Though 1 really wonder how 
many Filipinos would weep were Congress to be 
held at gunpoint—not even the Presidents local 
government allies, themselves constanty at odds 
with congressmen, would mind. 

“There, t00, was the rather clever sidestepping of 
a Supreme Court deadline by throwing the least 
artisan—and controversial—of Comelec com- 
missioners to the wolves. And now, reports of the 
arrest of Joe-Joc Bolante, the one administration- 
identified individual who served as a living anti- 
dote to all the hysterics aimed by the President's 
supporters at critics like Dinky Soliman (déclassé 
as she is, can you honesty find her more reprehen- 
sible than Bolamte?). The pawns are indeed pienti- 
ful, and handing them over one by one not only 
buys time, bur further clouds the issues. 

‘Arecent survey by the Social Weather Stations 
says that the Presidents unpopularity has signifi- 
‘cantly decreased from -25 in March of this year, to 
13 as of June. Irs a big improvement, bringing 
her a couple of steps higher, but still pretty deep 


poorest after Muslim Mindanao tothe fourth poor- 
‘est, with 246,000 families freed from poverty dur- 
ing GMAS term. That Bicol is being rescued from 
the battor should think fining and ong aver. 
due, for it boasts of a powerhouse pac 

tors. Aside from Salceda, who's quite influential 
with GMA, there's Sen. Joker Arroyo, the lion of 
the Estrada impeachment and who has become 
even more influential now that the Wednesday 
Group is about to come into power, so to speak, 
with Sen. Manny Villar taking the Senate helm, In 
fact, some pundits read this group's infiuence as 
extending to Malacafiang, after its members had a 
cozy dinner with GMA about 10 days ago. Then 
there are Representatives Luis Villafuerte and Ed- 
cel Lagman, among the top legal luminaries in last 
years anti-impeachment team. 

We asked Salceda about the P64 billion that 
the senators had cut from the 2006 national 
budget. The cut ‘GMA to threaten to 
veto the budget if it were passed by Congress. 
Salceda stressed that in reality what the sena- 
tors cut was P129 billion. More on Salceda’s 

Margie Pengson Juico, a close associate of for- 
‘mer President Corazon Aquino, called to deny a 
perception—aired here by some quarters—that 
CBCP president Ange! Lagdameo is close to Ms 
Aquino and is anti-GMA because of the influence 
of Margie, whose mother is a Lagdameo. She said 
that her perceived closeness to the prelate, while 
flattering, is not based on facts. The truth, she 
said, is that if they were to meet ata gathering, be 
may not be able to recognize her. Besides, there 
are many other Lagdameo relatives quite lose to 
GMA. Among them are Cynthia Carrion-Norton, 
GMA physical fimess mentor, new ambassador 
to Mexico Antonio Lagdameo; Chris Carrion, co- 
chair of the Edsa People Power Commission, and 
Marilou L Varona, GMAS correspondence secre- 
ay 


do fot livelihood? Thë bishop-informant was 
right—the amount was not for livelihood projects 
but for the individual bishops’ personal use. 

Malacafiang merely laughed off the report 
about the messengers who offered envelopes. 
‘Were they impostors then? If Malacafiang didn't 
send them, who did? 

Now presidential chief of staff Michael Defen- 
sor is saying that henceforth donations would be 
directly given to bishops or the diocesan social 
action centers (SACs). This was supposed to be 
the suggestion of governors, mayors and NGOs. 
This was supposed to prevent jealousy among lo- 
cal officials and NGOs. 

‘Atleast one bishop, Parafiaque's Bishop Jesse 
Mercado, has said that he has rejected offers of 
medicine, rice, noodles and other stuff offered by 
the Arroyo administration. Indeed, why give 
these to the bishops when there are government 
agencies that can handle these? Sure, in a disas- 
ter situation, the diocesan SACs could act as con- 
duits, but nowadays when the color of money is 
the color of poles, he Church should be more 
circumspect and safely suspicious. 

(On the other side of the globe, Pope Benedict 
XVI did nor mince words when he spoke at the 
huge two-day family rally in Valencia, Spain. He 
repeatedly condemned threats to the so-called 
traditional family, among them, same-sex mar- 
riage and fastarack divorce. Alas, nothing was 
heard about the clear and present danger that is 
the physical fragmentation of families as a result 
of parents leaving home to work in foreign lands. 
Global economics have taken a toll on poor fami- 
lies. Disparities in the wealth of nations have 
forced millions of parents to leave their children 
in order to give them a better life. 

Inquinsn’s topnotch sports columnist Recah 
‘Trinidad will launch “Pacific Storm,” his book 
on the life and rise of boxing champ Manny 
Pacquiao at 6 p.m. today, July 13, at the Na- 
tional Book Store in Shangri-la Mall on Edsa. 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


in the basement of public opinion. 

Her unpopularity has significantly increased in 
Metro Manila, sinking to an unprecedented -48 
asof June; and what's of greater significance, her 
‘unpopularity has increased among those former- 
ly considered the bulwark of her support base: 
the ABC classes. Those classes had her at -17 in 
March; as of June, her unpopularity stood at -27, 
which is a big change. The only times she's been 
more unpopular, apparently, were in December of 
2000 and May of last year. 

So while the President can breathe a sigh of re- 
lief that the masses are less inclined to lynch her, 
its still not saying much. In the Visayas, her re- 
gional bailiwick outside of Pampanga, public 
Opinion seems statistically neutral: she has a +2 
rating, a big improvement from the -12 she had in 
March. Mindanao, too, showed a large shift, from 
32 to to -7. Negative numbers aren't something, 
to boast about in a democracy, where the Ameri- 
cans for example, are heaping scorn on George W. 
Bush for having a rating in the low 30s: he's never 
hit negative numbers but it seems scandalous to 
‘Americans that they have a president disliked by 
roughly 70 percent of the population. Here at 
home, the chief executive knows she's luckier. 

Tt doesn’t matter that more people dislike her 
than like her, so long as those who don’t like her 
fail to reach a critical mass. As it stands, those 
who are satisfied with the President comprise 34 
percent of the population; those who are dissatis- 
fied, 48 percent. Subtracting one from the other 
is why the SWS can conclude that the President's 
net satisfaction stood at -13 as of June. 

Tes all a matter of, as the song goes, “how low 
can you go?" Like singing “Limbo Rock” at a 
beach party, the surveys only serve to show that 
the stick of public opinion can be held lower and 
lower, but the President will find a way to slide 
underneath, without falling on her back. And 
that’s because she recognized, earlier than most, 
that our democracy operates not on what majori 
ties you hold, but the stubbornness of the minori- 
ties you can retain. 

i a 
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Different worlds 


“WHAT DO YOU GET FROM HELPING THESE POOR PEO- 
ple—fulfilment ” my friend demanded. 

“No, Ijust love..." began to say, but he cut me off 

“Stop. Nonsense. They are helpless. Anyway, have you — 
seen the pictures of people Tve met and the places I've been 
toin Friendster?” 
sw 


“Yes, the pictures were great.” 
Ruel Punongbayan si 


“Now, that’s fulfillment!” 

I was talking on the phone with an old college buddy, 
SS See 
We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 192 


Young BLoop 


whom 1 hadn't seen 
ineightyears. He was 
to the up- 
date I had given him: 
Iwas working for a 
non-government. or- 
ganization pushing 
for agrarian reform 
and rural develop- thoughts on current issues? We 
ment and had spent welcome contributions from the A 
some of my good twentysomething and below.—Ed. 
years assisting the nann EO 
peasants and the indigenous people in their struggle to ac- H2 
quire the lands they till. tod 
Pocholo (Choy) and 1 got to be friends when we were 18 
studying at the University of the Philippines in Diliman sev- s3 
eral years ago. I hadn't seen him since we went our separate rij 
‘ways during our sophomore year. I shifted to public adminis- >y 
tration, while Choy took up mass communications. But even °” 
then, [already knew he would make it big, primarily because "VS 
ofhis talent: he could mimic voices of famous celebrities and 82 
persons (he could make good old Willy Nepomuceno sound 291 
{ike an amateur, no kidding). During our college days, he ) 
was already dubbing voices for foreign cartoons scheduled 3, 
forshowing on local TV ae 
"Although he was from Bataan, Choy was not your typical 25} 
down-to-earth promdi. He was cocky but very sociable at the ‘2 
Same time. Whenever he got his paycheck for dubbing those 1st 
‘cartoons, he would take me out for a dinner of spicy caldere- f 
tain a carinderia at the back of Vinzons Hall or we would pig, 
out on food bought from the "Arstocart” in front of Narra 
Residence Hall ne 
A few weeks before our first phone conversation after 87% 
years of being incommunicado, Choy had sent me a message “16 
Tequesting for his name's inclusion on my list of friends from 1 
a well-known online social network. Surprised, I quickly did siq 
as he requested and sent him my cell phone number along y4 
with a hello-how-do-you-do message. Browsing through his "> 
account, I saw pictures of him taken all over the world, with 9 
famous landmarks in the background. Reading through, I 21 
learned that after graduating, he put up a company which si 
sources out voices and sound effects for cartoons and other Y)o 
productions both local and foreign. It was obvious that Choy giy 
‘was, to use his own words, “big time” nov. 
“There's no money in development work,” he told me. 1 
“Lokar me, aren'tyou envious? [have lots of money.” f3 
“Certainly not,” I replied. "I love my work and my heart 319 
goes to the people I serve. But Tm happy for you, bro. You've yla 
‘come along way.” tigh 
“Quit your job and enjoy life.” he urged me. "Life is too 
short, dude.” o 
“[ will not quit my job,” 1 told him firmly. “Life is too short fw 
indeed, and thar is why Tm making the most of it.” r 
‘There was silence on the other side. He must have hung gw 
up. Odd, I sid ro myself at 
T went back to my computer and wondered what happened . 
to Choy. Wasn't he being too arrogant? Was he the same guy1 24 
used to hang out with? Where was he coming from? “toh 
T kept going back to our brief conversation. After a while, 21 
ry thoughts Began to focus on myself. Maybe it was me who | 03 
had changed. What happened to me? 7 
Twas a bi confused, to be honest about it. To help me think. 
and process the things running in my head, I made myself a “8 
cup of chamomile tea. was taking my third sip when 1 found >! 
it Iwas like an enlightened Archimedes sitting in his tub. 189 
1 realized that Choy and 1 hadn't changed. We were the 130 
same persons as before. He was still a maverick and quick with oj 
Words, while was seill laid-back and reflective. It was just that 4, 
Wwe were in two different worlds now We looked at things from 
different perspectives. He saw poor people as statistics while 19M 
new the names and the lines on the faces of those people. He NA 
was in awe of the design of landmarks he visited while appre- ezi 
ciated the hard labor expended and the stories behind these ger 
feats. He enjoyed his living while I celebrated life. a 
Tsighed with reliefas I recognized this truth; itis not every ~ 
day that 1 learn a new lesson in life. And with a smile on my ‘4 
face, I went on with my work. I 
sse 
Ruel Punongbayan, 28, is a program monitoring officer at the s931 
Project Development Institute, an NGO advocating agrarian re- siqi 
form and rural development. bs 
liw 
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A OPINION THURSDA UL 13,200 
Who has the right to complain hae $. Intriguing form of cover-up 


ó TEMAS ECSTASY FOR ME TO vostes might as well Imagine 
Taai z ‘watch the "Witness" episode on these husbands as potential cam- 
DOES ONE WELL-LIT LAMPPOST by December 2006. __f you want the Philippines t 5 the Lukayo, to see empowered paigners for gender equality, 

on a dark city block really make a Around June 16, I noticed a catch up with the rest of our Sees trite cman et cat | ii gegi rari The 
difference? lamppost in the middle of the neighbors in Asia, arm your strong Gtr, doing on thar fealy ex vison Review snd Claacadon 
| „T ved in the United States for block, across Ayala Museum, ilu: faith with goal-oriented action. Scat ry earr ey phd pai o Gat dorai eeng praen 
17 years, the last nine years in minating the once dark street. I- Doing the right thing is not always sa iis 
|New York City. Ireturned home to thank the group of people who easy: And in a country whose poverty doubted Te at nae eo bp perb a 


many of which deal with phallic screens. Hence, it idered the 
(Mena Ct 2003, more made this happen. Congratla- moral compass isnotexactlyinor. THENATIONALSTATISTICALCO- symbols that represent ele fer. documentary offensive, On the od- 


j American than my Filipino family tions! der, doing the right thing is also ordination Board came outrecent- lity or simply a way to respond to er hand, ir seems easy for the MTR- 
and friends could ever dare imag-  Ifyouwanttochangethiscoun- oftentimes unpopular. But Iam a ly with a list of the top 10 poorest the forces of nature. ThankstoRa- CB to imagine and tolerate televi- 
ine or easily accept (albeit I re- try, youhavetochange the beliefs, God-fearing Christian before 1am provinces. Seven of these mon Obusan. Thanks also to sion shows that treat the bodies of 
mained fluent in the Filipino lan- attitudes, priorities, values, meth- a Filipino, so I have to stand by provinces are located in the Min- Howie Severino, ‘women no differently from brandy, 
guage). If there is one thing that ods and ideas that do not work. biblical ideals even if they run danao region, two in the Visayas I was intrigued by how much I cigarettes, briefcases, ete. 
Frese). han imprinted in me, ifs Flipines have a procivty to ac- counter to the prevailing Pinoy and one in Luzon. The list should have yet to learn from our pastas I can't help but be reminded of 
the idea that if you are unhappy cept things because “that's how culture. give the national government an a people and how much Ihave to the Metro Manila Development 
with a situation, you have noright they've always been,” while per- Don't belittle your efforts. Over idea as to where it should pour its unlearn of the morals and taboos Authority's multi-layered pastel- 
to complain unless you are willing petually complaining about their time, your ‘vigilance adds up and resources to solve widespread that have been taught to me by colored drawings conspicuously 
ogoabtaathingtoaddressit. fess than ideal state of affairs. sets a good example for people POver hunger and malnutrition our social institutions. Who could painted over red graffiti that de 
D asch ofDela Even the things we dont want to who wil one day lead this coun- Ñiecounty | Rave imagined rural women bran- mand wage hikes, a stop to politi- 
Rosa Street, between Legaspi accept, we somehow manage to ty. Te eee eater 20 las in fee wate wed pene cw Mines ie sie Oe 
(Street and Makati Avenue, wes tolerate (a character wait known Tam a natural cmic yet Ihave SUPP the Promresive Heats at each orher_ chose sellmade erie atte naon has 
a eee ee P ea ina A maraa ps Bx oe aig: sytem, Mice ote pelt Win acts | isco owe ie mint at 
Whenever I can to avoid traffic, it ly have to wonder how far this at- pines. This country and its people 3004 bythe Food and Agri inthe cities might as well imagine become and what government in- 
caused me some discomfort to titude can take us. ‘are far too beautiful formetolose Organoari a aaar erg Š 
{walk on a dimly lit street—in the If you love your country, put hope in them. There will be better tion council) is clear: for the agenda on sexuality md The MTRCB's suspension of “- 


A “Where poverty and hunger are reproductive health. Wines” because of the Luka 
en en J EM caring dort Gar A bi Sx oA ipi Sot oeteelenty toh “Simm Coniak caly chose who do. eqeodelsmisnenpt cmecour or 


‘On May 11, Le-mailed Rick Yu- small things that matter If you justsome prar mamy ran Aeae “ose st eect fopap arriaren aaee 
pangee of Ayala Land, requesting cannot fix the small things, there And yes, a lone lighe shining in cultural and rural development responsible in handing the issue. is part Fp epas Sag 
fim to speaktothe Ayala Museum isnot a chance inthe heavens you the darkness makes a difference. through measures (that) improve Who could have imagined such sure hope such act would give us 
management to Keep its building will ever be able to fix the big Ask anyone who had tripped access to land, water, appropriate ritual as acceptable in that partic- more reason to be “teased.” 
lights on after 9 pm. Knowing things. 1 didn't enjoy walking in walking in the dark in the middle and affordable technologies, pro- ular community (except for the AVELLEVESA, 
‘how slow everything happens in the dark; neither did my fellow of the night, going to the bath- ductiveand financial resources.” outsider parish priest) and like- Bukalsining 
‘the Philippines, I braced myself Filipinos. But I claimed my right, room. ‘However, it is obvious that the wise, understandable to most hus- (Buhay Kalayaan Sining), 
ifor a long wait, thinking realisti- as a tax-paying citizen, to the so- —TINAVITAS, Arroyo administration has been bands of the Lukayos? Genderad- + tubongbarako@yahoo.com 
[cally tha this street should be lit cial benefit ofa well-lit street MakatiCity focusing its “anti-poverty efforts 


on areas that are less poor albeit Officials no longer with UCPB 
|Use part of education loan to upgrade textbook quality ox prone 1 pala se pees 2 


ness. For example, inthe Foodfor MAY WE CALLYOUR ATTENTION scription of the two is not entirely 
School program being imple- tothe story on the legal action ini- accurate and could be misleading. 
|THE WORLD BANK RECENTLY the books. Most of ourlocally pub- Why is that? mented nationwide, the biggest tiated by Joelle Pelaez, in which May we, therefore, respectfully 
‘extended a $200-million loan to lished textbooks contain many se- The DepEd, for the sake of number of beneficiaries—some two persons named in her suit request that this be corrected and 
the Philippine government to ad- rious errors that, because of the transparency, must make public 20,000 in all—are residents of were referred to as UCPB execu- that, in the future, the two be re- 
‘dress the declining quality basic laxity or indifference of public and its official “List of Approved Text- the National Capital Region. tives. (PDI, 7/6/06) ferred to as former UCPB officials 
‘education.’ The money, it said, private education officials, go books for Usein All PublicSchools Compare this number to that of The rwo left UCPB several years or executives 
‘eas be used to main me educa, unchecked and gettobe passedon for the School Year 2006-2007." Caraga, which has 6,748 benefi- ago: Lorenzo Tan in February RICARDO Y. LEPATAN JR, 
ition system's staff in financial ac- as Gospel truth from generation to These textbooks must likewise be ciaries, or to that of the Au- 2002; and Rafael Bueno in assistant vice president and head, 
countability, improve teaching generation of unsuspecting stu- iade available and accessible at tonomous Region in Muslim Min- September 2003. ‘Corporate Communications, 
lanis ond rape the quality of dens. This is precisely why the -all times to anyone who wishes to danao with its 6.325 benefcis- Sincetheyarenolongerconnec United Coconut Planters Bank, 
‘key courses such as English, Sci- quality of education in our coun- review them for quality of com- HSS ‘The ban grig of = ed with the bank, the story's de- 7907 Makati Avenue, Makati City 
ence and Mathematics. tty has been declining over the tent. (And why not? These are, af Mon want vor regions Sag 
|e rth peoples hope that this years. The proliferation of defee- ter all, public school textbooks Poorer than the NCR but Palace Was June Inquirer’s Ruffa month? 
joan will really be used according tive textbooks is one problem that bought with public funds.) py ee ee Sea 
to the purpose for which it is in- is crying out for a swift and per- The publichas every right tobe 16009 jobs which presidental i 5 : 
= 16, which presidential quirer’s "Ruffa Gutierrez Month,” brought honor to the country by al- 
jtended. Being the lender, hence, manent solution. granted these wo simple re .Gviseron job creation Arthur Yap then I missed that bitofnews. But most winning an international 
|Geoneserng the tems end con’ Who knows whattenbooks are qos. To deliberately withhold Sameunesd (PO, 3/4/06) He ino then tamana, sobrana, OA pageant a tooo tine ago: 1 
ditions of the loan, the World Bank being used in our schools at pre- any part of the truth from some- k 2 


amaa ebere fit sent Ar hey ralpotqeodgaak ome who bas he nghe to kows fa oad dearing wert cea “Romine 19030, foar feature There i noting eal) Sevan 
Maa ia Aay efi can vat E mee “turronocauoco, 8 naan maos agus, aedon e Superi andenerain. na anemon gen obey be 
[of all ebooks used in Philippine the yeat 2000 (DECS Order No. academicsupervisor, pese selane welon regions ment secon Sure, there are peo- QM within that 12-day period? 
ee eae stadia 38) arder then Education Senes Marian Schoolof Quezon Cia, were chosen possibly because pie ou Shere who care about how Is 10o mach ofanyihing bad? 
In economics, you staré With the” tary 'Añdrew Ġorzżalezż. There had ‘199 Sauyo Ros oad, these are places where there are much her gowns cost, how her, Not everybody is like Tim Yap, a 
land; in education, you start with been none released after that. Novaliches, Quezon City strong anti-GMA forces. familys vacation abroad went, die-hard "Ruffanian” who tends to 
E the President is really serious how much gold she'd get from her praise his good friend to high heav- 
4 7 ue j in liberating the Filipino people hubby if their marriage fails, the ens (as shown in his June 24 trib- 
‘Don’t blame Church for taking up cudgels vs jueteng om povery, she stoud ewon whos who and de whats wharat uieanide “rom Asa w Bu 
iOS Kalinin Wma ee So se 
its report on the jueteng opera- said, the government is incompe- abot jueteng, they can’t goto the which have smaller internal rev- amount of publicity from thecoun- The pages of the Inquiner could 
tions in Nueva Vizcaya. (PDI tent in stopping illegal gambling police, some of whom act as "pro- enue allotments and tax base. ‘y's leading newspaper, which is well carry other lifestyle features; 
6/27/06) It revealed the kind of in their place. But this is true not —tectors” of the illegal operation. So Supposed to provide its readers Inqumen readers deserve better 
government we have today. It is: only in Nueva Vizcaya; this is also the people have only the Church, “balanced news, fearless views"? Please let the month of July con- 
dismaying to see that the Church true anywhere in this country. the real protectors ofthe people,t0 Foodfirst: ‘Let me make it clear that I'm not tain something new. 
as to attend to something that is I dont believe in police reports tun to. against Ruffa being featured in CLAUDE LUCAS 
the primary responsibilty of the chat jueteng in the country has —JHAY SEBASTIAN, ‘whatever section of this paper. To a C. DESPABILADERAS, 
been minimized or totally stopped. beejaysiako@hotmail.com) certain extent, do appreciate and elaudelucas2008@yahoo.com 
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: La “Convention' 


What people don't know about 
the proposed Cha-Cha 


The proposed Cha-Cha is being presented as empowerment of the people. Yet, if we examine three documents, 
namely the Draft Petition of the “people’s” Initiative (DP), House Resolution 1230 (HR), and the report of the 
Consultative Commission on Charter Change (CC), the proposed charter changes will do the opposite: give 
more political power to the few who already have too much of it. 


1. It will take away our right to vote directly for the President/Head of State. Only members of 
Parliament will choose the Prime Minister 


“The Prime Minister shall be elected by a majority vote of all the Members of Parliament from among 
themselves.” (DP-Art. 7, Sec 1; HR-Art. 7-A, Sec. 3; CC-Art. 8, Sec. 2) 


“The President shall be elected from among the Members of the Parliament by a majority vote of all its 
Members for a term of five years...” (HR-Art. 7, Sec. 2; CC-Art. 9, Sec. 2) 


2. It will create a powerful Interim Parliament composed of incumbent politicians that would decide 
whether 2007 elections would be held or not. 


Interim Parliament will be composed of incumbent senators, congressmen, and cabinet secretaries: “There 
shall exist, upon the ratification of these amendments, an interim Parliament which shall continue until the 
Members of the regular Parliament shall have been elected and shall have qualified. It shall be composed of the 
incumbent Members of the Senate and House of Representatives and the incumbent Members of the Cabinet 
who are heads of executive departments.” (DP-Art. 18, Sec. 4(1); HR-Art 18, Sec. 1; CC-Art, 20, Sec. 8&9) 


Interim Parliament will be left alone to decide when the next elections are to be held including those for local 
positions: “The interim Parliament shall provide for the election of the members of the Parliament, which 
shall be synchronized and held simultaneously with the election of all local government officials.” 

(DP-Art 18, Sec. 52) 


3. It will create a super-President with additional Prime Minister powers. This is because the President 
will keep the powers specified by the 1987 Constitution, while enjoying the powers of Prime Minister- 
an arrangement vulnerable to abuse. 


Impeachment becomes more difficult, if not nearly impossible: “The incumbent President and Vice-President 
shall serve until the expiration of their term at noon on the thirtieth day of June 2010 and shall continue to 
exercise their powers under the 1987 Constitution unless impeached by a vote of two thirds of all the members 
of the interim parliament.” (DP-Art 18, Sec. 1(1)) 


Interim Primë Minister will only perform functions delegated by the President. He or she will be chosen by 

the President: “The incumbent President, who is the Chief Executive, shall nominate, from among the members 
of the interim Parliament, an interim Prime Minister, who shall be elected by a majority vote of the members 

thereof. The interim Prime Minister shall oversee the various ministries and shall perform such powers and 

responsibilities as may be delegated to y the incumbent President.” (DP-Art 18., Sec. 5(L); HR-Art. 18, 

See, 6; CC-Art. 20, Sec. 12 & 13) b ie 


é a 

. Open the door for those in power to stay on in definitely. 

There is no prohibition in any of the fea against incumbents, including the President, from running in 
any parliamentary elections to be held in 2010. Moreover, there is no limit in the number of terms: “Each 
Member of Parliament... shall be elected by the qualified voters of his district for a term of five years without 
Jimitation asto\the nutaber thereof...” (DP-Art-6, St 3 1(2); HR-Art. 6, Sec. 1(2); CC-Art. 7, Sec. {(1)) 

elie Pa =z% y 
other amendments (DP2Agt. 18, Sec. 4(4)), some of which may not even be 

péople.today, such as amendments to weaken the Supreme Court as a check against 
ay martial law and,:conversely, give moi powers to the President to declare it. Once the Interim 
iY Parliament assumes plenary powers, it willibe hard to stop. 
CC deletes the following from Article VII, Sec. 18 ofthe 1987 Constitution: “The Supreme Court may review, 
in an appropriate proceeding filed by any citizen,-the sufficiency of the factual basis of the proclamation of 
martial law or the suspétision of the privilege of thé writ or the extension thereof, and must promulgate its 
decision thereon within thirty days froin its filing” (CC-Art. 9, Sec. 8) 
And restores to the President the power. to declare,martial law in “imminent danger...” of rebellion, which was 
used by President Marcos to detlar® martial law But which was removed in the 1987 Constitution. 
(CCAn. A, Sec. 12) i la 


Constitutiohal reforms; if necessary, ard best done th 
Veer the 2007 elections, where any chan 
e 


é 
Join us. Download our complete 
PENEN F Pomme 4 


Apolinario Mabini was born on July 23, 186 
Known as the “Sublime Paralyric”, he wrote the 
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All Biak-na-Bato quarrying stopped 


By Christine Gaylican canceling all quarrying permits with," he added. = 
3 issued by the provincial and mu- _Rosemoor had sald it did not 
nicipal governments covering ar- violate any conditions in its min- 
"THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND casin the national park, the min- ing permits and has been paying 
Natural Resources has suspended all quarrying eral reservation, forest Te- taxes regularly. 
ining ions i jak- servation and watershed area. Reyes said the DENR is cur- 
and other mining. related operations in the Biak- ka a a saai invenioatig the ae 
fia-Bato National Parkin San Miguel, Bulacan.  cheseveralconditionsofits MPSA double-marking of marble 
Environment Secretary Angelo pend the mining/quarryingoper- specifically on partially paying blocks. 
Reyes yesterday announced ina ations of Rosemoor until such excise taxes. The sald mineral reservation 
‘press conference that the agency time that the environment, so- The company he said, still has has a unique and internationally 
fs suspending the operations of cial, safety and health measures to pay P167,308 to the govem- known marble deposit referred as 
tosenioor Mining and Develop- are put in place, operating agree- ment from Nov. 17, 2005 to Jan. tea rose, 
ment Corp., that holds a Mineral ments are registered and ap- 23, 2006. Rosemoor’s MPSA, issued by 
Production’ Sharing Agreement proved and al proper taxes, fees — Moreover the Environmental the DENR in, December, 2002 
(MPSA) in the premises ofthe Bi- and royalties are fully paid," said Protection and Enhancement covers 330.3 hectares within the "NO Ss REETAPLSOLTHER LUZON BUR) 


kna-Bato Mineral Reservation, Program (EPEP)'s requirements eastern portion of the national DENR chief Reyes gestures at a meeting to discuss another 


{ Reyes. 
j The DENR has decided to sus- He said that the agency is also have not been fully complied park. environmental concern, the mining operations at Rapu-Rapu, Albay. 
i 


MILF, gov't W Pa More cops to be sent 


militias sign to agrarian hot spots 
truce pact By Bianche S. Rivera year, with one being gunned 


{COTABATO CITY—GOVERN- : j > down every month since April. 
{ment militias loyal to Maguin- € . MALACARANG HAS ORDERED At least six peasant leaders 
Ydanao Gov. Andal Ampatuan 4 : more policemen sent to problem- from TFM and Unorka have 
"jand Moro Islamic Liberation t atic agrarian reform areasas part been killed since 2001, 
Í Front (MILF) guerrillas signeda iggi i n of the governments efforts to “If the government had been 
truce agreement on Tuesday, 5 i Quash the insurgency inthecoun- decisive in implementing the 
{raising hopes for an end to š jas tiyside and facilitate land distri- CARE we would not have had 
clashes between the two groups bation. these problems, Farmers have 
Vthat drove thousands of resi- The government would start paid with their lives. The govern- 
{dents from their homes. É j putting up police detachmentsin ment should do its part,” TEM 
The governor, Brig. Gen. Ra- Five haciendas in Negros Occi- spokesperson Edna Sobrecaray 
mon Santos, and MILF leader dental this week also to prevent sid. 
{Von Al-Haq signed the pact that the killings of farmer leaders,  Malacafiang has ordered po- 
Awould be in effect for two $ Presidential chief of staff Michael lice detachments set up in hacien- 
weeks. SDa, Defensor said. das Mulawin and Hulbo in Sagay 
$3 "What is important is we sepa- { The Department of Agrarian City, Velez-Malaga and Cambuk- 
SJated the warring groups and PÜ reform, along with farmers’ orga- tot in La Castellana Ciy, and 
Eoormalcy has retuned,” said nizations is also assessing thesit- Dorotea in Silay City, 
antos, who heads the govern- tation in Bicol, Bondoc Peninsula _ The DAR would also install 93 
ment pane! in a team that moni- and Davao to see which areas farmer beneficiaries in 10 hectares 
Sors a ceasefire agreement with r need reinforcement from the of Hacienda Mulawin tomorrow 
he MILE Philippine National Police. with the aid of the provincial PNR 
% The truce agreement calls for É; “1 know that the source of the Agrarian Reform Undersecrg- 
Einilitary presence in several areas probiem ofrebellion island. Most tary Jeffrey Galan urged other 
Sin Shariff Aguak town that had Of them (insurgents) are farmers, farmers’ groups to submit a list of 
Sheen battlefields between the We don't want to give thefarmers problematic areas to the local 
Ennliias and guerrillas. a reason or opportunity to take DAR offices so the DAR could cf- 
3} Teams composed of MILF F up arms and fight the govern- ordinate with the PNP in boosting 
Sleaders and military officials are 4 ment,” Defensor said in a press police personnel, 
Što be deployed to monitor the ins conferenceat the DAR yesterday. “We will do this not just in Ne- 
uce. Defensor and officials of the gros butin all areas since irs now 
& Ir allows MILF members who n A DAR, PNB and departments of a policy of Malacañang,” Galan 
Šive in the area to keep their SOME ofthe evacuees that used to call Shariff Aguak town their home. mononarsorvaneeucusss Justice and National Defense met said, referring to the installation 
$Brearms but not openly display with leaders ofthe Task Force Ma- of police detachments in agrarian 
Shem, attack on June 23 against the son, said the agreement was a our houses were burned,” said palad in Malacafiang Monday to hotspots 
Š Demilitarized zones were ear- governor that left seven people breakthrough. Bai man Bagid, a resident of craft a strategy to address the Some farmer beneficiaries in 
‘lier delineated to keep apart the dead. “The civilians .. can now re- Barangay lagangampong. “We killings in Negros, home of the Negros have had their certificates 
Spuerrilas and militiamen. Militiamen were running after tum home ..,” said Kabalu. Jost our homes, our farm prod. biggest sugar estates in the coun- of land ownership award for 10 
SE The clashes, that sent atleast two MILF leaders believed be- But the evacuees have refused ucts and our work animals." Jeof. ty years but still could not occupy 
"20,000 people fleeing, were be- hind the attack toretum home. frey Maitem and Edwin Fernan- Three TFM leaders in the the land due to the landowners’ 
i Tieved triggered by a car bomb Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesper- “Where are we going to stay, des, PDI Mindanao Bureau province have been killed this private armies. 


“P62M spent to buy cell phones for solon 


By Gerome M. Dalipe IV ‘Maquino'’s supposed signature its official receipts and charge 
PDI Visayas Bureau was th basis for the payment for invoice forms were printed only 
5: the mobile phones, Mejorada said. with this transaction in mind. 
ILO CITY—THE DEPARTMENT Syjuco, speaking through her Ferinsance, Mejoradafound:hat | the nearby town of Catanauan when the suspects aboard a motorcycle ap- 
cf Transporation and Communica- lawyer, yesterday denied any ir- J|] he OR and charge imoices were | peared trom behind and shot he vilage oficial several times. Tho victim 
tions (DOTC) spent P62 milionin regular transactions in the pur- primed only on Dec.20,2004,orkess | was rushed to the nearest hospital but was declared dead on arrival trom 
February 2005 to purchase 1,582 chase of the cellular phones. thana week bere the award ofthe | Several fatal gunshot wounds. According to Supt. Renato Alba, Catanauan 
units of Nokia 1100 cellular phones Alex Espino, lawyer and liaison contract by DOTC to WIED. police chiet, a “love triangle" could have been the motive in the shooting. 
for "the use of Rep. Judy Jalbuena officer of Syjuco, described Mejora- A "Among the documents he ob- ‘Den Malar Je, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
Syjuco,” documents obtained by da's exposé as a “political capital” tained from the Commission on Au- 
ee protec sninoane after Mejorada recently announced x (COA) was a lener dared Dec. | Employee freed 
Mejorada showed. his intention to run against Syjuco V 15, 2004 and signed by Syjuco. 

However, the whole transac- in the second district of lloilo. inthis lener Syjuco asked the | OTARA S ank unded project 
tion was questioned after the Espino challenged Mejorada to DOTCto forgo with teusualbid- | 912 World Gani nes ors 
supposed recipient ofthe cellular prove his allegations on the alleged ding process and resorttoadirect | Siter he was abducted by armed 
phone discovered that his signa- legal cell phones transaction purchase only with an exciusive | men in Lanao del Norte Brig. Gen. 
ture in the Invoice Receipt for He added they would also dealer of mobile phone products. | gen Dolorfino, Army's Souther 
Property had been forged, and help Maquino to investigate Interestingly the ceriicatio sub- | Command deputy chief, said Hen- 
the phonesneverreached him. who forged his signarure. mined by WBD issued by Evan Ful- | ry de Guzman, coordinator for 

Mejorada said he suspected Mejorada said ir was “highly Jon, agent coordinator of Smart | Kalahl-CIDDSin Lanao del Norte, 

“ghost delivery” for the celular possible” thatthere was no physical Mejorada said the dealer ofthe Philippines, was dated Jan 4, 2005. | was released by his captors 

phones, as there was no wace of livery of the cellular phones and mobile phones, West Island Bev- The warsacton in which this docu- | through the help of the Moro Is- 

thematelleferasof drinks disrib- the wansaction became a"CioG,” erage Distributor (WIBD), was ment was supposed be akeady in| lamic Liberation Front Ad Hoc Joint Action Group, a team composed of 
utor supposedly comered the “juicy short-cut for “convert to cash.” believed to be an entrepreneur the files took place on Dec. 28, 2004. forces from the government and MILF that helps run after lawless ele- 
transaction” allegedly upon the in- He said he found it hard tobe- who had business dealings with Mejorada was particularly | ments in Mindanao. Unidentified armed men abducted De Guzman In 
Stance of Syjuco, the remesentaive lieve that a litle known beverage the Syjuco couple when they sil “shocked” chat whoever was be- | Barangay Tambo, Munai, Lanao del Norte Monday morning and 

gf the second district of Iloilo. distributor in Jordan, Guimaras operated Jaz Cola inthe 1990s. hind the transaction “could be brought him to the nearby viltage of Panggao. 

‘Where did the cellular phones could easly comer a big comrae "Jaz Colaseems tobethecom- so brazen and bold to forge the ‘Jeottrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
g0?" Mejorada asked after Mayor on the pretextofbeingan exclusive mon bond that linked them,” signature of Maquino.” r p 
Isabelo Maquino of Sta. Barbara, dealer of Smart phone producis. said Mejorada. “is not just a crime against a | Silver anniversary 
Tekedenialtiuethesignerureot "How could a smal busness in He pointed to “telltale person that was commited here,” | SAN PABLO CITY—The St. Peter's College Saminary in this ly wit 
the propery receipt form for the soft drinks disbucon just brush marks” in the documents sub- he said. “It was also an act of | celebratelts silver anniversary on July 31 ‘with the participation of both 
Teerecliphoneunis wash. aside he more welllmowm and es- mitted by WIBD that indicated gravedlsrespectforthat person.” | ordained alumni priests and unordained laly alumni. Naoi Aeg 
(Rn areas ma ‘Amante, vicar general and chalr of the anniversary committee sald in 


Village chief shot dead 

LUCENA CITY—Atleast two unidentified gunmen shot dead Nestor de Vila, 
837, the vilage chiet of Polo in Mulanay town in Quezon province Sunday 
moming, police said. investigators said the victim was walking in jos In 
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f Fis invitation tar that the activities wil be highiightad by Eucharistie 
. : celebration to be presided over by Most Rev. Leo Drona; Msgr. Ellas 
Fire hits osh Boraca resort; no one hurt Pobiete, retired and the longest reigning rector of the seminary; and 
o] Manila Auxillary Bishop Most Rev. Bernardino Cortez, a former priest 
ofthe diocese. 
By Nestor P. Burgos jr. ire Prorecion chien Borsey. pianaib ond foorof the bured building, 0" pole 
PDI Visayas Bureau ‘liso said the staff of there- | The fire damaged more than —_Celisiosaid wimesses repored Power hike in Batangas 
: sort reported the fire at about half of the adminismative building, that they saw the billboard burst LIPA CITY—Power rates went up trom P@.40 per Kllowatt-hour (kwh) to 
| LONLO CITY—FIRE STRUCK A 7:15 pan. It stared at the wo- including the receiving area and ino flames. He said strong winds P9.38 kwi In June for Batangas residents altor the Batangas Electri Coop- 
| posh resort on Boracay Island sory administrative building of thecashiersand accourcng ofice. amd heavy rains might have erate Iiimposed additional charges tast June to shoulder Transco's in- 
Tuesday night. the esorrin Sido Punta Banga in None of the rooms for guests and caused an electrical short cireuit creased transmission dellvory charge and Batelac's operation costs. Zaida 
No casualty was reported in Barangay Yapak at the northern ocher hotel facilites were affected. that ignited the billboard. Masangkay, head of member 2onsumar services and publi relations de- 
! the fire thar struck the adminis- end of the 4-Kilometer beach. ire investigators believed that The Boracay BEP issillconduting partment of Batlec, said an additonal PS expanded value-added tax was sl- 
t trative building of Club Panoly, Firefighters put the fire out at the fire started from the resore’s futher ‘on the cause of so Imposed on the consume 
‘ai np. Kim all, aren of psi Clon 2 tele- negn lights bilboard at the sec- tp fre andthe cos of damage. Maron Alexander Luistro, PDI Southern tgzon Baregu 
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Silent Bulusan still casts fear on villages. 


By Bobby Q. Labalan 5 A q = the ash explosions. sites had already been identified, 
hyler enanas lir 4 “We appeal to our government but the plan was temporarily 
cane tea, PE : i Serer Ea T 

Pas been silent for te ee 

the past 20 days s 3 centers,” Orejo said. will supply the farmers with dif- 

or so, but residents of y : "The Iban manicipal govern ferent varieties of vegetable seeds 
R eens a anane ys a a 
Casian Sanepan on- i volcano bad considerably waned,- Añog and Puting:Sapa are out 
will explc J according to Mayor Tess Guab- side the 4-km danger zone, but 

cano will expl lo any tie Fragata. they were heavily affected during 


E snou,cpetaly those I i | 
mi te Pulpie neue of - ~~ [WE OFFER HIGH QUALITY, COMPETITIVE, 
Poston imoa? A PRICED STAINLESS STEEL SHEETS, 


(Phivoles) has recommended to 


seated 7 > PLATES, CONS AND <<, 
Dominga Espinel, a mother of zi 
seven sal she ad never feltre E PIPES GR 304,3161) S 
iat even though they had ai- B ieii Ay 
ee coo "Gunana Sah Aca oe 
mel “Satna Sete, 
‘ven in our sleep, we stay “Me. fan 
alert so that we can react immedi- è 'Walsin, Y.C.C.H. Taiwan 


ately if the volcano erupts again. 
Bree ine we have experienced, PUPILS of the Inlagadian Elementary School which was dosed becauseitis located within Mount 


ae maid she sald Bulusan’s permanent danger zone, get shuttle service from a dump truck provided by the Casiguran 
eee ends a small veg- Municipal government, in going to the Escuala Elementary School, miopa voren 
erable farm, which has been de- 
Stoyed by ash spewed by the vol- mentary school has to be relocat- Casiguran drew P135,000  Añog councilman Dalmacio 
cano. ed, too, adding that the Depart- from is calamity fund during the Orejo said most of the residents 
ment of Education had already recent eruptions, in the village were now suff 
Government help agreed to the plan. Dominga’s and Rose's stories ing the economic effects of the 
Now, her husband worksasa The municipal government are true to other residents of voleano's explosions. A majority no ea 
Fan her pupae ll coconut plans to buy a 4-hectare piece of Barangay Inlagadian, as well as of them rely on vegetable farm- | (IN EMERSON INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY 
land being managed by their property as a relocation site for those of Añog and Puting-Sepain ing for livelihood, but their HOES s HD GRR «TEE 7794, 
neighbor and is paid P500 per the affected families and as a the town of Juban. crops have been wiped out by 
‘weekat most. Dominga said she school site. It has already identi- 
Sometimes sought help from fed the area outside the danger 
her parents to feed their chil- zone but near enough for the af- 
dren. fecied families to go to their 
“We just hope that the govern- farms, He said. 
ment willhelpus,especiallyinre- The local government could 
locating us,” she said. shoulder the cost of the lot but 
Rose Ajas said her husband they need help for the housing 
had stopped tending a vegetable and school building which would 
farm at the slope of Bulusan since entail a considerable amount of 
they felt tremors every now and money, Hamor said. 
then. ‘Around P4 million is needed to 
“Their farm, which isjust3 km construct the school building, 


from he volcano, Snow gone. while the housing project costs 

According 10” Mayor Edwin P31 milion, computed at Mirerelbuvertasellersmectsiaceloplace 
tamon the municipal council has P4,000 pe un I 

drawn up a relocation plan for The pan {sto be submitted 


i 7a ee Oe ee document eer F Diaionsindustigplayersimatiendance 


Hamor said the village's ele- pleted. 


Slain environmentalist | « Atul umide iiome; 
now part of Laguna lake 


By Marlon Ramos 
Calamba City 


ONG BEFORE HE DIED IN THE HANDS OF 
unidentified gunmen on May 27, environment ac- : $ iy 
tivist and Bayan Muna coordinator Noel “Noli” Ca- F 


Dulong had wanted his remains to be part of the fabled |é ition on pode pracesging, 
Laguna lake. $ 


“it was like a death wish. He Sampiruhan,” he said. 
said he wanted to be part ofthe The inauguration was original- 
lake waters,” related his widow lyset three days after his death. 
Doyette. “I feel both happy and sad,” 
“Like the unruffled waters ofthe Doyette said during the program. 
Laguna lake, Noli was a calm per- “Despite our grief, our family is 
son. He also used to tell me that happy that Nols work for this 
like the water in thelake, he was at project was not wasted. I know 
peace inthe handsoftheLord.And this would help a lot of people.” 

1 know that he is now,” she said. The P400,000 used for the 20-sq 
‘At dawn on July 5, about 200 m drug store came from the Cour 
relatives and friends joined Doyene trywide Development Fund of 
as they scattered the ashes of her Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo. ‘The Gth International Exposition on 

husband over the lake. It was he Calamba Mayor Joaquin Foodservice, Catering Systems, 
40h day after Capulong was Chipeco donated P10,000 worth Suppien. Equipment and Tctnlogy 
gunned down by alleged military of medicines. į 
agents on board a motorcycle in i 
Barangay Parian in Calamba Cir Volunteer pharmacists 
For many of his comrades and The store is open 24 hours and 
loved ones, it was easy to discern will be manned by four volunteer 
whyCapulonghadsuch wish, pharmadits who, will receive jj Philippine Association of 


ums for thelr job, Aba WORLD TRADE CENTER Food Technologists, ne 
People’s drugstore 4 jl Convention” 
aE an envane aivi, he "Me said the profis would be METRO MANILA, PHILIPPINES -- finera 


spent a considerable time orga- used to acquire more medicines 
Hengelo gor and aier iemsnesded, | SEPTEMBERYS| 
their rights against owners of During the program, Capu- a co pom, @pan Cotten Wed 
‘commercial fish cages in the lake, long’s older brother, retired Army ED EEE i 
He also stood for the protection Brig. Gen. Homer” Capulong, a 
of the Laguna lake," said Arman veteran in the military's antin- EPLY FORM 
‘bar, secretary general ofthe Surgency war said that instead of à 
Bagong "Alyansang Makabayan- justiying an all-out war, President CI am ieresed ext at AslF od Expo 208. Pleas sand us mora rman on 
Senpi yengi rarna a ty to f nformation, (Dlarex2es © (C)FO0D 2 DRINKS ASIA 2006 C)FOOD FRANCHISING 2006 C])FOODSERVASIA 2008 
Barangay Lingga to inaugurate the Another older brother, lawyer arketing & Cheira 
Bodkang Bayan (People's Pharma- Emil Capulong, said their family n 
cy) project of the Bayan Muna par- would not stop until justice was xhibitions, Ine. 
‘plc group in Calamba. served. aE a 

Aberli said Capulong had Cly police chief Supt. Roland |  puvpa murean Cewosten Cots, 
worked hard for almost a year to Bustos admitted that police were | copa Aam Brt 
Make sure charthe project would having a hard time solving the | Paaren 0.Puyoret 
be realized. “He knew this project case. The only evidence they had Tai. Nos- (692) 0940085 o 06- BITNE 
would benefit thousands of poor were the bullets from the crime | foes SRS 
families at the lakeshore commu- scene and alone witness who saw greene: 
nities of Lingga, Palingon and the assailants, he: k pom FAX: (632) 831-3828 
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‘Florita’ spawns heavy rains; 4 killed 


2. kids missing in Baguio; no classes today in Metro, 5 other regions 


AT LEAST FOUR PERSONS WERE KILLED AND 
two children were missing as strong winds and 
‘monsoon rain, enhanced by outgoing tropical 
storm "Florita," swept northem Luzon since Tues- 
day night. 

Floods stranded hundreds of commuters in 
Mero Manila, prompting the suspension of class- 
es in all levels yesterday moming. Malacañiang 
sent home govemment employees, including 
those in five other regions, afer lunch due to the 
bad weather 

Malacañang announced late last night that 
there will be no classes today in all levels in re- 
gions 1, 2, 3, 4, the Cordilleras and Metro Manila. 
However there will be work in govemment of- 
fies 

în Quezon City lightning struck a power line of 
the Ligh Rail Transit:2 between the Santolan and 
Katipunan stations at 7:30 am. yesterday, Train 
services were halted for several hours. 

A huge retaining wall collapsed in Baguio City, 
sending part of a street crashing onto the middie 
‘of a major thoroughfare leading to La Trinidad 
town in Benguet on Tuesday night, No one was re- 
ported hurt but at least Ave vehicles were buried 
in the biggest among the seven landslides report- 
edintheciy 

Fiorita (intemational codename; Bilis) intensi 
fied ito a typhoon as ofS p.m. yesterday asit con- 
tinued to move toward Taiwan, packing winds of 
‘upto 130 kph near the center and gustiness of up 
t0 150 kph It was spotted at 330 km easenorth- 
east of Basco, Batanes, 

Pagasa raised Signal No. 3 in the Batanes and 
Calayan island groups, Signal No. 2 in Cagayan, 
Apayao, Ilocos Nore, and Signal No. 1 in Isabela, 
Ifugao, Mt, Province, Kalinga, Abra, Ilocos Sur, 
Benguet and La Union. 

TE warmed against flash foods and landslides, 
and advised against interisland vavel as heavy 
monsoon rains battered Luzon and Westem 
‘Visayas and were expected to continue until Sat- 
urday moming. 


aneo ey LANDSLIDES ccna 


assests 


San Carlos Heights 
area boy missing) 


4 


LANDSLIDE: A portion ofthe retaining wall along Mags 


of heavy rains. 


Magsaysay Ave. `" 
‘and Upper P. Burgos 


tna P vonios bured 


A LAW DEAN HAS ACCUSED FORMER 
Senate President Jovito Salonga of making 
an "unstatesmanlike” statement when he 
and other opposition leaders commented 
thatthe refusal of the Catholic Bishops Con- 
ference of the Philipines (CBCP) to support 
the second impeachment complaint against 
President Macapagal-Arroyo wil push the 
People to another People Power revolt. 

“The impeachment process is still the only 
constitutional mode of arriving at the truth 
and putting a closure to all the charges belng 


Ex-journalist 
denies link to 
Feb. 24 coup 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE FORMER JOURNALIST ACCUSED OF 
acting as a bridge between former Executive 
Secretary Oscar Orbos and Brig. Gen, Danilo 
Lim yesterday denled involvement in the 
faled Feb, 24 coup plor. 

Ceclio Arillo, who was earller subpoe- 
naed by the National Bureau of Investigation 
(NBD fn relation to its continuing probe on 
the plot, arrived at the bureau around 11 
am and unhestatngly talked to reporters 
present, 

‘ilo sald he only talked to Orbos, Lim 
and Sen, Panfilo Lacson as sources for a new 
book he is currently writing. 

“T admit having interviewed them for my 
‘book when 1 heard about rumors regarding 
the establishment of atranstion coundi, Ar- 
fosaid. 

‘Arlo ssid that Orbos and Lacson told him 
thar they did norbelleve in transition govem- 
ments, 

“The former Journals also denied that he 
offered cabinet positions in the sald council, 

Allo sessed, "It does not make sense 
(because) Ido not have rhe stature or the au- 
thority to do that. 


1n Olongapo City in Zambales, a woman and 
her three sons were killed when a tree toppled by 
a strong wind fell on their house at about 8:45 
pam. on Tuesday. 

Police said Tesle Vilegas, 43 and her sons 
Gilbert, 4, and twins Jobert and Jeric, 2, were 
sleeping in their house when the tee pinned 
them, 

‘Villegas parner, Sonny Solano, 47, and anoth- 
er child, Angelica Villegas, 6, were hure and taken 
tothe James L. Gordon Memorial Hospital. 

Repons from the Office of Civi! Defense (OCD) 
and the City Disaster Coordinating Counc (CD- 
OC) in Bagulo said at least two children were 
missing and four others were hurt. 

But Mayor Braulio Yaranon, in a television in- 
terview yesterday, said two people were kiled in 

“tne ciy folowing cominuous ralns that gg 
shes 


Osios Balbawang Je, 4, was reported missing 
after their house in San Carios Heights was buried 
bya landslide at 10 p.m. Tuesday His parents and 
two siblings were hurt and taken to the Baguio 
General Hospital and Medical Center 

Gracel Benito, 7, fell into a creek in Imelda Vil- 
Jage and was swept by a strong current at 12:30 
ppm, the reports said, 

Buencamino Atienza, a CDCC volunteer, said 
the other landslides in the vilages were consid- 
ered “minor” Among the areas where landslides 
‘were reported were Laubach Road, Guisad 
Surong and San Carlos Heights. 

Marcos Highway, a major route to and from the 
city, remained open to trafic while a lane ina sec- 
tion of Naguilian Road, near the public cemetery, 
was dosed to trafic, Atenza advised motorists not 
totake Kennon Road. 

Hundreds of commuters in Manila were 


ralsed by the oppostion against the Arroyo 
administration, said Dean Amado Valdez of 
the University of the East (UE) College of 
law, 

Valdez, in a press statement, pointed out 
that whlle the CBCP had rejected supporting 
the second impeachment complaint, it 
stopped short of pushing for an alremative 
because ofits avowed adherence to legal and 
peaceful means of searching for the truth. 

‘ft was an unstatesman-ike statement 
from astatesman,” Valdez said, 


‘The workers group Kilusang Mayo Uno 
yesterday said it was optimistic that the bish- 
‘ops would "eventually see the lighe" and 
change thelr mind. 

KMU secretary general Joel Maglunsod 
said while te group respected CBCP’ judg- 
ment on the impeachment process and other 
Issues, “we also expect our Church leaders to 
respec the people's will on matters concem- 
ing Arroyo leadership.” 

În Dagupan City, Arroyo arch-rte Arch- 
bishop Oscar Cruz sald Malacañang must 


not be lured into beleving that it has the 
CBCP on ins side. 

“it you will read the CBCP’ stand deeper, 
itsnid the reason it decided against impeach- 
ment ar this time was because of the experi- 
ence last year that the cases were merely 
thrown out and denled simply on the ac- 
count of numbers of congressmen who were 
alles of President Arroyo,” The Lingayen- 
Dagupan archbishop told reporters. 

With Jerome Aning and Yolanda Sotelo- 
‘Reertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Erap has a new neighbor in Tanay 


By Dona Z. Parzibugan 


THERE WILL BENO "MEET THE NEIGH- 
bor” visls Derween these rwo prominent 


antisArroyo figures. 

Brig, Gen. Danilo Lim, who was sacked 
as chief of the elite Scout Rangers for his 
alleged Involvement in the failed coup 
plot fast February, cannot recelve just any- 
one wishing to visit him at the Army's 2nd 
Infantry Divislon headquarters in Camp 
Capinpin, Tanay; Rizal. 

Lim is being detained in the facility, ex- 
tensively renovated recently to beef up ts 
maximumsecurity features that used to 
hold ousted President Esada before the 
latter wos allowed In 2004 to enjoy an une 
precedented “house arrest” In his lavish 
rest house across the Army camp while 
being tried for plunder 

"Theyre a sones throw away from 
euch other" remarked one officer 

Lim, who had been restricted to quar- 
ters In Fort Bonifacio since Feb, 24, wus 
suddenly transferred to the Taray facility 
afier nending a hearing at the National 
Bureau of Investigation on Monday night. 

‘Amy spokesperson Lt, Col, Bartolome 
Bacaro stressed that the only ones to be 
allowed to visit Lim were his “Immediate 
family lawyers, doctors and religious ad- 


KAHIT 


MAKICHIKA 


LANG ? 


visors!” 
ppl Lmao nt svanger tech 

er 

A few days after the coup plotwas aborted 
on Feb, 24—during which Lim was supposed 
to lend the military in a mass withdrawal of 
suppor: from President MacapagalAr- 
royo—-Malacafiang revealed that Bstmnda's 


‘Alay sa Kawal Pilipino Foundation had 
donated P4 millon to the Scout Rangers 
in2005. 

‘The Palace so revenled that the 
Estrada foundation donated P3 milion to 
the Marine Corps, which was also Impl- 
cated In the Feb. 24 plot, and P1 million 

tothe familles ofthe Magdalo soldiers, 


stranded in the flood-prone areas of Sampaloc, 
‘Tondo, Pandacan, San Andres and Singalong, 
Mayor Lito Atienza suspended classes in all levels 
when traffic was got worse and rains continued, 

In critical areas in Malabon Ciy, flooding was 
aggravated by high tide. River walls and ar least 
three dikes collapsed and submerged Barangays 
Tanyong, Niugan and Dampalit, and made major 
roads impassable, the city engineer said. 

Reports from Blanche S. Rivera, Christine O. 
Avendaño, Tarra V Quismundo, Alcuin Papa, 
Tina G. Santos, DJ Yap, Nancy Carvajal and 
Riza T. Olchondra in Manila; Frank Cimatu, 
Gobleth Moulic, Peter La. Julian, Leoncio Balbin 
Jr, Estanislao Caldes, Cristina Arzadon and 
Ben Moses Ebreo, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau, 
and Tonette Orejas, Allan Macatuno, Ansbert 
Joaquin, Cesar Villa, Anselmo Roque and Rus- 
Sell Arado; PDI Central Luzon Desk 


says Ermita 


By GII Cabacungan 


SLOWLY BUT SURELY, PRESIDENT MACA- 
paga-Arroyo's efforts to show that she is in 
control and that she cares about the plight of 
masses are finally paying off, based on the 
Improvement, in her publie satisfaction rat- 
ings, 

Bxecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita sald 
the public has finally come to realize that the 
President has kept her focus on running the 
county and kept the economy on a steady 
‘upward course despite the continuing efforts 
byher desctor. 

"They have thrown a lot of things against 
her—the Impenchment, the Hello Garet 
tape, and milkary adventurists—and yet the 
respondents felt that the President has re- 
mained an effective leader which merits a 
positive reaction," said Ermita, 

Publie satisfaction with President Arroyo's 
performance improved slightly in the last 
are exept hn Mero Mana whee ka 
naw record low. Results of the latest Social 
Weather Stations (SWS) survey conducted 
from June 22 to 28 gave a net susfacion 
rating of minus 13 tothe President, Although 
sill in negative territory over the last eight 
‘quarter, the President’ rating has Improved 
fom minus 30 In December 2005 and minus 
25 in March 2006, 

Ermita cite the various socal service pro- 
grams from housing to foud to education 
thar the President did In the frst few months 
ofthe year helped boost an image ofa curing 
President, He noted that the country has re- 
mained stable despite the destabilization at- 
tempis showed her leadership skills in a crisis 
situation, 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye sald that 
"whatever the pols say they wil always be a 
signal forthe administration to work harder 
to advance the welfare of the people to a 
higher level" 
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ia DPS official 
killed by 3 men 


4 Elar etl Dipasupil in Makati City 

A Tost us your ata inquirer et nanelgusyimessaete 207 (Globa) or 288 (Smar) Ema pr matro@inaurercom ph /M8 
e e & Police 
Security tightened at MRT, LRT ees: 
9 P150,000 to car 
R thieves /A18 
Flite force deployed Eein 
to protect commuters Congress to 
probe PNU 

By Tarra V. Quismundo subjecting themselves to inspec: president 
selina AR TAON] Ga ey seme woe controversy 
‘went off in a busy railway system tor the surroundings, They /A18 


in India, killing over 150 people, should report any suspicious per- 

the National Capital Region Po- sons or any bags left unattend: 

lice Office yesterday stepped up ed,” he said. 

security measures in Metro Mani- În 2000, a series of bombings 

Ja's mass transport systems. occurred in the metropolis, leav- i 
“We increased the number of ing more than 20 people dead sign pact 


policemen in our railway sys- and over a hundred others ine — ,/ ” i 
fe, including all stations, load. red, One of the sites of the i strengthening 
ing and unloading areas. We bombings was the Blumentritt i i i 
tightened security measures like station of the LRT Line 1 which 5- LAG drive vs illegal 
the checking of bags and frisking runs fom Monumento to ABOUT 200 policemen will be closely watching the Metro Rail Transit and Light Rail Transit Lines | and 2 recruiters /A18 
‘of commuters,” NCRPO chief, Di- Baclaran. to thwart possible bomb attacks. emaus 

ector Vidal Querol, 

told the Inoue in a 
phone interview. 

Querol said some 
200 members of the 
NCRPO Regional 
Special Action Unit, 
the police distrie’s 
elite fighting force, 
would be fielded to 
fhe different stations 
of the Metro Rail 
Transit system and 
the Light Rail Transit 
Lines 1 and 2. 

‘At the same time, 
Querol called on the 
public to help ai 
thorities spot sus 
cious-looking pe 
sons or packages. 

“We ask the coop- 
eration of com- 
muters, not only by 


Pay up, 
drivers 
warned 


By Tarra V. 
Quismundo 


ts POEA, NBI 


‘THE METROPOLITAN 
Manila. Development 
uthority (HMDA) 
feserday announced 
ar it would deploy 
an velte group” of 
traffic enforcers along 
Edea to go after un 
dreds of "dangerous" 
public ulity buses 
(PUBs) and their 
drivers. 

Some 20 members 
of Task Force Hunter, 
fromthe. MMDAS 
‘afc Enforcement 
Group (TEG), wil 
stare huning down 
beginning this month 
PUBs and drivers 
with unsettled traffic 
Violations that date 
backo January 

No one is above 
the law We wil 
throw the book at 
these dangerous PUV 
(publie. tly vehi- 
le) drivers,” MMDA 
‘atic Operations 
Center Executive DF- 
Heer i Agea 
Vergel de Dios said in hoy 
statement 

On the watch list ¢ i j i 
te Only the Drive Your Dream Auto Loan gives you a l 
fre 354 buses that” wie 
Continue ro ply roads $ FREE Emergency Car Care Package for worry-free driving! 
inthe metropolis de- | pai date ; ties at ine 


spit outstanding "l a EA A 5 
E AE Buying your own car is exciting, until you consider the problems that might occur while driving it - like durin bad weather or long trips. 


traffic violations: Gly BP! Family Savings Bank gives you peace of mind by giving an unmatched package of free services from Ibero Asistencia, like towing, 


520 bus drivers who on-site car repair, hotel stay, and even alternative means of transport. That's why only the leader in auto loans can help you lead 
remain on the road the life you've always wanted, without worries. 
although their licens- 
eae “To get your dream fan today, visit any BPI or BPI Family Savings Bank anchor Express Raking Center near you 

Far more infomation, call the Auto Loan Dues, Men ang a 815.777 rng uiie hours or 10D 47), or tent AUTO Spacca yaur ull namer spacezyour lancline numberespaee>ciy or province 
tions, carat: AUTO Manny Gomez 8436777 Makali Ciya and send it 091789100:00. or lag on 10 wwwlapiepiessonline:com 


The crackdown is 
‘aimed at forcing bus 
companies to pay 
their traffic viola- 
tions dues. The MM- 
DA has been waging 
a drive against buses 
that operate illegally 
on Edsa. 
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BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK © IBERO Drives Drean = 
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Gel started on tomorrow AMIAT LE AA 


ASISTENCIA Emergency Care Package! 
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SOLITARY WATCH 


A teenager sits on the deserted Baywalk strip on Roxas Boulevard, with only huge waves to keep him company. Classes were suspended 
in the metropolis yesterday due to heavy rains and strong winds. 
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Makati City DPS investigator gunned down 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


HOLDING P7.50 IN LOOSE 
change, public safety officer Feli- 
cisimo Enriquez was about to 
take a jeepney to work at a few 
minutes past 7 a.m. yesterday, 
‘amid heavy rains. 

But the 43-year-old investiga- 
tor for the Makati Department of 
Public Services (DPS) never 
made itto his office. 

As he waited for a ride on A. B- 
Reyes Street in Barangay Tejeros, 


Dip YOU KNOW; 
Didyou know that ven- 
dors at the Marikina 
Public Market havea 
dress code? 

THE MARIKINA Counc passed 
in 1897 Ordinance No. 239 im- 
posing a dress code on market 
Vendors inthe cy, prohibiting 
them trom wearing shorts or a 
Sudo (sleeveless unde si). 
iyo sai the orainance 
wasn ine wth ther eaniness 
rive. "The program was 
deemed successful, that is why 
in 2000, the counll amended 
the ordnance to include al 
busines estabiishmemts in 
Nartira. POI Research 


METROBRIEFS | 
NBI, POEA team-up 
THE NUMBER of legal recruitment 
Cases has more than doubled in the 
Past sh months as compared to the 
Same period last year according to 
the Priippine Overseas Employ- 
ment Administration (POEA). POEA 
Administrator Rosalinda Dimapiis- 
Baidos said hard times may have re- 
sulldin te 250 percent hio In 
Complaints trom victims ot legal 
recutment during the frst half ot 
2008. To neip address the problem, 
ofa of the POEA and the NBI 
Yesterday signed a memorandum of 
Zareement to facilnate the growing 
umber of complaints against egal 
recrulers, "The POEA would now 
provide us wth the technical assis- 
Tance and relevant data to expedite 
ur investigation and eventual pros- 
cution of he suspects,” NBI 
Deputy Director for Special Investi- 
cation Services Victor Bessat said. 

Margaux C. Ortiz 


Thieves rob colonel 
THIEVES broke into tno van ot a po- 
fice colonel in the pay paring area 
beside the Podlum Mal! in Man- 
daluyong City on Tuesday morning, 
‘carting away a travelling bag con- 
taining P150,000 in cash. Senior 
Supt. Manolito Labador, assigned at 
{he Philippine National Police Direc- 
torate for Operation In Camp Crame, 
iett his Isuzu Big Horn in the parking 
lotat about 10:30 a.m., police said, 
Ho went toa coffee shop at the mal 
but when he returned minutos latar, 
the back door of the van was already 
open and his bag was missing. 
Apart from the cash his bag also 
‘contained his passport which had 
been issued onl that morning. a 
plane ticket and ciothes, including at 
least five Lacoste shirts. Polloe said 
Labador was scheduled to leave for 
Indonesia. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Makati City near the Sta, Ana 
racetrack, three unidentified men 
casually walked up to him and 
shot him several times in the 
head. 

Police said Enriquez was killed 
instantly, 

The assailants then fled on 
foot, leaving behind three empty 
shells from a 45-cal pistol. 

“He had just alighted from a 
tricycle he had taken from his 
house to catch a ride to his office. 
‘The gunmen really waited for 


THE BANNER STORY OF THE 
ingume yesterday saying that 
‘Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Generoso Senga waited nearly 
two hours before he decided 
against the proposal to withdraw 
support from President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo did not surprise this 
writer 

1 heard from Palace sources 
that Senga was recommended for 
appointment as AFP chief by Cab- 
inet officials who had called for 
the resignation of Ms Arroyo last 
year at the height of the "Hello 
Garci" scandal.. The renegade of- 
ficials became known as “Hyatt 
10.” 

‘The President was inclined to 
appoint Navy chief Vice Adm. 
Emesto de Leon as AFP chief of 
staff. 1 personally knew this for a 
fact. But she deferred to her fa- 
vored Cabinet officials, like for- 
mer Social Welfare Secretary 
Dinky Soliman, who were rooting 
for Senga. 

Besides, Senga was a special 


him on that street,” said Senior 
Insp. Gary Reyes, chief of the 
Makati Police Criminal Investiga- 
tion Section, citing initial police 
findings. 

Enriquez, a resident of H. San- 
tos Street in Barangay Carmona, 
‘was on his way to the DPS head- 
quarters on Ayala Avenue Exten- 
sion, investigators said. 

“We are stil checking ifhe had 
enemies, Hopefully by tomorrow, 
we could already establish the 
motive,” Reyes told the Inquirer. 


‘Kawawa 


friend of the wife of one of those 
allegedly behind the “GMA Re- 
sign" movement. His closeness to 
the lady dates back to his stint as 
commander of the North Luzon 
Command. Against this back- 
drop, now you know why Senga 
vacillated. 

Senga, however, denies he 
vacillated in his support for his 
‘Commander in chief. But two 
hours is a long, long time for 


one to decide at a very critical , 


moment whether or not to 
stand by his President or lead 
rebellious soldiers against her 
If Senga didn't vacillate, it 
would have only taken him sec- 
onds to make that momentous 
decision and order the leaders 
of the rebellious troops arrest- 
ed on the spot, Obviously, the 
President made the wrong 
choice when she named Senga 
Armed Forces chief of staff. 


“Kawawa naman the Presi- 


“But based on our initial infor- 
mation, it could be a personal 
matter because his colleagues 
said he had no work-related 
problems," he added. 

Police said they already have 
leads on the identity of the sus- 
pects but Reyes did not give de- 
tails for the meantime. 

“We are already developing an 
angle and we are already looking 
at some persons who could be in- 
volved in the killing," he told the 
Ingumer. 
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Congress probe 
on PNU sought 


By Tina G. Santos 


A PARTY-LIST REPRESENTATIVE 
has asked Congress to investigate 
the appointment of lawyer Lut- 
gardo Barbo as president of the 
state-run Philippine Normal Uni- 
versity (PNU), 

Rep. Teodoro Casiño also 
urged Congress, through the 
House committee on higher and 
technical education, to look into 
the subsequent resignation of 
PNU administrative officials 
against Barbo's appointment. 

“There is a need for Congress 
to immediately address the PNU 
controversy and also take steps 
toward repealing or amending 
the erroneous Higher Education 
Modernization Act (Republic Act 
8292) in order to undertake rele- 
vant reforms for the betterment 
of the Philippine education sys- 
tem,” the solon said. 

He added that the PNU con- 
troversy “seems to provide a 
clear example of how political 
patronage is winning over in- 
tegrity and scholarship in the 
academe.” 

“And remedies are not forth- 
coming from the govemment to 
tackle this problem,” Casiño said. 

‘The militant congressman like- 
wise cited the various issues 
raised by those opposed to the 
PNU Board of Regents’ (BOR) de- 
cision to appoint Barbo, includ- 
ing perceived loopholes in RA 
8292—the law governing state 
universities and colleges—partic 
ularly the composition of the gov- 
eming boards which he claimed 
is being used by politicians to 
tum the academe into a huge 
playing field for patronage pe 
tics, 

‘Another party-list representa- 


naman the President’ 


dent,” as colegialas would say 
about Ms Arroyo being surround- 
ed by people who don't respect 
her or who would leave her dur- 
ing a crisis. 

‘Another cabinet official who 
could not be relied upon by Ms Ar- 
royo is her defense secretary, 
Avelino Cruz who was nowhere to 
be found during the standoff at 
the Marine headquarters in Fort 
Bonifacio. A Palace source said the 
President was trying to reach Cruz 
through his cellular phone so she 
could order him to proceed to Fort 
Bonifacio during the crucial mo- 
ments. But Cruz allegedly refused 
to answer the Presidents call and 
ignored her text messages. Cruz 
came out only after the Bonifacio 


criss had been resolved. 

My friend and compadre, Fe- 
lipe “Philip” Cruz Jr, denies the 
allegation of former Ambas- 
sador Roy Señeres that he was 
one of those involved in the 
plot to oust GMA on Feb. 24. 

Cruz said that Sefteres came 
to his residence uninvited 
when he and Iñigo Zobel were 
having a business meeting. 
Cruz and Zobel are partners in 
a restaurant venture. 

“He (Señeres) told us he had 
on his cell phone a recording of 
‘what he claimed to be an origi- 
nal copy of the Garci tape. We 
agreed that we would listen to 
the recording so we could com- 
pare it with the other tapes,” 
Cruz said. 

‘The construction magnate 
said Señeres then told them 
about his plan to form a transi- 
tion government. He was also 
soliciting financial support 
from us, Cruz added. "We told 


& einun 
RERETTARosales  roimoro 


tive, Loretta Rosales, is also re- 
portedly planning to file a sepa- 
Tate resolution calling for an in 
quiry, in aid of legislation, into 
Barbo's appointment. 

In her resolution, Rosales said 
there was an urgent need to re- 
view the criteria and process used 
by the BOR’s search committee in 
the selection of the president to 
ensure that the decision would be 
fai, objective and in the best in- 
terest ofthe university. 


him (Sefieres) we would never 
allow anybody to use us against 
the government,” Cruz said. 

Chito Orbeta and Dolly Domin- 
go, janitor and clerk at the Bu- 
Teau of Customs, respectively, are 
not your ordinary blue collar 
workers. 

Orbeta and Domingo, assigned 
at the bureau's valuation and 
classification division, allegedly 
‘own big houses at the City Homes 
Village in Biñan, Laguna. Both of 
them reportedly own luxury vehi- 
cles. 

“Their unexplained wealth was 
featured ina lifestyle check con- 
ducted by "Imbestigador" a pri- 
vate eye show on GMA 7. 

‘The Office of the Ombudsman 
investigated the luxurious 
lifestyles of the two customs em- 
ployees, but nothing has come 
outfit. 

‘The question is, how could a 
floor cleaner and a paper pusher 
become so rich? 


Tiger, the puppy, finds new home—and hopefully, a new nose 


By Marlet D. Salazar 
Contributor 


TIGER, A FOUR-MONTH-OLD 
dog, lost part of his nose when he 
‘was ran over by a tricycle in Sam- 
paloc Ugong, Valenzuela City last 
May. 

‘Aman who felt uncomfortable 
ooking at the flap of skin hang- 
ing loosely from the puppy's face 
then cut it off, completely expos- 
ing Tiger's nostrils. 

Marian Barola, a neighbor, 
took pity on the dog and alerted 


the Animal Rescue Team of the 
Philippine Animal Welfare Soci- 
ety (PAWS). 

Dr. Jeffrey Chua, PAWS Animal 
Rehabilitation Center (PARC) 
shelter manager, said he was 
shocked when he saw Tiger. He 
knew the pup needed to be treat- 
ed right away but first, he had to 
convince its owner to give up the 
dog. "If an animal to be rescued 
has an owner, we cannot just 
snatch the dog away even if it is 
for the animal's welfare,” Chua 
said. 


It was not an easy task, Chua 
said he spent hours talking with 
‘Tiger's owner. “The owner didn't 
want to give him away," Chua 
said, After much convincing, 
Tiger's owner finally agreed to 
give up the dog and turn him over 
PAWS. 

‘Tiger, who had been without a 
nose with rwo weeks, was imme- 
diately brought to the Animal 
House in Aurora Boulevard 
‘where he was given first aid and 
antibiotics. 

Only recently, he was adopted 


CAMPUS TOUR 

‘The Gandang Palmolive campus 
tour took off recently at the Jose 
Fabella Memorial High School in 
Mandaluyong City with 
Mandaluyong Mayor Neptali 
Gonzales and wife Quennie (right 
and second from right, 
respectively) as special guests. 
‘The grooming and personality 
seminars were designed for high 
school students in more than 100 
schools metrowide and 
nationwide. Also in photo are 
Metro Manila Mayor Spouses 
Foundation president Mayor 
Marides Fernando, Cesar Melo, 
Colgate Palmolive Philippines 
Ine. general manager, and 
Palmolive Naturals endorser 
Ricky Reyes. contasureomoro 


by a woman who, upon seeing 
the dog, immediately expressed a 
desire to care for him. She also 
started looking for a doctor who 
could give him an artificial nose. 

Dr; Nielsen Donato of Vets in 
Practice in Mandaluyong, who 
has been practicing for 16 years, 
was tapped for the job. The in- 
stant Donato saw Tiger, he knew 
it would be a tough case. “He lost 
his nose but the wound had not 
healed,” he said. "But because 
‘Tiger was obviously determined 
tosurvive, I took up the challenge 
that I could do something about 
his condition,” Donato said, 

‘The doctor felt up to the job 
since he had done different pros- 
thetic procedures in the past, in: 
cluding creating an artifical beak 
for a Philippine Rufous Hornbill 
and a Black Palm Cockatoo, He 
had also installed titanium-made 
upper and lower canines on a 
Jaguar 


“A team of doctors composed 
of veterinarians a dentist, a den- 
tal technician, and an oro facial 
prosthetic technician will assist in 
the surgery" Donato said. "Four 
of them are Filipinos, one is 
American, and the other is 
Japanese.” At the moment, how- 
ever, putting on a permanent arti- 
ficial nose would have to wait 
since Tiger is stil growing, 

‘After much deliberation, the 
team decided to wait until the 
pup was one-year-old. Donato 
Said that he does not expect a lot 
of problems to crop up while 
Tiger awaits the operation. 

Despite his missing nose, how- 
ever, Tiger is getting along just 
fine, his sense of smell fully func- 
tional, According to Tigers new 
owner, the dog is very playful and 
affectionate, following her all the 
time around the house, “He 
seems to know who genuinely 
cares for him,” she sa. 
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[AFILE picture taken Feb. 10, 1933 shows Albert Einstein and his 
‘second wife Elsa at El Mirador Hotel in a California desert resort. wr 


Letters reveal mysteries 
of Einstein’s love affairs 


JERUSALEM—ALBERT EIN- decent.” In another post to Mar- 
Stein had halfa dozen girlfriends got, Einstein asked his step- 
and told his wife they showered daughter to pass on “a little letter 
him with “unwanted” affection, for Margarita, to avoid providing 
according to letters released on curious eyes ‘with tidbits.” The 
Monday that shed light on his ex- new batch of letters for the first 
‘ra-marital affairs. time included replies from Ein- 
“The wild-haired Jewish-Ger- stein’ family, Hanoch Gutfreund, 
‘man scientist, renowned for his chair of the Albert Einstein 
theory of relativity, spent little Worldwide Exhibition at Hebrew 
time at home. He lectured in Eu- University said. 
rope and in the United States, This, he told reporters, helped 
where he died in 1955 at age 76. shatter myths that the Nobel 
But Einstein wrote hundreds of Prize-winning scientist was al- 
letters to his family. ways cold towards his family. 
Previous-released letters sug- “In these letters he acts with 
gested his marriage in 1903 tohis much greater friendship and un- 
first wife Mileva Maric, mother of derstanding to Mileva and his 
histwo sons, was miserable. They sons,” Gutfeund said. 
divorced in 1919 and he soon Gutfeund said that though Ein- 
married his cousin, Elsa. He stein’ later marriage to Elsa was 
cheated on her with his secretary, best described as a “marriage of 
Betty Neumann, corivenience,” he wrote to her : 
Inthenew volume oflettersre- most every day, describing, 
leased on Monday by Hebrew among other things, his experi- 
University in Jerusalem, Einstein ences touring and lecturing in 
described about six women with Europe. 
‘whom he spent time with and re- “Soon Il be fed up with the 
ceived gifts from while being (theory of) relativity” Einstein 
married to Elsa. wrote in a postcard to Elsa in 
In the early 1980s, Else's 1921. “Even such a thing fades 
daughter, Margot, gave almost away when one is too involved 
1,400 letters to Hebrew Universi- with it.” 
y, which Einstein helped found. Einstein lived and studied in 
‘But Margot directed that the the 1930's at Oxford, where he 
letters not be released publicly hid from the Nazis. A German 
until 20 years after her death, colleague, he said in a letter to 
She died on July 8, 1986. Else, had told him “to not even 
Some of the women identified come near the German border be- 
by Einstein include Estella, Ethel, cause the rage against me is out 
‘Toni, and his “Russian spy lover,” of control.” 
Margarita. Others are referred to In the same letter, which he 
only byinitials,likeM. andL. wrote in 1933, less than a decade 
“lt is true that M. followed me before the start of World War TI 
(to England) and her chasing af- and the Nazi Holocaust, Einstein 
ter me is getting out of control,” writes: “One fears everywhere 
he wrote in a letter to Margot in the competition of the expelled 
1931. "Out ofall the dames, 1am ‘brainy’ Jews. We are even more 
in fact attached only to Ms L, burdened by our strength than by 
who is absolutely harmless and our weakness.” Reuters 


Wor pBricFs 
Plot to harm Thaksin probed 


BANGKOK—Thal authorities were investigating reports of a plot to “harm” 
the prime minister, the inteligence chief said Wednesday, as security 
around Thaksin Shinawatra was significantly increased. “There were re- 
ports of a plot to harm the prime minister two weeks ago, and we are check- 
ing whether the reports are true,” Jumpol Manmai, the head of the National 
Inteligence Agency told The Associated Press. He did not provide other de- 
tails. Thaksin, who normally has 12 bodyguards, was recently provides an 
additional 30 security agents from the National Security Center. Thaksin 

‘so hired an additional 10 guards to trail his family. 


30 Taliban killed in Afghanistan 

KANDAHAR —AVghan and coalition security forces involve in a massive 
anti-Taliban operation killed 30 more rebels on Tuesday 25 US Defense Sec- 
retary Donald Rumsfeld visited the country. The erly marning air strike in 
‘Southern Helmand province was targeted at a Taliban commander and asso- 
lates who had "actively planned and carried out attacks on Afghan and 
Coation forces,” a coalition spokesperson told AFP. Itresultedin the esti- 
Tatad death of at least 30 Taliban fighters,” Captain Julle Roberge told AFP. 
{twas not immediately clear it that included the commander. AFP 


Somali warlord surrenders to Islamists 
MOGADISHU—One of Mogadishu's last warlords holding out against pow- 
erful islamists surrendered anter losing most of his territory Ìn two days of 
fighting that kiled more than 140 people, mila sources said on Tuesday. 
“thas become necessary to surrender and give peace a chance,” a mitia- 
man loyal to warlord Abdi Awale Qaybdié told Reuters. Oaybdlid is the last 
ot an aliance ot US-backed warlords who called themselves an anti-terror- 
ism group. He kept fighting after the Islamists routed the other warlords and 
seized tne Soma captal last month. Reuters 


Saddam trial adjourned for 2 weeks 
BAGHDAD—The judge called a two-week recess in the trial of Saddam Hus- 
sein on Tuesday, hoping to end a boycott ofthe trial by the former Iragi lead- 
fr and his lawyers, But he warne that H they won't come back, court-ap- 
pointed lawyers wili make Saddam's closing arguments. The lawyers tor 
Saddam and three top co-defendants In the case announced a day earlier 
tey wouid not appear unless the court met a ist of demands, inciuding 
greater security after tne slaying of one of their coleagues last month. Chiet 
Judge Raout Abdel-Rahman made no sign he wouid meet the conditions, 

but said tne lawyers have a duty to defend their clients. a 


Iraq PM shrugs off civil war fears 
BAGHDAD—Prime Minster Nun al-Maliki shrugged off fears that Iraq was 
‘lunging into a cv war even as more than 40 people were kiled on Tues- 
‘ay, many of them in raging sectarian bloodshed. “I don't see the country 
{alin into a civit war despite tne regrettable activities of certain people who 
ignore that Iraq is united.” Maiki old reporters in the Kurdish city ot Arbil in 
the north of tne country. “Tho security services are stili in contro ot the situ- 
ation and we wouid ike to soe matters move towards political (compro- 
Mise rather than resort to Torca,” he added. arp 


Supreme Court of the Philippines 
Judicial and Bar Council 
Manila 


‘A. Pursuant to Section t, Rule 7 of the Rules of the Judicial and Bar Council (JBC-009), as amended, the public is hereby Invited tothe pane! interview 
‘ofthe folowing applicants for the postion of DEPUTY OMBUDSMAN FOR MINDANAO, at the Division Session Hall Ground Fi, New Supremo Court 
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4. ARANCOM, MARIA CORAZON A. 
2 AVILA, EUSEBIO M. 

3 BENDIGO, RAULB. 

A CHIONGSON. ROBERTO S. 

5. DARAY, MARIVECT. 


ELMAN, RODOLFO M. 
MACABANDO, PACA-AMBUNG 
MONTEROSO, HUMPHREY T. 
SPACO, ALBERTO JR. B. 


c 


The four oiner applicants APOSTOL, Pelagio S. ESPAÑOL, Jose Jr. M; LANTORIA, Gerardo Jr. B.iand SIAYNGCO, Manue! Djavo already been 


interviewed by the JBC on June 18, 2006. 
B. The Juul end Bar Counc slo soncunces hal in flowing ate aplcer for eret vant ues pon 


(8r.23) CAMPOMANES, Marilyn Ronquillo: CLEMENS, Myrna Molintas: 


ESDANE, Romeo Sr P - TAO. Romeo D.. LLUZ Leopoldo C- MABUTIN, Odeon S: QULANTANG, Romeo A: TANDICO. Filemon JA TORREVILAS, 
Manuo! F. 3r (REGION DI) BAGADIAN GITY. ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR: (r. 22) CANDA. Alsjanro T DAYOT, Exaquel M. I: POLOYAPOY,Treendo 


MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT IN CIMES MTCC: (REGION 1) - BAGUIO CITY: (Br. 1) BACULI. Rene B. 


MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT MITC]: REGION VIN) - LEYTE. LEYTE: DAPULA, Rodrigo O.: FORTUNA, Leah Tiozon; 
Manuel Jr. 8; POSION. Marisa Renomeron; TROCINO, Anta Menzon. 


ti LIM, Dhida Labiran; MONTEJO, 


MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT MCTC): (REGION Vi) - DUMALAG-TAPAZ, CAPIZ: BAGUIO, Sebastino A: BARRIOS, Bienvenido Jr. P.; CATALAN, 
‘Vicente Alias R STA. ANA. Wille T. (REGION X) - MANTICAO-MAAWAN-LUGAIT, MISAMIS ORIENTAL: ARROYO, Renato T.; DAING. Celento N.: 
DAIAO, Samson N.: QUIÑONES, Leonor Sumagat. RAAGAS, Edmundo V.; ROSALES, Vincent Filomeno B.; RUGAY, Braulio L. Jr. (REGION XII) ~ 

[EDRES. Anuar A: MACUMBAL, Arassad M.: MARANGIT. Sle Gumama; PANGCATAN, Hasmin 


BALOŁPANTAR-PANTAO RAGAT. LANAO DEL NORTE: 
hao: PRETE. Miriam Rovira DITSAAN-RAMAIN-BUBONG, LANAO DEL SUR: PIMPING, Mahadi M. 


‘The pubiic may submit any sworn complain. written report, or opposition against any of the aforesaid applicants not later than JULY 24. 2006 to the 


JBC Secretariat 
C. The JBC is now accepting appäcations for judicial postions in the following courts: 
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(Sod) MA. LUISA D. VILLARAMA į 
Ex-Otcio Secretary $ 


Clark of Coun & 


RESCUE workers carry an injured passenger 
to the hospital from inside the mangled 

compartment of one of the bombed trains at 
Mahim railway station in Bombay july 11. ar 


NY subway 
security 
tightened 


NEW YORK—AFTER DEADLY COORDINATED 
atucks on packed commuter rail tains in India, 
New York City officials upped security measures 
on the subways, sending hundreds of additional 
police oficers to patrol and conduct random bag 
searches. 

‘The New York Police Department said the mea- 
sures were precautionary and there had been no 
specifie threat vo New York. 

“We take a terror attack in any place in the 
worid, especially one on a public transport system, 
as a serious warming,” Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said Tuesday 

‘The Metropolitan "Transportation Authority, 
which runs the system, also announced increased 
security on its rail lines, tunnels and bridges and in 
‘Grand Central Terminal and Pennsylvania Station, 

During the evening rush hour teams of police 
officers checked commuters bags inside Penn Sta- 
tion and the Herald Square subway stop, located 
in the heart of one of Manhattan's busiest shop- 
ping districts 

“Í dont know how much good this does, but it, 
canit Ir” said commuter Steve Cohen, an actu- 
ary from Brooklyn. 

“The city began random bag searches a year ago 
in response to the mass transit bombings in Lon- 
don. NYPD officials have refused to say how many 
bags they have searched in the past year or specify 
where and when they search them. They argue 
that by making the searches unpredictable they 
can keep would-be bombers off balance. 

‘The city’s 468 subway stations serve an average 
45 million daily riders. 

Deparment of Homeland Security Secretary 
Michael Chertoff said there were no plans to raise 
the nation's threat level. 


Israel 
expands 
offensive 


GAZA—ISRAELI TANKS SWEPT IN- 
tothe central Gaza Strip on Wednes- 
day and an air raid targeting top 
Hamas commanders kiled six Pales- 
tinians as Israel broadened a two- 
week-old offensive. 

Israel has vowed to continue te 
operation, which has already cost 
the lives of over 65 Palestinians, until 
militants free captured Corporal Gi- 
lad Shalt and stop launching 
makeshift rockets over the border. 

Dozens of armoured vehicles 
trundied into central Gaza before 
dawn, effectively cutting the main 
road down the territory from which 
Israel withdrew less than a year ago 
afer a 38-year occupation. 

Israel has rejected cals from the 
goveming Hamas Islamist move- 
‘ment for negotiations on a prisoner 
swap for the 19-year-old tank gun- 
nes, whose abduction on June 25 has 
triggered the worst fighting beween 
Israelis and Palestinians since 2004, 

1n an attempt to kill senior com- 
manders of Hamas's armed wing, an 
Israeli air raid brought down a three- 
storey building on the norhem edge 
of Gaza City 

‘A least six people, including two 
women and two children, were 
kiled in the attack that tumed the 
house into a tangle of twisted meral, 
broken concrete, blood and dust. 

But the blast and air suike on a 


leader, milans said, Abu Anas al- 


Gaza, was not in a life-threatening 

condition. Hamas militants helped 

capture Shalit in a raid into Israel. 
“there was an attack on a struc- 


tution, 


bysenior members ofthe Hamas ter- 
rorist group,” an army spokesperson 
said.” 


Japan, S. 


‘SEOUL—SOUTH KOREA ANGRILY 
accused Japan of arrogant and reck- 
less remarks on Tuesday, a day afier 
Japanese leaders raised what South 
nearby car bur only one Hamas Koreans considera chilling possibili- 

ty: a pre-emptive strike on North Ko- 
Ghandou, commander in nonhem rea that would violate Japan's consti- 


As discord escalated between 
‘Washington's major allies in the re- 
gion, Christopher R. ill, the assis- 
ture in the nonthem Gaza Strip wed tant secretary of state for Bast 

Asian and Pacific affairs, retumed 
to China. Attention there focused 
Reuters on whether Beijing, North Korea's 
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Tragedy revives horrors of 


LONDON—LEADERS 
worldwide on Tuesday 
condemned a series of 
deadly train bomb at- 
tacks in India’s financial 
capital Bombay (Mum- 
bai) which claimed at 
least 190 lives and 
vowed to step up the 
global fight against ter- 
Torism. 

rth Prime Minister Tony Blais, 
who only last week marked the one- 
Year anniversary of the July 7 Lon- 
don bombings, said his county 
stood united with India in a shared 
determination to defeat terrorism 
“in all its forms,” “I condemn utterly 
these brutal and shameful attacks. 
‘here can never be any justication 
for terrorism. Our thoughts are with 
the vcims and their families” Blair 
said ina statement. 

Seven coordinated explosions 
ripped through packed commuter 
trains during evening rush hour in 
Bombay kiling at least 190 people 
injuring 464 in an attack Prime Min- 
ister Manmohan Singh called an 
“evil designi” of terrorists. ( See story 
on Page) 

Suspicion fell on Islamis who 
have been fighting Indian rule în the 
disputed region of Kashmir. 

‘Spanish Prime Minster Jose Luis 
Rodriguez Zapatero said the tragedy 
had revived the horrors of a similar 
attack in Madrid wo years ago, in 
which 191 were killed in coordinat- 
ed bombs on four commuter trains. 

“In the name of the Spanish gov- 


ement and on my own behalf, 1 
‘want to express my profound sad- 
ness for these very serious terrorist 
attacks which have struck your 
country” Zapatero told Singh in a 
cable. 

US Secretary of State Condoleez- 
za Rice responded by pledging to 
stand with India in the “war on ter- 
xox" “There is no political cause that 
can justify the murder of innocent 


Russian 


the per 


people,” Rice said in a statement, 
“The United States stands with 
India in the war against terror 
Those responsible for these terrible 
acts should be swifly brought to jus- 


whose country is regularly targeted 
by Chechen rebel strikes, called for 

trators to be “severely pun- 
ished.” “There is no, and there can 


President Vladimir Putin, tacks 


be no, justification for a crime of 
such cynicism and monstosi 
said in a statement. 

“The terorists guilty of this crime 
must be severely punished.” India's 
‘neighbour Pakistan described theat- 

a “despicable act of terror- 
ism.” "Pakistan strongly condemns 
the series of bomb blasts on com- 
muter tains in Mumbai, India,” a 
foreign ministry statement said. AFP 


SA 4 ~ 
RESCUE workers 
search for bodies 
inside the wreckage 
of one of the local 
trains hit by bombs 
at Mahim railway 
station in Bombay 
July 11. 


he 


Basayev’s death still shrouded in mystery 


GROZNY, RUSSIA—THE SPECTACULAR 
Kiling of Russia's most wanted man, 
Chechen warlord Shamil Basayey, ends a 
years-ong hunt for the fugitive who hid out 
in the mountainous territory in and around 
‘war-torn Chechnya. 

But questions lingered Tuesday about 
the operation that Russian officials say led 
to Basayev's death when a dynamite-ñilled 
truck exploded close to his car in a village 
in neighboring Ingushetia. By some ac- 
counts the blast was accidental, 


GENGHIS’ WARRIORS 
Mongolian horsemen in traditional costumes perform during the Naadam opening ceremony in Ulan 
Bator, Mongolia to celebrate the 800th anniversary of Genghis Khan's march to world conquest on 
Tuesday with festivities that mixed crass commer 


North 10 ease 


tion." 
“If approved, 


Jaunching of seven missles lest 
Wednesday by returning to the six- 
pany nuclear talks, 

But China said it did not expect 
‘a quick resolution, nor did it sup- 
port a move by Japan and the Unit- 
ed States to pass a UN Security 
Council resolution imposing sanc- 
tions on North Korea. It snid such a 
resolution would be an "overrenc- 


contradictions and increase ten- 


Russia's defense minister hailed the 
death of “our Bin Laden” as a "landmark 
event.” Stil, Sergei Ivanov waed that the 
12year struggle with Chechen separatist 
rebels—which has spread across the im- 
Poverished and mainly Muslim North Cau- 
Casus in Russia's south—was not over yet. 

Russian newspapers reported Tuesday 
that Basayev’s elimination resulted from a 
carefully planned secret service operation 
that used a shipment of weapons and ex- 
plosives to ensnare Basayev. 


ism, genuine reverence and pure poli 


tensions over its 
news conference, “it 
peace and stability in 


si 
pary talks, as well as 


Security Council del 
second day a vote on 
sponsored resolution, 


cials in China and South Korea 
fear could lay the groundwork 
for sanctions or even military ac 


it will aggravate 


sion," Chinas Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson, Jiang Yu, said at a 


Peninsula and Northeast Asian 
and hurt efforts to resume six- 


UN Security Council splitting." 
Hill's trip came hours after the 


Unnamed security officials quoted by 
the Vremya Novostei daily said the prepa- 
rations took six months. Intelligence 
agents planted in his entourage led him to 
a trap in which Russian special services 
detonated the explosives at the moment 
when he gor near the truck, the officials 
said. 

‘The Komosmolskaya Pravda daily re- 
ported that the undercover agent who was 
traveling in Basayevs convoy and planted 
a detonator under the truck received a 


to defuse the standoff. 


road" ahead to solve the crisis. 


dg 
down, 


tion against the North, 


will harm 
the Korean 


lead to the 


layed for a 
the Japan- 
which offi 

will exploit. 


“Tehran's top nuclear envoy nego- 
tiator, Ari Larijani, speaking alter 
talks ‘with Buropean Union foreign 
policy chief Javier Solana and other 
European officials, warned ofa “long 


“The meeting was disappointing," 
Cristina Gallach told AFP saying the 
latest round of discussions with the 
“Tehran envoy “was not satisfactory" 
‘The comments came afer hardline 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
speaking in Tehran, promised Iran 
‘would continue sensitive nuclear fi- 
work and would not back 


“The Iranian nation is determined 
to obtain all of is rights, induding 
full nuclear rights and the complete 
exploitation of the nuclear fuel cy- 
cde,” Ahmadinejad was quoted as 


‘The council delayed the vote 
while the Chinese deputy foreign 
minister and chief nuclear negotia- 
tor, Wu Dawei, was talking with the 
North Koreans in Pyongyang, the 
North's capital. Wu's mission’ was 
critical for Washington because 
Japan and South Korea continued 
to quarrel over how to react to 
North Korea's missile threats, a 
split that experts say North Korea 


“There was an important decis 
sion to postpone the vote on the 


payment of upto $500,000. 

But contradicting that version of events 
was talk ofa missile strike. 

"The TTARTass news agency citing an 
unidentified law enforcement official in 
southern Russia, reported "Tuesday that 
Basayev had been killed by a rocket that 
homed in on his phone. 

‘Chechen rebel envoy Akhmed Zakayev 
‘denied that Basayev Kiling occured dur- 
inga special operation and insisted the ex 
plosion was an accident. AP 


Iran nuclear talks 
still at impasse 


BRUSSELS—IRAN VOWED TUES- 
day not to cave in to intemational 
pressure over its nuclear plans, as the, 
European Union lamented a lack of 
progres in talks on a Wester offer 


saying by the ISNA news agency 

iran ins that it only wants to 
develop nuclear energy but its lack of 
cooperation with the United Nations 
rudear watchdog and enrichment 
activities have raised suspicions that 
itis covertly uying to build an atomic 
bomb. 

In an effort to get it to freeze ura- 
nium enrichment —a process need- 
ed to fuel a nuclear reactor but 
which could also be used to make a 
bomb—the West on June 6 offered 
Iran a package of economic and po- 
lca incentives 

The Brussels meeting was aimed 
at taking stock of developments 
since then, and to lay the ground- 
work for talks in France on Wednes- 
day beween foreign ministers from 
the five permanent UN Security 
Council members plus Germany. 

Solana said he would report to the 
ministers from the six powers which 
drew up the offer and "we will make 
an analysis +». to see how we pro 
ceed” AP 


orea at odds over response to missile tests 


main ally, could persuade the 


resolution, because the Chinese 
government had an imponant 
diplomatic mission going on,” Hill 
told reporters in Beijing. “Obvious- 
ly we are in a rather crucial peri- 
od.” 

Wu's visit to Pyongyang was 
seen as a test of China's increasing- 
ly doubsful influence on the recalci- 
trant government, Separately, Yang 
Hyong Sop, vice president of the 
North Korean parliament, arrived 
in Bejing on Tuesday for a trip that 
was scheduled to include a meet 
ing with President Hu Jintao. NYT 
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Ardina, Rodriguez ae $ 
in Junior World /A22 unt 
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Pacquiao new 
pound for pound 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
Tent us your toodhaciz inquirer sprt namefge/stymessage to 2207 (lobe) or 283 (Smart) No. 1/A23 


Giants take 3-1 cushion 


Use fast start to crush Bulls; Yap bags MVP award 


GAME WEDNESDAY (Araneta Colsen) 
740 pm—Re sás (Gama Sol Pals) 


Loy Tegae oF Blin the ist, 
’s already done (awarding). “Mythical team. Larry Fonacier of 
My focus now is to win the champi- Red Bull was named top rookie. 
By June Navarro conship not only for myself but for More importantly he helped add 
fay teamumates as well” said the24- spice to Purefoods fist half charge 
THE STORY MANY THOUGHT WOULD GO yari Yap, win known ost of- getter o the goal of winning 
: nO plying court as the husband of a championship. 
down the wire ended right in the first half. ge popular KrisAguino. Vap buried backin-back three- 
Purefoods pulled a fas fet. Yap also joined Raymundo, Vil- pointers, the second triple more 
never looked back to move withi “We came out with guns ablaze tanueva, Purefoods’ Roger Yap and GIANTS/A24 
game of clinching the PBA Phili and doused every rally aspirations y 
EneCupwidiaS-81 wnoverRed of Red Bull” ad Purools od) pa eenneeeeeeeeneeees 
Biullas night atthe Araneta Colise Ryan Gregorio after the Giants took 
om, 231 lead inte bestc 
There was aay wo need for S| GD 
season MVP James Yap and Kerby SHARK ROOF di, 
Raymundo to pur up snlting E 
figures as the Giants’ support cas inane ear 
dh Limp, Mare Pingris, Richard 
See and Poul Artadi proved t00 
much far the Bulls 
impor led the acral 
scoring eight poims in th 
quarter Raymundo 
nd Aradi engineer 
asthe Giants bui 


even se- 


rico Vilanueva for the coveted 

MVP trophy. The sweetshooting 

ersity ofthe East product won 

he closest races for the 

after losing the rookie 
ofthe year trophy 

“This is the biggest achievement 

£ SÁ Yap in Filipino. 

more happy if we win 


Se gg) RULET 


Las 
Saki OD, 
sti D | no nouns RENS umoa 


È nupce GEAR I 


PE LRESTEe nan 


1 
1 
‘The Giants sustained a great 1 
start by pulling away, 60-26, with The former UE Warrior was g 3 
5 NUDGE GEAR Ut 

1 

1 


os TY a 


Pingris virtually unstoppable inside named MVP during the 2003 UAAP 
ain the paint and Yee, who lost his season and got Mythical Five hon 
er in Game3, getting backto ors in the PBL in 2004 but never 
y self underneath the bas- tasted a championship except in 


PATIENCE pays off for Yap, who bags the Most Valuable Player shim 
t's annual awards. mamas hiss 


And if you choose to carry your fortune or gas cards around, no worries —nobody will dare touch you while you're CHEVROLET 
in the luxurious Chevrolet Suburban. Power through the streets in style, take command of the roads and consider m ger 


playground. This SUV is the biggest, t 
WE'LL BE THERE. 


Dy cueveover Š P) Test Arve aday at your nearest ChevrloVO dealer: MAKATI 867-2183 W B7 + QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 59 SHAW 599-4944. 533-6340, 33-0473, 945-1203 PASI 
Dr ROADSIDE. e SEA Joa a LADANG 2711200 w bd» NORTH EDSA 374-9900 fo 97, 374.9963 « MANILA 504.0120 = CEBU (032) 234-0420 1o 29» PAMPANGA (045) 003-3939, 
ASSISTANCE $ Sorts DAGUPAN (018) 823.7777. (075) 523-1835, (075) 515-8577 * Wolle (039) 929 
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By Jong Arcano 


SAN. DIEGO, CALIFORNIA—IT'S 
not the arrow but the archer. 

Dottie Ardina, proving she can do 
magie with whatever golf clubs in her 
hands, moved into contention with a 
Jate barrage of birdies that gave her a 
threeunderpar 70 on Tuesday 
(Wednesday in Manila) and solo second 
place in girls’ Class C at the start of the 
Callaway Junior Worid Golf Champi- 
onships in various courses here. 

‘Cyna Rodriguez also sparked in an 
otherwise quiet start by the Philippines 
fn this annual toumey of a thousand 
players representing 52 countries, card- 
ing a one-under 71 to secure third place 
ingits Class B. 

‘Already one of the most feared en- 
tries here with a victory and three top 5 
finishes in her last four Junior World 
stints, Ardina needed just a day to get 
comfortable with the borrowed cubs 
She got after losing her set to thieves last 
Sunday during the opening ceremony: 

‘With five birdie round that included 
three in a row from the 14th at the Cot- 
tonwood course in sun-baked El Cajon, 
the 12-year-old Ardina quickly took her 


place in the leaderboard and 
wil tee off Wednesday trailing Japan's 
Airi Sugimoto by just a stoke. 

Rodriguez. used the experience of 
tuneup matches all over Asia the past 
months to give herself a strong chance of 
winning like Ardina. 

‘A bogey on the last hole at the Oak 
Glen course of the Sycuan Resort sent 
her down to third in her division where 
lisa Aoki of Florida (69) and Chirapat 
‘JaoJavanil of Thailand (70) were lead- 
ing, 

Except for at least two age-group 
brackets, RP hopes in the other divisions 
faded with Filipino entries needing to 
overcome big deficits in the second 
round to salvage limited slors available 
in the final round. 

Marvi Monsalve made the shot of the 
day, a 3-wood tee shot on the 18th hole 
‘of Cottonwood that bounced into the 
‘up for her first ace. She will need more 
of those shots to survive the giris Class C 
cut after she ended up with an 82. 

“Everything is fine with my new clubs 
but I really miss my Callaway driver. es 
my comfort club,” said Ardina in Flipino 
afer baning the tough aftemoon condi- 
tions. She could have tied for the lead if 


not for a bad break on the 17th where 
her birdie attempt from 10 feet lipped 
out. 

(Of those remaining in the ttle hunt, 
Miguel Tabuena stood six shots behind 
in Glass C after a one-under 72 at Cot- 
tonwood, Miggy Yee and JR Gonzales 
were five strokes off in sith position in 
‘Glass D with their 63s while Mia Legaspi 


tie for fifth in girls Class E- 

CChice Reyes was running third in 
giris Class F nine shots behind the lead- 
e 

Marcel Puyat made up for the open- 
ing hiccup of Wolen Superal (75) with a 
73 that enabied the scion of the popular 
dan to join the group in 18th place at 
the water-laced Lawrence Welk course. 

In the 15-17 years acto at Torrey 
Pines, Tonton Asistio submitted the best 
round of 74 among five RP entries 
which was good for a tie for 24th spot 
while Debbie de Vila was in a large 
group at 40th following 277. 

“Its not the kind of start we wanted 
‘bur ar leas, we're in contention in sever- 
al divisions. expect the kids to go allout 
tomorrow” said delegation head Bang 
Mamaril 


New Congress out of the question, 
says football president Romualdez 


THE NEXT ELECTION AND REGU- 
LAR congress of the Philippine Foot- 
ball Federation (PFF) will be held in 
November next year and no proposal 
exists for the removal of the incum- 
bent president in an Extraordinary 
Congress. 

PFF president Johnny Romualdez 
stressed this yesterday in response to the 
call for holding a new congress and elec- 
tions made by Laguna FA president Ar- 
turo Pacificador Jr and National Capital 
Region FA head Jose Vito Borromeo dur- 
ing the PSA Forum Tuesday. 

“all charges made in the Forum were 
already addressed earlier by the PFE” 
said Romualdez in a faxed message to 
the Inquirer yesterday 

He said anyone nominated for 
president and seconded may run in 
next year’s election, adding that an 
Extraordinary Congress may be 
called only by the president or upon 
request of at least two-thirds of the 
members. 


Romualdez pointed out that the 
president can be removed through a 
proposal by the Board of Governors 
to Congress and “no such proposal 
exists.” 

Earlier, Romualdez said recent ac- 
tions by the LFA and NCRFA “indicate 
they are set to destroy Philippine foot- 
ball and the PEF by sensationalizing 
whatever fault they can (ind), real or 
oni 

“They seem to want to give the im- 
pression the PFF and its elected officials 
are pocketing funds intended for devel- 
‘pment. We categorically deny this as 
will be proven by the ongoing intemal 
audit and as has been shown by the Fifa 
audits and the reports of our extemal 
auditors and reports to our Congress 
and to our Board of Govemors,” he said. 

“The rwo FAs want an audit to deter- 
mine where about P90 milion funds 
given to the PFF by the world football 
federation (Fifa) in the last three years 
were spent. 


Romualdez said he had agreed to a 
request by Pacificador and NCRFA rep- 
resentative Ramon Jose to audit PFFs 
‘book “when the revocation of their (re 
spective association's) SEC registration 
‘slifted.” 

He added, however, that an internal 
audit is already being conducted by 
twee provincial association presidents 
of the highest integrity and the LFA and 
[CREA could ask them any question re- 
garding the FFFs finances. 

He emphasized that the NCRFA 
has the option to file estafa charges 
and the courts have the option to de- 
cide that the association has a legal 
identity despite the revocation of its 
‘SEC registration. 

“But itis also our option to insist that 
the recalciranıs work on the lifting of 
these revocations before opening our 
books to them,” said Romualdez. “Iris 
‘also our option to name a reasonable 
time and date and to define reasonable 
procedures for any audit” 


creme 


MARVI Monsalve shows the ball she used to score her ace. 


rocenrancaio 


PSC to deal with private 
transport firms next week 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINE SPORTS COMMISSION 
will sit down and talk with the different pri- 
vate transport companies from which the 
2005 Southeast Asian Games organizers owe 
at least P30 million starting next week, ac- 
cording to PSC commissioner Richie Garcia 
yesterday. 

“This is in line with the PSC commitment to 
pay for the arrears left by the Philippine SEAG Or- 
Zanizing Committee which reportedly amounts 
to more than P50 million. 

Ofthe amount, P30 million was earmarked for 
the transportation of more than 10,000 foreign 
and local athletes and officials to and from the 
competition venues around the country, which 


Makati. 


Bobong’s newest pride. 


minute, 


Italian defender. 


mild-mannered citizens, 


always take yourself too seriously. 


Make mine Caesars salad toppings-2s- 
sorted greens, atop the thin crust thats 
crisp, tender and perfectly warm-which 
tum imo a star-ofthe-restaurant-world 
the way these- are prepared in Mr 


Al seats were taken, as could only be 
expected, with top-seeded national writ- 
er Krip Yuson, for whom the host had re- 
served a table before the main sereen, 
‘opting to do the watching somewhere at 
Ortigas after his retinue of friends and 
grand kids continued to swell by the 


No great pizza, of course, was France 
skipper Zinedine Zidane, a sports god in 
his counmy, but whose name suddenly 
became synonymous to soccer wildness 
after he was sent out for slamming his 
crazy head ino the chest of one buriy 


‘The French team captain thus be- 
trayed the even heartbeat of an entire 
nation thats famous for its civilized, 


A dirty way, indeed, to punctuate a 
great career, but that's how the cookie 
‘erumbles~Zidane vividly displaying to 
the whole world how it does not pay to 


Bare EYE 


Recah 


Trinidad 


cool? 


‘Olympics. 


Zidane couldve been provoked. But 
it definitely did not feel good that one 
‘great player, who had been mentioned 
Alongside the great Pele, would squan- 
der ail the hard-earned myth and dig- 
nity ina single outburst of frustration. 
‘Suddenly, the French were finding it 
rather hard to laugh at themselves. But 
could they be blamed for losing their 


Capturing the Jules Rimet would 
have more than made up for the na- 
tional letdown following the contro- 
versial loss suffered by Paris (to Lon- 
don) in its bid to host the 2012 


Wild gossip, play of words can't save RP football 


THE HUNT FOR A COZY PRE-DAWN 
spot, where to savor the World Cup fi- 
nal piping hot, led to the discovery of 
the finest pizza in town, at Bobong 
Velez’s Mezze’, an exquisite eating and 
watering hole at the Greenbelt in 


(OK, the sport of soccer, which once 
had rivaled basketball in popularity in the 


Philippines, may not be totally dead. 


But its in a pitifully decayed siate, as 
could be gleaned from the lack of neces- 
sary vitab activities in Metro Manila and 


immediate localities. 


governing 
sist they are on the right track. 


the Philippines. 


advertise. 


Tt would have been a great follow-up 


to the World Cup win by France in 1998 


which also starred Zidane. 


on the righe track. 


sporadic skirmishes in remote areas. 


In the first place, there are practically 
no tangible signs that football in the 
counny is alive and kicking, except for 


‘Well, here at home, those who honest- 
ly care for football could only squirm 
amid hideous claims that the develop- 
‘ment ofthe sport all over the country was 


Of course, top officials of the Philip- 
pine Football Federation, who get mil- 
lions in support annually from Fifa, 

‘ody of world football, in- 


If there's something wrong about 
the sport here, so daimed PFF head 
Johnny Romualdez, it was in not hav- 
ing advertised the growth of football in 


Romualdez mentions great football 
leaps out in Mindanao but, on the 
‘whole, there was nothing truly great to 


‘There is definitely a better, surefire 
way to bring RP football back on its 
feet, as claimed by a group opposed to 
‘what they called the dictatorial rule at 


sociation 
‘mualdez for abruptly canceling the na- 
tional futsal (indoor soccer) which La- 
‘guna was all set to host last December 
Pacificador also cited the case of a 
football official who was sus- 
pended for 18 months by the PFP for 
attacking a player with a knife, but 


who ended up as a PFF adviser for 
youth development, “with an al- 
lowance to boot.” 

“There was also the scrapping of the 
national squad to the Asian Under-19 
tournament last January, because the 
PFF missed the registration deadline, 
Pacificador added. 

Meanwhile, Pocholo Borromeo, Na- 
tional Capital Region Football Association 
president, continued to challenge Ro- 
mualdez to come up with an honest ac- 
counting of the milions in support funds 
that he gets from Fifa annually 

Romualdez, so aimed Borromeo, just 
continued to evade the issue. 

Borromeo and Pacificador were joined 
by former PFF head Honesto Isleta in at- 
tacking Romualdez for failure of leader- 


ship. 

Ín fact, Romualdez had previously 
hinted to this reporter how lucky he was 
for not getting sued for libel following in- 
sinuarions in this column that milions in 
intemational football support funds to RP 
were nor being properiy utilized. 

Romualdez coolly stuck to his wom- 
‘out daim: Theyve not advertised growth 
‘of football but its there. 

‘That, ofcourse, is not easy to believe. 

Ax best, the Romualdez claim could 
sound like wild gossip from someone 
who profits from empty football develop- 
ment. 

‘Yes, unlike that great pizza at Mezze in 
Makati, foball revival in the Philippines 
is nowhere near around the comer 


Maningding guns for victories in 2-disc 


ULY MANINGDING'S SWEEP IN THE THIRD 
LEG of the 2006 San Mig Coffee-Petron Blaze 
Cup Philippine Touring Car Championships 
recently put him in strong contention for the 
Group 3 crown. 

Bouncing back from a series of car problems in 
the past races, Maningding jumped to fourth 
place overall with 46 points, just seven points be- 
hind pace Pacho Blanco who amassed 53 points. 

Also a strong contender in the slalom series, 
Maningding hopes to become the first driver in 


recent history to win the tile in wo different mo- 
torsporss disciplines, 

“Nothing sure but we'l ry” said Maningding. 
"But for now, we have to focus on things we have 
to do to fortify our tide chances in both slalom. 
and touring cars” 

Maningding is being backed by Explorer Mo- 
torspons, Cocoy Alberto Racing, College of St, 
Catherine, Subie Montessori, Aim High Trans- 
port, Autocirui,Allinos Catering and CSS Im- 
age Design. 


psa 
th 


ULY Maningding surges ahead of his rivals. 


hosted the SEAG last December. 

“The remaining P20 milion, according to the 
PSC, was incurred for the food and allowances of 
‘more than 5,000 volunteers in the major hubs of 
the Games that include Metro Manila, Subic, Ba- 
colod City and Cebu City. 

Philsocis also reportedly being dogged by the 
firm which primed the SEA Games Daily and the 
staff of its official website. 

But Garcia said they will tackle first the rans- 
pon firms and meet with their heads. The firms 

VIP cars, vans, buses and trucks during 
the week-long SEA Games. 

He added that the PSC will ask the Pagcor to 
help them defray the expenses on top of the, 
monthly subsidy they get from the National: 
Sports Development Fund. 


Zhuhai crash 
continues to 
haunt Tyson 


ASIAN FORMULA 
three star Tyson Sy's 
harrowing crash in the 
last round of the series 
last month at the 
Zhuhai International 
Circuit in China con- 


Aside from coughing E N 4 
up nearly P2 milion, Buccs 
not P1 milion as earlier TYSON Sy 
reported, to rebuild his Dallara 304 nearly 
smashed to pieces when he slammed into 
Speedtech Asia teammate Gaby dela Merceds 
stalled car, Sy will have to shell out an additional 
$2,000 as fine for 'disregarding the double yellow 
fiag” in effect during lap 8 ofthe 12-lap race. 

“The same fine has been slapped on Briton Dil- 
Jon Baristini of JA Motorsports whose blocking 
‘maneuver on Sy in that fateful lap of Round 5 
forced the 18-year-old Filipino to swerve to his 
right onto Dela Merced car that had stalled in 
front of the grandstand a lap earlier. 

“The Hong Kong Automobile Association, one 
of the bodies that has jurisdiction over the race, 
had initally wanted to fine the two $5,000 each 
and their points eamed in the race-12 for Sy 
(third) and 15 for Batistni(second)-be excluded 
from the standings. 

“The two, however, appealed to the Automo- 
bile Association of rhe Philippines, the body sanc- 
tioning the AF3 races, and got a reprieve. 

Jun Espino, a member of the committee on 
moror spons of the AAR yesterday said the two, 
were fined for “disregarding the double yellow’ 
fiag during the race because of unsafe racing con- 
dicions. 

“The reprieve on the points eamed during 
Round 5 means Sy will go into Round 6 with his 
seriesJeading 87 points and 21-point lead over 
Bastin intact. The Briton, meanwhile, contin- 
ues to enjoy a four-point lead over Filipino Dado 
Pena of Team Goddard and Irishman Ali Jackson 
of Aran Racing who are tied for third and four 
places with S2 points each, 

Sy left for Zhuhai yesterdny, shelving plans to 
delay his depareure, to enable himn to test his re- 
built racing machine on Thursday and Friday 
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Spring Oil-Parafiaque shoots for finals slot vs Pagadian 


PAGADIAN CITY—SPRING COOKING 
Oil-Parañaque shoots for the second fi- 
nals berth when it faces expansion Paga- 
dian today in Game 2 of their best-of 
three series in the 2006 Guerrero 
Brandy-NBC national basketball champi- 
onship at the city gym here. 

‘The Cooking Oil Masters of NBC presi- 


Parafiaque Vice Mayor Anjo Yllana are 
the slight favorites in the 6 p.m. contest. 

TÉ Spring-Parafiaque repeats its 82-75 
victory over Mayor Sammy Co's Explor- 
ers in Game 1, it would arrange a crown 
showdown with last year’s winner Oza- 
miz Cotta, 

Mayor Reynaldo Parojinog’s Cotta 


by winning Game 2, 81-70, last Monday 
for a sweep of Batang Tagaytay in the 
other crossover semis. 

‘This is the first time in three years that 
the Cooking Oil Masters have gone this 
far in the toumey sponsored by Panason- 
ic, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring Miner- 
al Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Regent 


Prime Channel. 

“Pagadian is the league's second-best 
team in the classification round based on 
its wineloss record” said Spring- 
Parafiaque coach Yong Garcia. "It is capa- 
ble of coming back. We have to be ready 
for that.” 

PBL veterans Larry Rodriguez and 


the Cooking Oil Masters’ bid. 

‘The Explorers are leaning on ex-pros 
Peter Naron, Bong Marata and Michael 
Orquillas and PBL veteran Lou Gatum- 
bato. 

“We lost control of the game in the 
end,” said Pagadian coach Seguno 
“Bong” dela Cruz. "The boys need to stay 


dent Nathaniel “Tac” Padila and Shrinecagers clinched the firstfinals slot Foods, Firefly Lightings, Molten and 


RP bows out ; y 
of Jones Cup o 


A PHILIPPINE TEAM CAMPAIGNING AS 
SMC-Pilipinas bowed out of the William 
Jones Cup yesterday, dropping a 91-86 deci- 
Sion to Kazakhstan at the Taipei Physical Edu- 
cation College Gymnasium. 

‘With their fourth loss in five outings, the 
Nationals blew their bid for final four spotin 
the eight-team tournament, 

“The hastily formed RP squad ended a 
three-game slide by beating Australia two 
days ago and faced a must-win situation in its 
last three games. 

‘Down by three points in the closing sec- 
fonds, SMC Pllipinas set up shooter Dondon 
Hontiveros for a wide-open three-open shot 
that rimmed out. 

“We all crashed the boards and Kazakhstan 
got a breakaway layup after they got the re- 
Bound,” said national coach Chot Reyes. 

"T can't say enough about our players. 
‘Three of our four losses have been five points 
or les, and all came down to the final posses- 
sion. We could've easily been 4-1. But such is 
basketball. What's important is we're invest- 
ing in our future. And it looks bright with the 
25 and under guys we have on this team.” 

‘The Nationals take on the Athletes in Ac- 
tion ofthe United States next 


Petron Visayas 
taekwondo up 


CEBU CITY—THE BEST TAEKWONDO JINS 
in the Visayan region will take center stage on 
July 16 when they compete in the 2006 
Petron Visayas taekwondo championships at 
the Gebu Doctors gym here. 

‘According to Philippine Taekwondo associ- 
ation president Robert N. Aventajado, the 
event gives the sport's practitioners in the re- 
gion the chance to show their skills. 

No less than 500 jins from PTA-affiliared 
chapters, schools and branches throughout 
the Visayan region are expected to compete in 
the following divisions: senior men and wom- 
en, junior men and women, mid-junior men 
and women, and grade school boys and girls. 

“The tournament is part of PTAS grassroots 


Marvin Ortiguerra are expected to lead focused tomorrow. 


~ Lions mangle 
_ Stags; Altas 
clip Bombers 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


YESTERDAY'S HEAVY DOWNPOUR PROVIDED A PERFECT BACK- 
drop for San Beda’s cold-blooded massacre of San Sebastian, 


The Red Lions held crowd as the 6foot 
the Stags to only five Nigerian grabbed 23 re- 
points in the first quar- bounds on top of seven 
terand went on to score points, five blocks, 
a 71-52 rout for their three assists and one 
fourth straight win in steal 
the NCAA basketball Earle, the Light 
toumament at the Ni- | Bombers routed the Al- 
noy Aquino Stadium. talettes, 109.93, to post 
San Beda tied Philip- their third win in four 
pine Christan for sec- games while handing 
Gnd with a 4-1 record behind un- their victims their fourth straight 
beaten defending champion Leran loss. The Red Cubs-Staglets cash 
(240). SsCfellt02-4 ‘was reset for tomorow. 
Khiel Misa unloaded 31 points Serend Game (Srs) 
and Korean rookie Lee Sang- PERPETUAL 78—Hs 31, Kong 15, Baw- 
myeon completed a three-point zon 14, Le 8,Man7 Monin 2. Facho 1, 
play in the final minuce as Per- Reyes 0. Penwrbns 0, Manalang 0, Liz 0. 
petual averted an endgame melt- IRU 7?—Wison 12, Pradas 12, Nocom 
Gown to nip Jose Rizal Universi- 12 Oedcaria 12, Cagoro 12, Sena 9, Hayes 
ty, 78-77, in the other seniors  3,Buao3,Feneguto 2. Caspo 0. 
match. The Altas broke a three- Quarta: 2517. 4¢31 6787, 7877. 
game skid for a 2-3 record while Third Game Sr) 
the Bombers fell to their fourth SAN BEDA 71—sgoy 13, Alara 
straight oss. pies 13, Gains 9, Menor 8, Ee 7, 
‘Tee's three-point play boosted Terson, soba 4 Hemi Tapas 
the Akasto a 78-75 lead afer JRU SAN SEBASTIAN S2—eott 14, Bu 
had closed in at 75-76 behind John van 8, Ain 7, Vray 6, Raymundo S. Dot- 
Wilson, Jayson Nocom and Mark gato §, Balestsos 4, Lindaa 3, Juan 0, 
Pradas inthe last two minutes. Sagad 0, Nar, De Leon 0, Ampatuan 0 
‘Samuel Ekwe also delighted the Quarters 185,37-2 51427182 


WBM poll: Pacquiao new pound for pound No. 1 , 


‘GAMES 
TOMORROW (Ninoy 
Aquino Stadium) 
12nn—San Beda vs 
San Sebastian (rs) 
2pm—Mapua ws 
‘SL Benilde (srs)4 
pm—POU vs Le- 
tran (sls) 


SAMUEL Ekwe (right) of San Beda attempts to put up a shot against Jason Ballesteros of San 
Sebastian in yesterday's game. AAAS 


we 


program,” stresses Aventajado, who is also 
chair of the Philippine Olympic Committee. 

‘The Visayas championships will be fea- 
tured by Taekwondo TY, which is hosted by 
Monsour del Rosario and John Paul Lizardo 
every Sunday 9:30 to 10 am over RPN9. 

‘The opening ceremony is set at 9 am. 

‘Martial ans enthusiasts and other sports buffs 
are invited to watch the event which is supported 
by Perron, Accel and the Philippine Sports Com- 


MANNY PACQUIAO RECEIVED YET AN- 
‘other accolade after being named by the World 
Boxing Media (WBM) as the new No. 1 pound- 
for-pound fighter in the world. 

Pacquiao, who is coming off a vietory over 
‘Mexican Oscar “Chololo” Larios here at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum, replaced Floyd Mayweather 
at the top of the prestigious list, the Tigerbox- 
ing com reported 

‘Voting among the members of the world me- 


ia is usually done in secrecy, thus Tigerbox- 
ing.com speculated that Pacquiao's rise to the 
top was aided by that victory over Larios and his 
10th-round stoppage of Mexican ring icon Erik 
Morales early this year. 

Pacquiao has another scheduled fight against 
Morales—zhe third installment of their wel-fol- 
lowed rivalry—in Las Vegas in November. 

Trailing Pacquiao in the pound-for-pound list 
are some of the most notable names in boxing 


these days, including the second-ranked May- 
weather. 

Winky Wright ranked third in the poll despite 
his draw with Jermain Taylor. The mid- 
dieweight champ, on the other hand, rose from 
sothto fourth. 

Bemard Hopkins made it to the mythical list 
at No. 10 after dominating Antonio Tarver in 
their last bout. The inactive Kostya Tszyu, 
meanwhile, slipped out ofthe top 10. 


PACQUIAO 


‘mission chaired by William "Butch" Ramirez. 


Ateneo de Naga 
fellowship golf 


‘THE ATENEO DE NAGA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS '81 
is hosting a fellowship go! tournament on Sept. 1 
atthe Camp Aguinaido Gof Club in Quezon City. 
“ee-off time is at 11 am. More than 100 golfers, 
Inciuding batch members and other Ateneo alum- 
ni, friends and supporters are expected to Join the 
avent which is part ofthe activity bulldup for the 
Grand Ateneo Homecoming on Deo. 30 at the Ate- 
neo de Naga campus. Proceeds will be used to 
provide scholarship grants to deserving Bcolanos 
and support other AdeNU HS ‘81 projects. Call 
Maj. Carvantes at 911-60-01, local 8663 or 6204, 
0920-9520297, or the event organizer, Team Ven- 
tures, at (02) 400-9748) (02) 522-5953. 


Reyes scores breakthrough win in karting Srortswarcn 


FRANCO REYES TOOK HIS FIRST 
victory of the season in the Mini Rok 
category during the fourth leg of the 
‘Shell Super Karting Series held on Ju- 
ly 7 at the Boomland Kart-Trak in 
Pasay City 
‘The 10-year-old Reyes, a Grade 
4 student at the Ateneo de Manila 
and is coached by former karting 
great Elson Carpio, started 
race from last place and then 
‘worked his way up into second at 
stance of the 22-lap com 


from the end to seize the lead, whi 
he held onto until the checkered fi 
Third place went to Joey Orduña. 
"ie was a hard-earned victory ,” 
said Reyes, driving for Jet Racing and 
Sponsored by Industria Productions 
and Informermedia. "I didn't do well 
in qualifying because I had problems 
with grip in the rain, that's why 1 
stared from the back of the grid. 
Reyes will see action in the next leg 
of the series, which is scheduled on 
‘Aug. 12 and 13 at the Enchanted 
Kingdom, He also has his sights on 
je next leg of the Asian Karting Open 
Championship which will be held in 
Indonesia next month. 


ich Defense & Arms Show up 
PHILIPPINE NATIONAL SHOOTING ASSOCIATION 
{PNSAY head coach Orando Marquez wil conducta. 
Seminar tied: “Womenin Olympics Shooting Evens” 
atthe 2006 Detense & Sporting Ams Show Part I, 
Starting today at the Megatrade Hal ot SM Megamall 
8, Ortigas Center, Mandaiwong Cty. The seminaris 
ireo ot erage to show visitors and wl be held on July 
‘Sand 16, rom 1230pm o 2pm. The PNSAIS@ 
founding member aithe PNlippine Olympie Commit- 
tee an is recognized by the Intemational Shooting 
Spot Federaton (SSF) 


Fastest Win stakes P.5M 

A GUARANTEED PRIZE OF PS00.000 WILL BE DIS- 
‘puted inthe Super Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan at 
Son Juan Colseom on Juy 22. The SIC management 
Pegged the ety fee at P1,100. Each winner wili geta 
Bonus of P1,000. The fastest win champion wi get the 
top prze ot P75,000: Lewiso, the iest 10 winners wit 
Tece a mountain ie; ast 10 winners, mountain 
bike: Sowest wn, P10,000 and washing machine and 
second slowest win. P5000 and TV. Maan, the 
no entry fee cockfights of SIC resume on Saturday. 


Express derby at Las Piñas 
MORE THAN SO NON-STOP FIGHTS WILL SPICE 
up the Express 2-cock derby. a new derby forma, at 
Las Piñas Coliseum beginning at 7 tonight. Accord- 
ing to coliseum manager Alex Tobias, a paricipant 
can feia two or tres entries since only two game- 
birds aro needed per entry. Entry fee is only P3300. 
Tonight's hosts are Munding Ecanal, Bernie Salva 
and Jhezi Farms. The annual Las Pinas 6-stag darby 
wil ba held on Aug. 24 and 26, wth former Mayor 
Nene Agua as host. Screening of stags, 8-10 
montns oid, wil start on Aug 1- Soreening 1s set Sat- 
days and Sundays, trom 1-5 p.m. Cl 873-1040 
an0 874-3810. 


Espiritu cagefest set July 30 
SEVEN TEAMS HAVE BEEN INVITED TO JOIN the 
40Th Danny Espiritu Cup basketball tournament 
which unwraps on July 30. These are HSBC- 
HOP Alabang, Home Cagers, Makau Stars, Las 
Piñas College Blue Lions, Osmena Al Stars, 
Batang Tagaytay and Pangasinan Hundred Is- 
lands, Other intrested team may cal basketball 
talant manager Danny Espiritu at 09178456944 
or Romeo Borromeo at 09217396558. 


Biding his time, Reyes trailed Renz 
Pascoguin for along time before mak- 
ing a heart-stopping move four laps REYES: Heart-stopping move 


June 21-23, 2006 r 


TMS Ship Agencies, < 


Villanueva rules Hiso-Baras bike race 


FORMER TRADE TEAM RIDER OR- 
fy Villanueva ruled the 2nd RP Hiso 
Cycling Cup “Bike Rush in Baras” 
which started and finished in front 
ofthe Baras Municipal Hall in Rizal 
‘over the weekend. The 25-year-old 
native ot San Leonardo, Nueva Eci- 
broke away inthe last phase of 
the 7-laps criterion race toout- 
sprint rivals Sherwin Giamsay of 
Tarlac and provincemate Jay To- 
lentino en route to the titie. Vi- 
lanueva snatched the title from de- 
fending champion Victor Espiritu 
aiso a former Trade Team mainstay 
‘and Marlboro Tour titlist. "Malakas 
‘ang kalaban, nakatulong dinang 
buhos ng ulan at patag na ruta, 
buti na lang nakakalas ako sa last 


ap,” said Vilanueva, whose best 
Seeking nthe twe- iilometer round 
tap wan minetas 30 Seconds. The 
face was organized by Chicago- 
Pasas sports patron Polly so and 
Narra Oyelog ub ofa Bet 
tna Rosie ang nosted by Baras 
Mayar Wile Roles. Vilanveve 
Dockled ne P7.000 op prize and a 
Seton jersey while Giamsey and 
‘elon rected 5.00 
roesoy and blue jersey. respec" 
fiey. fom iso Sports Manage 
mont Hisn, a former national ey- 
{dot ana eylng team manager 
(208), goa Vitanueva to vain 
farder ana promised to back Vik- 
"Srueva in Ms ti to compete Inan 
ternational avent nthe US, 

ga Boeg san on a 
CHAMPIONS: Members of the TMS Ship Agencies Inc. pose after running away with the R 1 o ey 
ros: Meo rer aE and Feld Open in Palayan City, Nueva Ecja. — P Oyna, Bids Tee 
‘Among those shown were coach Jeoffrey Chua, Ralph Waldy Soguilon, Albert Salcedo, Arnold ‘BY TOP CHOICE G pees 
Vitarcbe, Henry Dagil, AngeloDalsay Romel Donesa, Alex Gabito and Rene Herrera. SEE mom yeaah ea ta 
Other team members are Sheena Atilano, Mercedita Manipol, Grace Milgar, Phoebe Que, pasakoma net, 
Dea tamtao and Charlene Pagayon. Sportsman-businessman Terry Capistrano is president of eee eet leat 
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CLEVELAND—LEBRON JAMES AGREED 
early Wednesday to a three-year contract 
extension with the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
keeping the All-Star forward withthe 
‘dub through at least the 

=, , 2009-10 season, 


Ni Tecra includes 
<i mpi would a 


tract, which James is yet to sign, will take effect 
after the 2006.07 season. 

"I knew all along—and 1 had always 
said—that I wanted to stay here in Cleveland, so 
its a terrific day for me and my family to actually 
make it official,” James said in an interview on 
the team’s website. "Now I can continue to con- 
centrate on basketball and helping bring a cham- 


JAMES: I believe in the direction this organization is headed. 


eae Jow James to extend the 
deal one season, the Cava- 


liers reported on their website. The con- 


pionship to Cleveland.” 
Financial terms weren't revealed. 
Although the 21-year-old James announced 


Lippi, Klinsmann resign 


Champion coach cites scandal; German burned out 


ROME—ITALY COACH 
Marcello Lippi resigned 
Wednesday, three days af- 
ter guiding the Azzurri to 
their fourth World Cup ti- 
tle. 


‘The resignation came at the heels of 
German coach Juergen Klinsmann's deci- 
sion not to extend his contract with the 
national team. 

Despite widespread calls for him to 
stay, Lippi suggested weeks ago that he 
‘would resign, He feels he and his son, Da- 
vide, were attacked personally in the cor- 
ruption scandal tainting the domestic 


1. 

"At the end of an extraordinary profes- 
sional and human experience, experi- 
enced asthe head of an exceptional group 
of players, I believe my role is over as the 
guide of the Italian national team," Lippi 
said ina statement. 

While he is not under investigation, 
Lippi was questioned by prosecutors be- 
fore the World Cup about alleged pressure 
he received to select certain players for 
Iralys national team. Davide Lippi is un- 
der investigation for his work at player 
agency GEA World 

Italian soccer federation vice president 
Giancarlo Abete said Lippi had told him 
during the round-oF 16 stage that he in- 


ABRUNED-out Juergen Klinsmann will go on a six-month vacation. 


tended to quit regardless of his team’s per- 


formance. 


TIn a statement, Abete praised Lippi for 
his "extraordinary professionalism and his 


ability leading the team.” 


In Frankfurt, Germany, Klinsmann 
stepped down and handed the reins ofthe 


‘ational squad to Joachim Loew. 


Klinsmann told reporters he was leav- 


eres 


ing to spend more time with his Califor- 
nia-based family. 

" feel bumed out,” said Klinsmann, 
adding that he would take a six-month va- 
cation. Loew, 46, had been Klinsmann's 
assistant for the past two years. 

“I regret his decision, but we have to ac- 
cept it Gerhard Mayer Vorfelder, co-presi- 
dent ofthe German soccer federation said. 


Mountains beckon Tour riders, 
could unveil Lance successor 


DAX, FRANCE—NOW FOR THE HARD 
par. 

Having survived fast and dangerous 
racing on the flat, Tour de France riders 
veer Wednesday into the Pyrenees for 
their first encounter with the high 
mountains. 

“The step, Jong, hard climbs should 
help separate out true contenders to 
succeed seven-time winner Lance Arm- 
strong from those who cant make the 
gradient, offering a litle clarity toa race 
devoid of any standout favorie so far: 

“The spotlight will move away from 
sprint specialists like Oscar Freire, win- 
ner of Tuesdays pancake-lat stage nine. 
Lithe climbers and riders eyeing the 
overall title, who need to get over the 
thumps well they are to win in Parison 
July 23, will move tothe fore. 


Freire, a three-time former world 
champion, flashed past current world 
champion Tom Boonen and held off a 
late-surging Robbie McEwen of Aus- 
tralia to triumph in a grouped sprint fin- 
ish Tuesday at Dax in southwest France. 
The 169.5-klometer (105-mile) ride 
started in Bordeaux. 

‘The win was the Spaniard’s second of 
this Tour—consolation for missing the 
expected birth of his first chd in com- 
ing days. 

“is better to be here winning, while 
not being at home, than being here 10s- 
ing,” hesaid. 

Contenders for the overall title did 
what they nearly always do in fiat 
stages—stay safely out of the sprinters’ 
way: The gap between race leader Ser- 
hiy Honchar of Ukraine and next best 


overall Floyd Landis ofthe United States 
remained unchanged at 1 minute. 

‘American Levi Leipheimers bad Tour 
‘got worse, He suffered a tire problem in 
the final stretch that cost him 26 seconds, 
to add to the large deficit he built up in 
the first long time trial last weekend, He 
is now 6:43 behind Honchas, which 
could rule him out ofthe title race. 

Landis said riding consistently in the 
mountains would be key. 

“All of the mountain stages ean be po- 
tentially disastrous if you have a bad 
day" he said. 

“That comment came at a news con- 
ference Monday when he announced 
that he is racing with a painful arthritic 
hip that will need to be replaced after 
the three-week Tour, clouding his long 
term career prospects, 


, But why? 
| over oo PERCENT OF GERMANS 
poled, Including some of his worst rcs, 
wanted Juergen Kinsman to stay. But the 
third-placed coach backed out saying he | 
feels bumed out Reuters, though ists sx 
| posse reasons for the decision: 1. Kins- 
‘mann was always unpredictable and uncon- 
‘enol during his playing career —he al- 
‘ost never stayed anywhere for morethan | 
wo years and left some clubs, iko Totten- 
ham Hotspur, afer just one season to move 
|e 2 He'e close tois amiy and herbs 
"is anonymous We in Caloris; 3. The DFB 
‘otten clashed with Kinsman durig his 
wo years in charge, chalenging his deci- 
sions, denying several sta! requests and 
Piring some executive personnel he op- 
posed: 4. Kinsman faced constant sec- 
‘ond guessing and crticism of his Caloria 
home base and tactis trom newspapers; 5. 
He knows twill be hard to duplicate the 
Success he has had in taking Germany to 
the World Cup seminais and; 6. Kinsrmann 
los not ned the money. Reviers 
Earlier, the mass-circulation Bild news- 
paper and the Sueddeursche Zeitung re 
ported in their Wednesday editions that 
Klinsmann will not extend his contract, 
which ended with the World Cup. 
Klinsmann's rejuvenated team went be- 
yond expectations by finishing third, after 
losing to eventual champ Italy 2-0 in 
the semifinals. AP 


WORLD RECORD 
Lu Xiang (front) of China sets word record past Dominique Arnold of the US nthe 

‘men's 110-metre raceat the IAAF Super Grand Prix athletics meeting in Lausanne. Inset 
Shows the official time of Liu’s record, 12.88 seconds, beating the old maric of 12.91. neurens | 


Saturday that he had agreed to an extension with 
the Cavs, the deal couldn't be finalized uni 
Wednesday, when the NBAs moratorium on free 
agency ended. 

‘The deal is a huge relief for a team that has 
risen into contention in James’ three seasons and 
fans who were worried the superstar might leave 
Cleveland. 

“if didi believe in this team and this organiza- 
tion and the direction that we're headed, wouldnt 
have signed theextension;"Jamessaid, AP 


Giants rout 
Bulls, take 
3-1 series 

lead 


than a meter away from the are with a second 
left before the break, as the Giants made it 66-34 
atthe half. 

Yap tossed in 23 points, including eight 
straight markers when the Bulls pulled within 
85-72 in the fourth, while Pingris had 18 points 
and 14 rebounds, nine of them offensive boards, 

“Well defintely go for it next game,” said Gre- 
Zorio. "The mind set is to always think that it 
‘would be the last game that we'll be playing.” 

Limpot, who has yet to taste a championship 
tite in his 15-year career, posted a season-high 
19 points while Roger Yap added 12. 

Down 1-3, the Bulls will have to pull off a ca- 
per only one team in league history has 
achieved. 

Ginebra came back from a1-3 deficit in a best- 
ofseven series to stun Shell and capture the 
1991 First Conference crown. 

Bur it will take a week before the Bulls could do 
anything to redeem themselves. The Finals takea 
one-week respite and resume on July 19. 

The sears: 

PUREFOODS 99=Yap J. 23, Umpot 19, Pingris 18, Yap R. 
12, Yea B, Raymundo B, Bangla 4, Artadi 3, Castillo 3, SI- 
mon 0. Gambon O, Cammaso 0. 

RED BULL 81— Villanueva 25, Pens 13, Robinson 10, 
Frac 9, Bugia 8, Tugade 7, Bop 5, Hrabak 2, Valen 
2, Njorda 0, Cruz 0. 

‘Quarters: 3211, 56, 823,9981. 


From page a21 


Maroons target 2-0 start vs Bulldogs; Tigers take on Falcons 


GAMES TODAY (Rial Memoria Coliseum) 
2pim—UP vs NU (Srs) 
4 pm—Adamson vs UST (Srs) 


MINUTES AFTER WINNING HIS OPEN- 
ing game in the UAAP men’s basketball 
tournament, returning University of the 
Philippines coach Joe Lipa certainly 
Jooked proud. 

Playing beyond expectations, Lipa's UP 
‘Maroons hardly seemed like a team with 


nine new faces. 

“(The rookies are) confident because 1 
Know they're big winners and theyre ably 
supported by the veterans,” said Lipa as his 
young squad vies for a 20 lead at 2 p.m. to- 
day at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum, 

“The Maroons escaped with a 94-92 ti 
uumph over the Sto. Tomas Tigers, who will 
sgn for their first win versus the Adamson 
Falcons at4 pam. 

Veteran playmaker Marvin Cruz bailed 


‘out the Maroons by buying a short jumper 
with only three-tenths of a second remain- 
ing 

But not many expected the Maroons to 
get a quick boost from freshmen Migs de 
‘Asis and Martin Reyes, the two recruits 
from 2005 UAAP juniors champion De La 
Salle Zobel 

"The 5-foot:11 De Asis fired 18 of his 20 
poins from beyond the are, including two- 
‘chunch triples in the final rwo minutes. 


Reyes also proved to be a deadly shooter, 
as the 6-foor:-1 swingman scored all of his 
12 points from the three-point lane. 

While the Maroons’ campaign looks 
promising, the UST Tigers just faced a big 
blow in their bid. 

Veteran guard Jemal Vizcarra suffered a 
pulled hamstring and would be sidelined in 
the Tigers’ next few games. 

But rookie coach Pido Jarencio said his 
deep bench could easily make up for the ab- 


sence of one of his team's top scorers. 

“Ifsomeone comes in or someone leaves, 
we're okay” said Jarencio. “We're not wor- 
ried, We're always thinking positive.” 

Jarencio added his Tigers failed to dis- 
play their potential in ther first loss versus 
the Maroons. 

“That wasn’t our game,” said Jarencio. 
“We were out of focus. Maybe because this 
is a new team in terms of system. We stil 
need osettledown.” Jasmine W. Payo 


“WG TUE FASTEST may a LET YOUR SUV! 


Crer: Select 


Take home your very own SUV for less than a 
There's no offer for the CR-V better than this 


million pesos! 
Hurry to your nearest Honda dealer today! 


MT P999,000 
AT P1,050,000 
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Swanie joins 
the Puruntongs® 


Two queens and aking should a hit series & 
make, but the director is on pins and needles 
By Bayani San Diego Jr. (1973-1990) and beloved comedy clas- 


sic, John & Marsha.” 
T3 PURUN- Dolphy and the late Nida Blanca had 


portrayed John and Marsha Puruntong, and the late FPJ's 
tongs are back; ih Maricel as daughter Shiley and true Inday. 

ọ Rolly Quizon as son Rolly. moros manun 
he didnt mean DeLeon acknowledged “a certain 


thos she de fa- amount of we.” But they're not n 7 5 
ten fo ait A r naoin (CARE DECORATING SAUSAGE MARING) 


Marsha.” 

AT 191 SHAW BLVD., PASIG ZEB TEL. NOS 671-4498 . 671-4472 - 671-4489 
st as 48 hours before the fs aping Wil Dolphy who wilnowplayawid- | semonarranon-arupey gemeynon meruoo, aii counars an ron BONNER a HO AEONNER 
day for the new ABS- y ite tea daaa ba AROS ONIN ACL COURSES FEES RELUSNE OF WONEDIENTS 


ee eres scustcicboner thr? (eee oe — 
deisen pindade p, ds Won De Leon ed Sylvia - Gala G a 
sex Entertainment on Monday. Poleeinin dele aame d Graduate : Full Course at Thal Cooking School, Oriental Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand: 
Hae theca Enertainment, owned by Woche | SidedtedcaSing sdoaettonnns SR 
edicto, w! 0 Stadio ae Seog ee ere sermon EARN xy 
s ed by Comedy King Dolphy and created conga! ote Masha ERNEST REYNOSO GALA as ( 


movie queens Susan Roces and Maricel 
‘Ie will be my first time to direct all 
three," said De Leon, obviously daunted 


De Leon pointed out that Susan's 
character, Encamacion or the “En” in the 
title, was part of the story from the star. 


na x Eole anz escorncn ranis anz noten nance > palea, 

iee Hemel: Wien wewerscsing tie | CRAQUATE Eott Cenorne TaTTISENIE, reve ceacx PUREE EAEN Etsy 
DOLPHY arrives for Cece coin Shiney” isa spin. = We drew around lots ofnames. But 1 Ra caararat hal cooing earan Oona Tests ACERS 
the ptary codons e ee eee sue 3 x 
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‘Sanitizing’ films against US laws ee ee ee 


SALT LAKE CITY—SANITIZING Matsch ordered the companies As many as 90 stores nation- | | Seams" cucage Sem pi Costing Steeda: Barpo 
movies Cr DVD or VHS tapeviolates named in the su, including Clean- wide—about half of them in | | Susedsectncm terseun aetra Romanin nn a 
Seen ee ASIS m 


federal copyright laws, and several Flicks, Play It Clean Video and Utah—purchase movies from 
companies that scrub films must CleanFilms, to stop “producing, CleanFlicks, Lines said. Ieis unclear | aut ‘4 


companies that seb fims must Cleans stag? and set fow the silg may effect those | seoSkaumin Pareana ant ME SOrtE OAS Bouck evan MARE Howey oceans 


aood, studios, an appeals judge „ing edited movies. The businesses stores. Pec OSIN SOCS merle M HANE, [PERME SOMAD W MEAT FLUNG E LESSORS. r 
ruled’ also must tum over their inventory ‘The controversy began in 1998 |MOE,,GREOUTE y ARAME, PRED MUSTIGA, FSH BEAD, SOUS, MORES EL oom 
Editing movies to' delete objec to the movie studios-within five when the owners of Sunrise Family | [Est Pains & arees De nove: MADSIENAG STEMD UPALU. COURE CHOCOLATE. URGE 
fotionable language, sex and violence days ofthe rulini” Video began deleting scenes from | (Moso eurae Pison “sui 2s rue tso- adopu- oeucIous TOPPED BAAK E ONT BARSE, $| 
is an “illegitimate business” that m o “Tanie that showed a naked Kate | [au aa pms tao aterm RESTAURANT © SPECIALTIES © ou Grrenet ENDS OE WELSON 
hurts Hollywood studios and dire- Disappointed Winslet. OCULAR, JAPANESE DISHES, T: ROASTED. MAGNOLIA CHICKEN -W CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKES. MACA- 


ERNEST 
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mHE- 


tors who own the movie rights, said “Were disappointed,” Clean- The scrubbing caused an uproar | [IENOERON STEMG” wi © BE PEPPER STEAK SAUCE MONTEREY BERF DAMA NUT COWES, 
US District Judge Richard P Matsch Flicks_chief executive Ray Lines in Hollywood, resulting in several 
in a decision released Thursday in said. "This is atypical case of David lawsuits and countersuits 


Phere 
aces wk Scum DREN MAN’ CHEESE: HIGHLANDS W BABY POTATOES. THE YUMMEST 
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when Susan's name 
cropped up, we all got 
excited. Indeed, why 
not aim for the 
moon?” 

ABSCBN and KB 
then initiated talks 
with Susan, through 
her representative Do- 
lor Guevarra. 

“The first thing she 
asked for was the 
script,” De Leon said. 
“That time, we didn’t 
have one ready, so I 
sent my sequence 
treatment.” A few 
days later, Susan sent 
word that she was 
terested. “This all hap- 
pened in a matter of 
days,” said De Leon. 


Questions 

“She liked the role,” 
Guevara confirmed 
with gunen. 

“Then, Susan asked 
for a formal meeting 
with De Leon and 
company “We had 
dinner with her,” he 
recalled. “She asked 
many questions” 

He said he assured 
Susan—Swanie in 
show biz cirdes—that 
Encamacion was not 
an updated version of 
Johns meddiesome 
motherinlaw, Doña 
Delilah, immortalized 
by comic Dely Atay- 
Aayan. 

“I explained to her 
that her character is 
offbeat—something 
to look forward to,” 
DeLeon said. 

“Champoy” gradu- 
ate Noel Trinidad is 
cast as Swanie's hus- 
band; Vandolph, as 
Dolphys youngest son 
Atong 

Was it a rumored 
hefty talent fee then 
that convinced the 
1960s movie queen? 

De Leon was non- 
committal. “I'm in- 
volved only in the cre- 
arive aspect” 


Reunion 

Guevarra, when 
asked, laughed hearti- 
ly and said, “I don't 
know ... Susan said 
she's looking forward 
to working with Dol- 
phy again. One of her 
fist big movies, 
‘Boksingera Daw 
(1956) also starred 
Dolphy” 

De Leon revealed 
that, for him, working 
with the Comedy King 
isa dream come nue. 

Dolphy’s old sit- 
com, “Home Along da 
Riles" on ABS-CBN 
had nn directly 
against the Vie Sono 
show directed by De 
Leon, “Daddy Di Do 
Du,” onGMA7. 

Does this mean that 
“ohn En Shirley” will 
go head-to-head with 
“Daddy”? 

DeLeon clarified: "I 
purposefully request- 
ed that we avoid that. 
Tm not affiliated with 
any network. Ws just 
that my two shows 
CEat Bulaga” and 
“Daddy") are now 
aired by GMA 7. In the 
past, I did ‘Eat’ (on 
GMA 7) at the same 
time as ‘The Sharon 
Cuneta Show’ (on 
ABS-CBN). As a free- 
Tancer, 1 ean always go 
network-hopping.” 
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Creative casting enhances ‘Happy’ film’s prospects 


JOEY REYES’ “I WANNA BE HAPPY" HAS 
‘several good things going for it, not the least 
of which is creative casting. In fact, the pro- 
duction is a good example for how canny cast- 
ing can enhance a movie's appeal to viewers. 
‘As we see it, the fiim is “family-friendly” be- 
cause iis "wane generational” casting makes it 
easier for different age groups to relate to it. 
‘While the movie is about the breakup of the 
‘50-year-old marriage of the characters played 
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Nakakatawa. Nakakaiyak. 
Katulad ng Tunay na Buhay! 


ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR! 


by Gloria Romero and Eddie Garcia, younger 
viewers can also empathize with its plot and 
characters because it includes the effect of the 
central conflict on the couple's children and 


's offspring are played by Cherry 
Pie Picache, Joey Marquez and Diana Zubiri. 
They tum out to be an engagingly varied trio, 
with Cherry Pie taking care of the dramatics, 
Joey adding spice, and Diana throwing ina litle 
sizzle for good measure. 

Playing Cherry Pie and Diana's respective 
partners are Christian Vasquez and Alfred Var- 
gas. The grandchildren are portrayed by Ter- 
ence Baylon, Jason Abalos, Dion Ignacio, 
Alvin Uytingco and Michelle Madrigal 

For added comedic zing, Lou Veloso plays 
Eddie's randy friend, Keanna Reeves comes on 
sexy and kooky as the GRO who shares Eddie's 
bed for a while, and Marissa Delgado elicits 
more laughs as Gloria's bosom buddy. 

This infusion of comedic performers ener- 
sizes the production in a special way, and ac- 
‘counts for most of the belly laughs that its light- 
hearted scenes generates. 

Eddie and Gloria aren't slackers in the come- 
dy department, either, and they work well with 
the movie's supporting comedians to generate 
some more over-the-top moments that provide 
a deft counterpoint to the serious scenes. 

In this regard, Joey, Keanna and Marissa 
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come on strongest. It's interesting to note the 
variety in their acting styles: Joey plays it 
grouchy and long-suffering, Marissa isan all 
out kook, while Keanna banks on “accidental,” 
mali-mali humor. 

Which is not to say that the movie doesn't 
have its less giddy and more substantial mo- 
ments—but, after all is said and done, it's the 
movie's “Happy” factor that holds sway. 

The film's more mature actors come on so 
strongly that the starlets playing the grandchil- 
dren turn in relatively skittish and colorless per- 
formances. 

But they still serve a purpose, because they 
expand the repercussions of the central conflict, 
and could interest younger viewers in watching 
this fim about life, love, marriage and fidelity. 


Feedback 

From Paul R. Mortel of Marikina City: "I ac- 
cept your challenge to speak up as a viewer 
whose voice should be heard by the TV people 
concemed. After all, viewers like me are the rea- 
sons for the TV networks’ existence. 

“I agree with another one of your readers 
who complained that there is too much over- 
loading of commercials in top-rating TV pro- 
grams today. 

“Ifyou are matiyaga, you can count from 11 to 
14 commercials being aired per commercial gap, 
exclusive of program plugs. (To be concluded) 
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producer 
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rn From Richard Merk 
1230330830930 


(merkmedi- 
aine@gmail.com): 
‘Thank you for 
your review of the 
Manhattan Transfer 
concert review and 
for publishing my 
photograph as front- 
act artist. I'd like to 
clarify your com- 
ments regarding the 
uneven sound quality 
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during the show. 

Tt is unfortunate 
that while the sound 
was perfect during 
the Manhattan 
Transfers portion, 
the producers did not 
ensure that Toti 
Fuentes and myself 
would get the same 
sound quality during 
ours. This practice 
should be rectified 
for the sake of local 
artists who will open 
foreign acts in the fu- 
ture. 

Also, during my 
last song, a female 
voice kept interrupt- 
ing— obviously a sys- 
tems failure, but the 
blame was put on cel- 
lular phone users in 
the audience. 

Tt was clearly neg- 
ligence on the part of 
the technician on 
board and the pro- 
duction team, and 
not the [fault] of the 
Big Dome manage- 
ment. 1 have relayed 
this sentiment to the 
producers, who 
should take responsi- 
E bility 
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DURING A PRESS CONFERENCE, 
Bert de Leon, who will direct ABS 
CBN's forthcoming comedy series 
‘John En Shirley,” had one thing to 
say about rival station GMA 7's top 
variety show, which he is also cur- 
rently directing: “Nothing can beat 
‘Bat Bulaga.” 

Kapamilya execs' jaws dropped. 

We say: De Leon has earned his 
stripes; he can say whatever he 
wants. 


Notold 

‘Are we saying he's old? Of course 
not 

in the words of a stunned Sharon 
Cuneta: "Direk, may sæde: A 
monyo ka yara (have ou 
signed a pact with 
the devil)? You YE RusES 
so young!” > 

A A 
Sige, ‘Day 

Marissa Flores—GMA 7's senior 
vp for News & Public Affairs—te- 
counts an exchange with Annabell 
Rama, who was upset about the sta- 
tion's reporting on her [Rama's] 
family’s tex problems 

“I said 1 understood how she felt, 
but I also asked her to understand 
where we were coming from as jour- 
naiss” 

Rama's reply, according to za 
yas shon, sweet and swift "Sige, 
Day” 


Okay, Pidol? 

Zsazsa Padilla on her Zsa Zsa 
Zaturmnah costume: “Its so ‘80s, 
so Madonna. Tanga (chymes Ô 
with mangga) kung tangal” VAAN 

How does Pidol feel about is 
his? 

t a nbinting retort "Mey ff A 
billboard ako sa Edsa, no?” a 


igaya's next project 

Tigaya Salonga says her next “pro- 
jects to see that her little grand- 
‘child Nic—Lea’s firstborn— h 
first years of schooling in the Philip- 
pines, The first was to have her deliv- 
Ered here, then christened here (last 
Sunday). Even just a few years of ba- 
Sic Catholic education would com- 
| plete a solid character foundation, as 


‘OUR vote for Best Male Performer i 
a Female Role on GMA 7's "Fantastic 
56” anniversary show on Sunday 

goes to Kempee de Leon, scos.torow 


P 


EAT 


WHO IS Robert Chien taking 
snapshots of? Find out on Friday, in 


Stars Living. anne 


faras this lla is concerned. 


Jolie's next 
‘Speaking of projects (and charac- 


, Reuters re- 
ports that the actress, who just gave 
birth to her love child with actor 
Brad Pitt, will supply the voice of Ti- 
rtial- 

helps train the title charact 

Panda, played by Jack Black, in the 
ways of kung fu. The animated com- 
edy hits theaters in May 2008. 


Can'twait 

MILAN, Italy—Rolling Stones gui- 
tarist Keith Richards said Monday he 
has recovered completely from a 

injury suffered in a fall. 

“I can't wait to get back on the 

stage,” Richards, 62, said in his first 
it rom a tree 

April 27 while vacationing in 
forcing the band to postpone a Euro- 
pean rour. 

Richards also confirmed his rolein 
e third installment of the "Pirates 
f the Caribbean” series, saying he'd 
be filming for a week or so in 
September. Richards is to have a 
cameo role as the father of the flam- 
boyant Captain Jack Sparrow, played 
by Johnny Depp. 

“Now I know why (Depp) paid for 
all those lunches,” Richards dead- 
panned. 


Gay-porn past 

SANTA MONICA, 
November 2001, M 
was oblivious to the fact that th 
man he hired to produce a charity 
recording to benefit victims of the 
Sept. 11 terror attacks had bes 
producer of gay pornogra 
movies, the singer's former lawyer 
testified. 

Zia Modabber said he broke the 
news to Jackson about F Mare Schaf- 
fets background and met with th 
popstar in the 
show him a video oi 
inga gay pom scene. 

‘Schaffel claims t 
owes him $1.6 million. 
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‘Pirates’ 


still fun 


but it’s too long : 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


“PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 
Dead Man's Chest,” like its biock- 
buster predecessor “Curse of the 
Black Pearl,” is generally enter- 
taining, but it’s too long. 

We see extra-lengthy combat 
sequences and prolonged jok 
that tend to meander and fil 
gaps between big but 
hasty character moments. 
But that pretty much sums 
up the first movie, too, 
which, except for Johnny Depp's 
brilliant swishy pirate Jack Spar- 
row, is aby-the-numbers popcom 
flick. 

Self-contained 
There's a general feeling of 
but the intoxica- 
tion later proves fleeting, as one 
‘would be hard pressed to remem- 
ber the details of the first film's 
key moments, epiphanies and so 
on. 

This sequel doesnt really give a 
lengthy recap of the past, but its 
self-contained enough to be under- 
stood by those who missed the first 
movie. The thee charac- 
ters—Jack, Elizabeth (Keira 
Knightley), and Wil (Orlando 
Bloom)—are reunited in a series of 
sea-faring adventures that seem to 
beget more mini sea quests and 
endless troubles. In this install 
ment, opposition comes in the 
form of monster-prates led by the 
ocopusfaced Davy Jones (Bil 
Nighy) and his giant “weapon,” the 
Kraken, Will, conveniently, discov- 
ers his long-lost dad (Stellan Skars- 
gard) among Jones’ cursed crew 
mates. Elizabeth, meanwhile, does 
prey standard action heroine 
stuff, but becomes integral to 
Jacks transformation from amoral 
adventurer to hero later on. 

“Dead Man's Chest” is once 
again directed by Gore Verbinski, 
‘who, despite his apparent liking for 
decompression, does okay in cram- 


MARKET 


wh 


ming everything in. It gets a litle 
exhausting, eventually, as non-stop 
shifts from one crazy locale to an- 
other muddle the characters’ ob- 
Jectives from time to time, We dont» 
really care anymore where they're 
going and what they're looking for.. 
atsome point, butwe don't get sea- 
sick because of trusty oP Jack 
Sparrow. Depp as Jack hasnt" 
gotten old yet, and the ride 

is made bearable, thanks- 


REVIEW “to his adeptness in physi- 


cal humor and extreme fa- 
cial expressions, We're con- 

stantly reminded that this is pra 
cally his playground. k 

While we see more of the same. 
as far as the summer extravaganza’ 
formula is concemed, a welcome 
change is the range of special ef- 
fects. The Kraken creature here is 
closer to established mythology 
than the amphibious beast of the 
same name in “Clash ofthe Titans, 
in that it has giant tentacles that 
can easily crumple proud battle- 
ships. Just as impressive are 
Nighy’s similarly realistic monsteř 
face and those of his marine; 

emed funkies. The costumes 
and prosthetics impressively 
merge sea elements like corals, 
shells, crustaceans and fish parts- 
with the ensorcelled humans that 
sail the Flying Dutchman ship. 


Unsinkable 

‘The Pirates” franchise looks un- 
sinkable at this point, as this sec- 
ond part massively sets up the third. 
movie, "At World's End,” slated for 
a 2007 release. Yes, "Dead Man's 
hese" ends in a nice cliffhanger. 
that imaxes in the seeming 
demise of one of the pirates who, 
fingers crossed, will be resurrected 
in grand fashion in the next movie. 
Ob, there's a short scene after the 
end credits that isn't that important 
as, say, the one after the "X-Men 3" 
credits, but irs just pointlessly cute. 
How apt—the ‘Pirates’ movies are 
supposed to be light and refresh: 
ingly silly Theyre just too long. 
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MARK HERRAS AND JENNYLYN MERCADO Payback time 
rekindle their “eternal love” in Regal Me jè Fi 
tainment’s “Eternity” Even if they Bave split yar uae Oua i ins Mite to ge 
upas sess, it special bond ie something back to show biz, Says the dashing 
a os where Tested sees br mia govemor, “Show biz put food on our table and 
peis lave a special pl y b sent ts to good schools. I'm returning the favor” 
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waa ucBpaot iener DOLY Sumer 
“a Onscreen chemistry oe 
fi 4 ie ddia Dii Dolly Ann s4 thing that wasn't meant $. 
! he love team of iza Calzado Caryajal bey Marksays 
i P and Dingdong Dantes, They C472Q/A ar M ene 
We would hve made a benufl wita is dad, he inss, "Hindi 


siya ang parating nasusunod. He also listens to 


"Our love team works; why ruin it by geting Watt Save to siy Welang baras miliar sa bah 
entangled?” asks ta, who's happy with her Us. Wott fave sosa} Walang bonas milar aa bahay 


based boyfriend. “The long distance setup is 
ech ET an Dismissed 
Guat fom myanigr Alina Lopez Mon: 

tetano. “Or ot 

M ANE ‘nal case of physical in- 
7 E araoe 
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Meryll Streep with 
their impeccable act- 
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| Prion ii Flimsy excuses 
ET WORLD: 891 9999 Bay Tickets ` Somebody close to 
Naneta Cemer, © 3 Jeremy Marquez 
3 i called me up about an 
item on Jennylyn Mer- 
cado in my previous 
column, “Why is she 
denying that she keeps 
texting Jeremy? All 
her fimsy excuses only 
prove that she's hiding 
something” 
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one full tank of ira Unleaded 


US firm Mirant to sell RP 


Sam Value of power 
facilities placed at $3B 


By Abigail L. Ho and Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


ONLINE BROKER CitisecOnline.com listed its shares on the Philippine Stock Exchange yesterday. 
From an offer price of PI 36 a share, it rose 23.5 percent to clase at PI.68, At the ceremonial 


ringing ofthe bell to start the day 


‘trading at the Tektite trading floor are (from left}: CitisecOnline 


president Conrado Bate and chair Edward K. Lee, PSE president Francis Lim, SEC Commissioner 
Ma, Juanita Cueto and CitisecOnline vice chair Alexander Yu. (See story on Page B4,) 


Policy banning 


port monopoly 


reviewed; ICTSI eyes N. Harbor 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


‘THE COUNTRY’S PREMIERE SEAPORT FOR 
international and domestic shipping may 
soon be managed by a single firm after ports 
regulators announced a major review of a pol- 
icy meant to preventa port monopoly. 

if current trends continue, both the Manila 
North and South Harbors may end up being 
operated by International Container Terminal 
Services Inc. (ICTSI), the country’s largest 
private port operator. 

In a briefing the other day, Philippine Ports 
Authority general manager Oscar M. Sevilla dis- 
dosed that his agency submitted last week its 


recommendation to the National Economic and 
evelopment Authority (Neda) that the policy 
against a single terminal operator be lifted. 

He said the business environment 
prompted regulators to put in place anti 
‘monopoly rules no longer today 

"Actually the reasons that existed before, 
like why the single operator was not tenable 
at that time, was because there was no con 
petition,” he said. “Today, we have that [con 
petition} already” 

He said the operations of Pier 15 we 
rect competition with the operations of the North 
Harbor which is dedicated to domestic passen- 

= PPA BA 


ATLANTA-BASED MIRANT CORR HAS DECIDED 
to sell its Philippine subsidiary Mirant Philippines 
Corp., the country’s biggest and highly profitable 
independent power producer. 


power firm will 
ing its Carribean bust 

ness unit as part of plans to fe 
on its home business as wel as to 
hareholder value fol 
ergence from Chap- 
11 bankruptey protection just 

ary. 

lanned sales will result 
ses being report 
ed as ‘discontinued operations’ 
third quarter of 
expected to 
company 


2006. The sales 
by mid-2007, 
“As Mirant generates cash from 
these sales, it pl continue 
returning cash to its shareholders 
while maximizing the value of its 
operating loss carryfor- 
wards,” it added. 
Mirant Philippines owns and 
operates the 1,200-megawat 
(MW) Sual and the 735-MW Pag 
bilao coal-fired power plants in 


© Online broker's 


Pangasinan and Quezon, respec- 
tively. 

Italso holds a 20-percent stake 
in the 1,200-MW lijan gas-fired 
power plant in Batar 

Tes net ownership interest in 
those three generating facilities 
come up to 2,203 MW. 

Asal ant’s plants in the 
sccounts for 
mes overall 

cash flow—would be the last ma- 
jor auction of power assets by a 
US utility in the region. 

The Philippine asset, estimated 
by some with an enterprise value 
of nearly $3 billion, is set to gen- 
erate strong investor interest be- 
cause of the lucrative long-term 
power purchase agreements it 
holds, banking sources said. 

Even before Mirant made its 
decision on the sale, investment 
banks have started touting the 

MIRANTI82 
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(See stock market report on Page B4) 


Stocks end lower 


SHARES FELL YESTERDAY AS INVESTORS 


took profits after the market's recent gair 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
the decline 

The benchmark 30-company Philippi 
Stock Exchange Index fell 11.54 points, 
0.5 percent, to 2,251.68, after rising 0.2 
cent Tuesday. 

“Coming from a low of 2,049.95 on Ji 
28, we're now up by close to 9 percent 
given that, the market was bound to cons 

stock 
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until achieved. 


The new BMW 520 Diesel. 21.07 kilometers per liter. 


+ The advantage of a refined BMW Diesel. 


204 delere 


* The soul of a sports car. + ‘The comfort of a luxury sedan. 
The BMW 520d offers'the di 
equipment evel typical of the BM 


0 to 10 comfort and 


‘cluded Department of Ene 5 Series. 


anih makes tthe mast fu 


ay Fuel E 


‘The new BMW 5 Series. Executive Arrival. 


anona BMW Tit Eg ob, Use La») SU a ca * Pr ay sc 
ani Mas BMN AG Asoc con en Cl 0 GDI Fa PA) TOMASS Pir CC Seon Oa! ge P 


Fs 19 85 Peformance A BAW Magne Si ow Bags Ca yA) 21651* FRAZIER? 


H.. 

Foreign investors 
seen focusing 

on economic gains 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


OFFSHORE INVESTORS ARE 
starting to focus on the country’s 
economic gains while shrugging 
off sporadic political noises, the 
country’s investor relations offi- 
tersaid. 

Renato Pizarro; executive di- 
rector for investor relations at 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 
said investors who were distract- 
ed by recurring politicking in the 
country were taking a closer look 
at the country’s bright poten- 
tials, 

“They know that the country’s 
sound macroeconomic funda- 
mentals haven't changed despite 
high oil prices and global interest 
rate uncertainties. They are start- 
ing to delink political noise from 
good fundamentals,” he said in 
an interview. 

From year to date, the peso has 
swung back to being a net gainer 
against the dollar on expectations 
that the US Federal Reserve's 
two-year monetary tightening cy- 
cle would soon end. 

Pizarro said it would be eru- 
cial for the government’ fiscal 
managers to sustain recent 
progress in view of the chal- 
lenges brought out by the com- 
ing election year. 

Tf the government were to 
meet the P125-billion budget 
deficit cap, he said that would be 
a factor that could prompt global 
rating agencies to raise their 
credit-rating outlook on the 
country. 

“There are other factors like 
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* Do you need loans for working 
capital and business expansion ? 
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need to he restructured 7 
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the elections next year and they 
willsee as to what extent that will 
affect the fiscal momentum,” 
Pizarro said. 

‘The best route would be for the 
government to be able to follow 
up fiscal gains with further re- 
forms such as the fiscal incentives 
rationalization program and the 
SNITS, he said. 

“FF ali those work, that will be 
favorable to the fiscal momentum 
and that could offset some of the 
risks associated with an election 
year," Pizarro said. 

He said the market was closely 
watching whether the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, the govern- 
ments main revenue collection 
agency, could deliver on its tar- 
gets. 

“You need another six months 
of favorable fiscal performance,” 
hesaid. 

A team from US-based 
Moody's Investor Service is set to 
visit the Philippine this Decem- 
ber and that from London-based 
Fitch Ratings, in January or 
February. 

An International Monetary 
Pund team has urged the Philip- 
pines to sustain fiscal gains by 
pursuing more high-quality re- 
forms and avoiding “pro-cyclical” 
policies or heavy spending during 
the good times. 

It proposed that the govem- 
ment enhance the revenue sys- 
tem even after the value-added 
tax reform by broadening the tax 
base, including a meaningful ra- 
tionalization of income tax incen- 
tives. 
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The umpire writes back 


AN EXECUTIVE FROM THE LOPEZ GROUP 
‘wrote us on that column regarding the Lopez 
group's recent media blitz for its claim of 
‘ownership of Equitable PCI Bank. 


a i te CA E AE AES 
CBN, in tum controlled by the Lopez group. 

Even appearing in the media blitz were the 
patriarchs of the group, namely Manolo 
Lopez (Meralco) and Oscar Lopez (First Hold- 
ings and Benpres). 

Following is the letter from Cesar Gomez, 
an umpire, este, a vice president of First 
Philippine Holdings Corp. for corporate com- 
‘munications: 

“Your June 27 column contained factual er- 
rorsas follows: 

“1 First Philippine Holdings Corp. (FPHC) 
filed a complaint-in-intervention in Civil Case 
No. 35 before the Sandiganbayan on Dec. 28, 
1988, and not ‘after 20 years since the family 
‘came back from exile in the United States” 

“As stated in the complaint-in-intervention, 
PHC assets that ownership of said shares 
could not have been lawfully transferred be- 
cause FPHCS rightful owners were then in ex- 
ile, their business illegally taken over through 
the use and abuse of power, pressure, threats 
and intimidation during the Marcos regime. 

“in 1996, the Supreme Court upheld the 
right of FPHC to intervene in the sequestra- 
tion proceedings on the PCIBank shares held 
by Trans Middle East (Phils.) Equities Inc. 
(TMEPED, since there was no final determi- 
nation of rue ownership. 

“When recent news items included reports 
that in October 2005, Mr. Martin Romualdez 
withdrew about P138 million from dividends 
and profit sharing of the shares in question, 
which shares were held in escrow pursuant to- 
an order of the Sandiganbayan, FPHC caused 
the filing of an urgent motion before the 
Sandiganbayan to require EPCIB to explain 
the reported release of dividends of the shares 
held in escrow and if indeed there was a with- 
drawal/s, to require the retum of the 


US firm Mirant to sell RP unit 


portfolios from late last year to potential in- 
terested parties around Asia. 

Mirant Philippines last year contributed 
$370 million in adjusted earnings before in- 
terest, taxes, depreciation and amortization 
(Ebitda) to its paren firm. 

‘Just minutes after getting wind of Mi- 
rant’s plan to sell its assets in the Philip- 
pines, the top players in Philippine busi- 
ness-Metrobank’s George TY, the old rich 
‘Ayalas and Aboitizes, and Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co.'s Manuel V. Pangili- 
nan--have expressed strong interest in what 
is being touted as the powerhouse deal of 
the century. 

“Ie a rare chance to buy in one shot an en- 
ergy platform of 2,203-MW power plants as- 
sembled over three administrations in the 
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“2) The Lopez family was among the thou- 
sands of direct victims of the Marcos regime, 
and ‘their pre-martial law businesses’ were 
taken over forcibly and without just compen- 
sation. Any purported sale agreements were 
only executed under grave duress. 

3) The Lopez group does not owe EPCIB at 
least P6 billion.” 

So there, ladies and gentlemen, that’s the 
leter from the corporate communications 
vice president, spoken like a true lawyer. 


This litle story on a business venture 
among “friends” perhaps can serve as a warn- 
ingtousall. 

It started when our insurance playboy invit- 
ed three “friends” to venture into a business 
lated to transport, suggesting that he, as the 
proponent, would own 40 percent, and each of 
the three friends” would get 20 percent. 

‘Two of the friends were Chinese-Filipinos, 
and judging from the family name (starts 
with “V° of the third partner, he is pure Fil- 
ipino. 

When the incorporation papers were final- 
ly done, the handsome son-of-his-father in- 
surance fellow somehow twisted the arm of 
one of the “friends” to agree to own only 8 


nt. 

What happened to the remaining 12 per- 
cent? Well, the proponent got it, thus bringing 
his total holdings to 52 percent. 

‘That was how he took majority control of 
the business in which the investments of the 
“friends” ran to tens of millions. It was not, 
even tothe rich “friends,” a joking amount. 

As far as the friends could recall, the cor- 
poration never had a board meeting. The 


power-hungry Philippine marke 
foyo economic adviser and Albay Rep. Joey 
Salceda. 

The deep-pocketed Filipino buyers are ex- 
pected to find stiff competition from overseas 
such as the AIG group, One Energy (50-50 
Joint venture between Hong Kong's CLP Hold- 
ings Led. and Japan's Mitsubishi Corp.), Mit- 
subishi Corp., China Light and Power, Korea 
Electric Power, Tokyo Electric and Kyushu 
Electric. 

Salceda said the divestment of Mirant has 
sent a rush of excitement in the Philippine en- 
ergy sector as the interested buyers not only 
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playboy proponent was running the busi- 
ness all by himself, 

‘After only a few years, the playboy finally 
called for a board meeting, in which he uncer- 
emoniously demanded the “partners” put 
in... well, “additional capit 

‘The capital call did not come as a surprise 
to the others, actually, because they already 
knew what happened to their initial invest- 
ments. 

Even before the company could make its 
first sale, the capital was gone. The playboy 
used millions upon millions to put up a build- 
ing, supposedly for the use of the business re- 
lated to transportation. 

All was fine. A building was still a hard as- 
set, after all. Real estate normally does not 
lose value dramatically. If anything, the part- 
ners figured out, the value of building would 
even appreciate. Their investment was safe. 

Not really! It turned out that the handsome 
leader of the pack put up the building on a 
piece of land, the ownership of which was be- 
ing claimed by his girlfriend, possibly the “No. 
2" atthat time. 

But that was not all, because part of the 
deal with the girlfriend was that ownership of 
the building, the one partly financed by the 
“friends,” would be transferred to—who 
else—the girlfriend after 15 years, 

Despite such an arrangement, the business 
related to transport paid for the lease of the 
property, which was (in the words of one of 
the “friends") an “unconscionable amount.” 

‘And finally here is the cherry: Somebody 
else is claiming ownership of the property. 
Guess who—the girlfriend's in-laws! 

‘The in-laws filed a case, which went all the 
way to the Supreme Court, over the property 
on which the “business related to transporta- 
tion” erected a building, almost wiping out its 
entire capital. 

Question is, what happened to the “friend- 
ship" of the four partners. Well, le’s just say 
that 1 don't suppose that the other three 
duped partners stil fervently pray for long life 
forthe playboy. 


From page BI 


wanted Mirant’s existing assets but were also 
keen to take advantage of new opportunities 
in the country. 

Reacting to the announcement, Energy 
Secretary Raphael Lotilla said it was “not en- 
tirely unexpected, given the financial condi- 
tion of Mirant Philippines’ mother company 
inthe US.” 

He said the government just had to ensure 
that the buyer or buyers of Mirants assets 
would be qualified to perform its obligations 
to National Power Corp. with regard to the 
IPP contracts attached to the assets to be 
placed on the auction block. 

“Government 
notes that operations 
in these plants re- 
main profitable and 
foresee keen interest 
among investors. 
Higher expected eco- 
nomic growth sup- 
ported by rising for- 
eign direct invest- 
ments demonstrates 
that investor confi- 
dence remains intact 
and will help sustain 
the profitability of 
these plants," Locilla 
said in a separate 
statement yesterday. 

He added that giv- 
en Mirant Philip- 
pines’ asset size, 
more “financially sta- 
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You will benefit tremendously from this encounter with Dr. 
Rick Warren as his message will allow you to act. He will 
challenge us to reach further in life and make a difference 
in this world. His insight will bring new revelation and 
opportunity to us for the future. 
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PICPA Building, 700 Shaw Boulevard 
Mandaluyong City 
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NOTICE OF MEETING 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
To ALL PICPA Members: 
Even our relationships will be empowered. There is a cost 
to growing but it will cost more not to grow! You will 
definitely leave the Forum changed, and with a new zeal 
in your soul; ready to impact your world. You have been 
blessed to be a blessing to others. 


In accordance with the provisions of Article XUI, Section 1 and 3 of the By- 
Laws of the Philippine Institute of Certified Public Accountants, notice is hereby given 
that the Annual Membership Meeting will be on Friday, July 21, 2006 at 1:00 pm at the 
Grand Ballroom, Hotel Intercontinental, Makati City. 
otar oN r Anem N 

T NERE FORI. AGENDA 
Call to Order 
Proof of Publication of Notice of Meeting 
Certification as to Presence of Quorum 
Reading and Approval of Minuies of Previous Meeting 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
Report ofthe President 
Report of the Treasurer 
New Business 
Determination ofthe place of the next 
Adjournment 


Sg 


Call 751-1149 to 52 now 
for the Early Bird Rates! 
Fax to the 

MAP Secretariat via 


751-1154 


4 Dr. Warren's wife, MS. KAY WARREN, Author, Teacher nd Co-founder 
4) at Sosteteck Chuch ond Acis of Mery, will speak before MAP on 24 y 
f 1 2008. Monday, 12.00 Noon, Grand Balroom, Hoe itr-Contnentat Mania. Har opie 
| wilbe "HOW TO BE JOYFUL NO MATTER WHAT" (Political crisis, 
Economic crisis, Family crisis, Personal crisis... 


1 will attend the ( } July 25 Dinner Forum ( ) July 24 Lunch Forum 


nual meeting 


Name: 
Position: 
Company: 
Address: 
Tol: 
Celi. 


Signature: 


We urge all members to attend the Annual Membership Meeting. For members 
who cannot be present in person, please accomplish and retum to us the general proxy 
form. The general proxy form can be downloaded from the PICPA website 
www picpa.com.ph or can be obtained from the PICPA National and Chapter Offices. 


(duet t. A Om 
Amel F. de Jesus 
National Secretary 
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` High cement 
prices traced 
to cartels 


By Ronne! W. Domingo 


A GROUP OF CEMENT MAKERS YES- 
terday said prices of basic building ma- 
terials like cement were high in certain 
areas of the country because of collu- 
sion among some dealers. 

Ernesto M. Ordoñez, president of the 
Cement Manufacturers Association of 
the Philippines, “aid manufacturers have 
not increased their prices in the last five 
months and that they were in fact ab- 
sorbing part of increased costs incurred 
during that period. 

But retail prices have gone up in some 
areas because a number of dealers have 
banded together to control the selling 
prices of cement. 

He cited the case in Benguet where ce- 
ment was being sold at P195 for a 40- 
Kilogram bag, much higher than the sug- 
gested price of P175. 

He said Cemap had coordinated with 
the Department of Trade and Industry 
fon the matter and that efforts had ied to 
the arrest of four people. 

“After the arrests, prices of cement set- 
ted at the suggested price, which indi- 
cares (collusion) among dealers to set 
prices,” Ordoñez said. 

Cemap had been under fire due to 
what its critics say were abnormally high 
prices of materials such as cement at a 
time of excess production capacity. 

Ordoñez said manufacturers last in- 
creased their prices by 5-9 percent in 
January due partiy to the rise in the val- 
ue added tax. 
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BUSINESS 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


LEGEND INTERNATIONAL RESORTS LTD. 
chief executive officer Khoo Boo Boon is not 
leaving his post without a fight. 

“Tm a director of a company in the Philip- 
pines. If 1 allow an execution of a foreign or- 
der, Iwill be personally held criminally liable 
(under Philippine laws),” Khoo told reporters 
on the sidelines of CitisecOnline.Com’s public 
listing at the Philippine Stock Exchange yes- 
terday. 

Khoo was reacting to the order handed 
down by a Hong Kong court, which put the 
Hong Kong-based LIRL under liquidation and 
directed services firm Alvarez & Marsal to 
take over the company’s management. 

Khoo denied allegations that he had mis- 
managed the company to the point that it was 
no longer able to settle debts and remit rev- 
enues tothe government. 

‘Alvarez & Marsal director Martin Yupang- 
co, who was tasked to rake over the day to day 
‘operations of the company, meanwhile said in 
a statement that the company was running 
the risk of having its operations deteriorate 
even further if no management changes were 
made. 

“The business is not sustainable in its pre- 
sent situation. Without a casino license, the 
business won't survive. It has to be managed 
properly, marketed property and [it has to 
have] good relations with Pagcor (Philippine 
‘Amusement and Gaming Corp.) and SBMA 
(Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority),” Yu- 


angco said. 


Camiguin: Tourism, ‘lanzones’ 


TWAS ON THE ISLAND OF CAMIGUIN LAST 
week for the Sth Mindanao Human Resource 
Skills Forum, which was attended by over 300 
technical vocational schools administrators / 
‘owners and the key people in all the Technical 
Education Skills Development Authority (Tes- 
da)offices in Mindanao. 

‘Governor Pedro “Loloy” Romualdo, who is 
a great supporter of this sector, honored us 
with his presence during the closing cere- 
monies together with Tesda Deputy Director 
General Santiago Yabut. 

“The governor proudly spoke of this island 
paradise and its White Island, Mantigue Is- 
land, Katibawasan Falls, Sto. Nino Cold 
Spring, and the world famous voleano crater 
of Mt. Hibok Hibok. 

‘This island also played host to the Queen 
‘of Spain a few months ago. The Spanish gov- 
ernment is now seriously looking into the 
possibility of putting up wind mills in 
Camiguin can be a major source of cheap 
power and energy. Also, windmills will be a 
great tourist attraction. I think this will soon 
Come true because a Spanish technical eam 
was in Camiguin last week to talk with the 
governor. 

Lanzones is one of the trademark of this is- 
land, and I was told that its sweetness was 
due to the combination of volcanic soil and 
weather in the area. It is a seasonal fruit. 
With the current technology, I wonder if it is 
possible to grow lanzones all throughout the 
year, 

‘Atotal 176,370 tourist visited the island in 
2005, of which 171,827 were local tourists, 
4,162 foreign tourists and 381 balikbayans. 
Visitors from the United States, Japan and Ko- 
rea comprised the bulk of the foreign tourists. 
Most of the local investments in the tourism 
sector were owned by locals who married for 
eigners. 

“The local government is now embarking on 
what it calls corporate tourism. 

The development of the tourism sector will 
be led by the private sector and the govem- 
ment will just provide the infrastructure sup- 
port. Attractive incentives will be given to in- 
vestors and the cost of doing business in the 
island will be minimal. There will be very lit- 
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tle or no bureaucracy that normally confronts 
investors in the course of doing business. 

‘Through the years, the island province has 
been showing economic developments with 
trade and investments pouring in, particular- 
ly im the services sector. The services sector 
‘was a major contributor in the island's invest- 
ments growth in 2005. 

‘The value of trade and investments record- 
ed by the Department of Trade and Industry 
rose by 38.21 percent to P340 million in 2004 
from P246 million in 2003. However, no new 
SEC-registered investment in Camiguin was 
noted during the period. 

‘The province's agriculture sector also 
showed increase production rates in 2004. 
Palay production increased by 15.38 percent 
‘while the rest of Northern Mindanao reported 
a slight decline. This was attributed to the in- 
creased utilization of hybrid seeds. For the 
fourth quarter of 2004, Region 10 had a sup- 
ply of 157,476 MT of com as against demand 
of 27,730.03 MT, or aa surplus of 129,745.97 
MT 

Region 10 exports in 2004 amounted to 
US$459 million, an increase of 25 percent 
from $ 368 million in 2003. However, 
CCamiguin’s share is lowest at 0.02 percent, 
the more reason that Camiguin should focus 
‘on tourism as its economic driver. 

Camiguin is one of the most peaceful is- 
lands in the Philippines. About 97 percent 
or 72 out of 74 crimes reported in the area 
in 2004 were solved. There is no indication 
of dissident terrorists or threats to national 
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Legend CEO buck: 
order of HK court 


Boon questions validity of order in RP 


LIRL, the operator of the Legend Hotel and 
Casino in the former US military base, was 
placed under liquidation last June 9. 

“The appointment of a liquidator stems 
from a petition filed last November 3, 2004 by 
Morgan Stanley Emerging Markets Inc., 2 
creditor of LIRL, to liquidate or sell the assets 
Of LIRL for its failure to pay its debis. 

Morgan Stanley claimed in its petition be- 
fore the Hong Kong court (the equivalent of 
the Philippines’ Court of Appeals) that LIRL 
owes it and another investment firm, Avenue 
Capital, roughly $120 million. 

LIRL owes another P365 milion to Pag- 
cor, which ordered LIRL to close its casino 
‘operations two months ago over the unpaid 
bills. Lawyer Conrado Dar Santos, counsel 
for the liquidators, said that under Hong 
Kong law, the high court can place financial- 
ly distressed companies under liquidation 
and appoint liquidators to rehabilitate ail- 
ing firms. 

Tension rose on Monday when Khoo re- 
fused to recognize his successors. His men 
even drove the group of Kelvin Flynn, manag- 
ing director of Alvarez & Marsal, out of the 
hotel's lobby. 

Flynn added that he had visited the Subic 
property on Monday but was blocked by Khoo 
from implementing management changes at 
the hotel and Subic properties as part of the 
liquidation proceedings. 

He claimed Khoo had prevented his access 
to the Subic properties—consisting of Legen- 
da Suites, Grand Seasons Hotel and Legend 
Hotel, which houses the casino. 


and windmills 


security noted. 

‘A former sub province of Misamis Oriental, 
it became independent upon the issuance of 
RANo. 4669 on June 18, 1966. It is a pearl- 
shaped island, which has an area of about 
238.63 square kilometers. 

Xis the smallest province in Region 10 rep- 
resenting 1.7 percent of the total land area of 
Northem Mindanao (1,401.891 hectares). 
‘The province is composed of five municipali- 
ties and 58 barangays. Of the 5 municipali- 
ties, Mambajao accounted for 37 percent of 
the total land area. Guinsiliban had the small- 
est share at 8 percent. Catarman had the sec- 
ond largest share of 22.5 percent followed by 
Mahinog, which is 14 percent. 

‘The island province's economy continues 
to improve over the years as indicated by im- 
provements in its vital economic indicators. 

(Author is an advocate for Mindanao and 
chair of Joji Magan Foundation. Email com- 
‘ments tojojibian2@yahoo.com) 
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‘SAMAR IELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Brgy. Carayman, Calbayog City 
Tel. No. (055) 2008-211 
INVITATION TO BID 
uly 7, 2006 
“The SAMARIELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (SAMELCO I) nowinvites 
sealed bids from eligible bidders forthe folowing: 
‘Supply of labor for the construction of is expansion projects 
Supply and delivery of the various electrical hardwares and 
‘equipment for ine construction, operation and maintenance, 
‘Supply and deliver ele! poles, anchor logs (wood) and crossarms 
Interested eligibie bidders may obtain furhter information and bidding 
ecuments upon payment of nor-relundabe amount of Two Thousand 
Five Hundred Pesos (Php2.500.00) in the address given below from 8:00 
am to 5:00pm (Monday-Friday) 
SAMELCO | Headquarters 
Brgy. Carayman, Calbayog City 
Interested bidders who are not yet accredited must submit the following 
requirements to be eligible for bidding: 
4. Company Profile 
2. List of Clients served 
For purposes of clarification and details of the items due for bidding a 
pre-bid conference wil be held at 10:20 aan. on July 20, 2006 at the 
dares above 
‘ds must be delvered tothe address above on or before 2:00 p.m. 
on uly 21, 2006 accompanied by bidder's bond equivalent to five percent 
{St%) ofthe bid price. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the bidder or 
bidder's representative at the address above at 2:00 p.m. on July 21. 
2006. 
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Lepanto to open 
copper mine 
in Benguet 


AFTER SUSPENDING ITS COPPER OPERA- 
tions for about five years, Lepanto Consoli- 
dated Mining Co. is re-opening its copper 
mine in Mankayan, Benguet Province in view 
of the rising metal prices in the world market, 
Lepanto chair Felipe Yap said. 

Yap said copper prices had surged to a high of 
$3 pound in the intemational market this yest, 
from a low of 70 cents in 2001. The low copper 
prices then made it difcult for the company to 
continue operating the copper mine in 2001, 

‘Yap said Lepanto's copper mine would re- 
start commercial operations by September, 

Lepanto-was incorporated in 1936. It used 
to operate an enargite copper mine until 
1997, when it shifted to gold bullion produc- 
tion through its Victoria Project in Benguet. 

Lepanto operated a copper flotation plant 
from August 2000 to December 2001, when 
copper operations were suspended. 

Lepanto sells its gold bullion production to 
Johnson Matthey and Heraeus Ltd (Hong 
Kong). Its copper concentrates were sold 
through metals trading firms Trafigura Be- 
heer and Centrotrade Minerals and Metals, 
which are based in Switzerland and Canada, 
respectively. Elizabeth L. Sanches 


BancNet ties up 
with China’s CUP 


AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE CONSOR- 
tium BancNet Ine. seeks to draw more tourists 
from mainland China to the Philippines via its 
link-up with China Unionpay (CUP), the only 
payment gateway in emerging Asia's stellar 
economy. 

Inan interview, Angelito Villanueva, BancNet 
chair and director of Metropolitan Bank and 
‘Trust Co, said the interconnection with CUP 
‘would boost tourism in the counuy by giving 
Chinese tourists access to BancNet ATMs. 

BancNet started making available its ATMs 
to CUP cardholders in October last year. Soon, 
BaneNet cardholders would also be able to do 
banking transactions using any CUP terminal 
in China, Villanueva said, 

“Ie a less expensive gateway, with a fee of 
only about $1 (per transaction),” he sai 

‘The Cirrus Maestro gateway charges $3.50 

(P185) per transaction. 
* CUP is the only switch for ATMs and point 
Of sale terminals in China. It has 800 million 
cardholders, more than 80,000 ATMs and 
40,000 POS terminals all over China, 

BancNet, which is celebrating its 16th an- 
niversary, has 4 million active cardholders. 

“The use of ATMs is already moving toward 
maturity but the market is so big. There are 
only 12 million (ATM) cardholders out of a 
population of 85 million,” Villanueva said. 

Doris C. Dumlao 
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3 BUSINESS 
Online broker’s share price 
up sharply on listing day 


Market sees promising growth 
prospects in company’s business 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SHARE PRICE OF ONLINE BROKER CI- 
tisecOnline.Com posted a sharp rise during its 
listing yesterday. 

From its offer price of P1.36 per share, Ci- 
tisecOnline or COL share price rose 23.5 per- 
cent to close at P1.68 per share, which was al- 
soits day-high. Total volume traded yesterday 
was placed at 6,65 million shares, 

CitisecOnline is the second company to be 

listed on the Philippine Stock Exchange this 
year after power producer First Generation 
Corp. 
CitisecOnline president Conrado Bate said 
the company raised P149.6 milion from its 
initial public offering, which made available 
110 million shares at P1.36 per share. 

Local analysts said the growth prospects of 
the broker’ line of business looked promis- 
ing. 

“Online brokering or trading may be a 
growth area if it reaches a critical mass and is 
Cost effective,” an analyst said. 

Another analyst said CitisecOnline offered 
a steep discount to its offer price, luring the 
interest of market players. 

CitisecOnline’s share performance on its 
PO day beat those of larger companies, in- 
cluding First Gen whose stock price ended 
weaker at P45.50 on its listing day. 

"The company is facing a breach of trade- 
mark rights suit, which was filed by American 
financial conglomerate Citigroup Inc. and 
banking unit Citibank N.A. with the Makati 
Regional Trial Court, The court will start hear- 
ing the case today. 


Tn its complaint filed on June 30, Citigroup 
claimed thet the use of the names bearing 
“citi” by CitisecOnline and Citisecurities Ine. 
constituted a breach of trademark rights over 
its registered “Cit!” marks, including 
“citibank,” “eiticard,” “citi 'eitidirect," 
“citifinancial,” “citigroup,” “citiphone” and 
“ctiservice.” 

“We are not taking this case very lightly. We 
are flattered that one of the largest companies 
in the world are going after us. The possible 
downside here is a change in name. Itis not 
huge. There is no risk of us closing down or 
not being able to serve our clients anymore. 
We are confident that we will be able to keep 
our name," Bate said. 

CitisecOnline will use the bulk of the IPO 
proceeds to support new products that it wil 
launch in the next few months and to upgrade 
its online trading technology. CitisecOnline 
has grown its clients to 600 to date. Its aver- 
age monthly trades stood at P154 million in 
the first six months of this year, higher than 
P72 million in 2005. 

Bate said the company has retumed to 
“profit this year and it hoped to remain prof- 
itable in the coming years. 

GitisecOnline plans to offer credit lines to 
small and medium investors that can be used 
for trading under the so called “margin fi- 
nancing.” 

CitisecOnline chair Edward Lee said the 
group was also developing its online trading 
website for the Hong Kong and China markets 
through wholly-owned subsidiary CitisecOn- 
line.Com Hong Kong Ltd., a member of the 
Hong Kong bourse. 


Philippine National 


PETRON chair Nicasio Alcantara (right) hands over a check worth P375 million to 
il Co. president and CEO Eduardo Mafalac (left) while Energy 

Secretary Raphael Lotilla looks on. The amount represents cash dividends paid by 

Petron to PNOC, which holds 3.75 billion Petron shares or 40 percent of the oil firm. 


Finance open to a P10-B cut in BIR ’07 target 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
said it was willing to slash by P10 
billion the Bureau of Intemal 
Revenue's P793-billion collection 
target for 2007 to factor in cer- 
tain adjustments in the imple- 
mentation of the expanded value- 
added tax law. 

Government sources privy to a 
recent meeting of the inter-agen- 
cy Development Budget Coordi- 
nation Committee said the DOF 
was, however, not keen on chang- 


ing the BIR’s revenue target for 
2006 until actual collections in 
the first semester had come in. 
The BIR had actually requested 
the DBOC to lower the revenue 
agency 2007 collection target by 
P24 billion. It also wants the taxes 
collected on govemment securities 
be reported separately since "the 
BIR should neither be penalized nor 
benefited from any shortfall of over- 
performance in the collection of the 
taxes on government securities.” 
The DOR according to the 
sources, was amenable to a mere 


ST. LUKE'S GLOBAL CITY MEDICAL ARTS 
Building Corp., owned largely by one ofthe 
country’s largest hospitals, is planning to 
offer P1.56 billion worth of shares exclu- 
sively to its doctors to raise fresh funds to 
partly finance the construction of a P7-bil- 
lion world-class hospital in Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig City, an official told Inguinen. 

In an interview, St. Luke's Medical Cen- 
ter (SLMC) president Jose Ledesma said 
the St. Luke's medical group would remain 
a non-stock and non-profit corporation, 
clarifying that the share issuance would 
not bea public offering, 

The shares to be issued will give doctors 
the right to occupy medical clinics in the 
new Medical Arts Building in Fort Bonifacio 
that would be built by the SLMC Group. 

‘An application to register these shares 
was filed with the Securities and Exchange 
‘Commission (SEC) yesterday, 

‘The company will use funds from the ex- 
isting hospital in Quezon City to finance 
the bulk ofthe project cost. 

‘The new hospital will have two tow- 
ers—one of which is the proposed Medical 


St. Luke’s unit to offer 
shares to doctors 


‘Ans Building that will house 375 doctors’ 
offices. The second tower is a 14-story hos- 
pital building for patients with 600 beds. 

“The proposed hospital will sit on a 1.6 
hectare lot with a gross floor area of 
154,000 square meters and will be one of 
the biggest hospitals in the metropolis in 
terms of total floor space. 

Construction of the new hospital has yet to 
start after the SLMC Group awards the con- 
struetion to interested bidders this month. Ex- 
cavation on the se, to lay the groundwork for 
the construction, has started early this year: 

Ledesma said the new hospital was ex- 
pected to generate 2,700 new jobs for non- 
medical staff. k will bring in about 1,000 doc- 
tors, partly from St, Luke's in Quezon City; 

Even with the new hospital, St, Luke's 
wili continue to operate its world-class hos- 
pital in Quezon City. 

SLMC in Quezon City is touted as the 
most advanced hospital in the country In 
terms of medical equipment and technology, 
professional expertise, range of services, 
quality of patient care, medical research and 
customerservice. Elizabeth L Sanchez 


P10-billion cut, They said finance 
officials recognized the need to 
scale down the agency's target for 
next year because the 2007 budget 
was based on the projected rev- 
enue collections of BIR for 2006, 
‘wherein P40 billion was projected 
to come from administrative mea- 
sures recently implemented, 

For this year, Revenue Commis- 
sioner Jose Bunag is seeking a cor- 
rection in the reformed VAT pro- 
Jestions. The DOF had projected 
additional revenue of P80 billion 
from the reformed VAT law. 


However, sources said that as 
the 2-percentage-point increase 
in the VAT rate to 12 percent was 
implemented only starting Febru- 
ary instead of January, the pro- 
Jected collection should be re- 
duced to P75 billion, 

But there was an error in split- 
ting the VAT collection task be- 
tween the BIR and the Bureau of 
Customs as the government used 
the 2004 data which showed more 
domestic oil production than im- 
ports, thus requiring a reallocation 
of collections from the BIR to BOC. 


PPA 


ger and cargo shipping. The more recently built 
Harbor Center is also a direct competitor, 

Sevilla indicated that Neda officials have ques- 
tioned the move to allow Manila's major ports be 
run by a single entity, but assured that the threat 
ofa monopoly no longer existed today. 

“The fear of monopoly is gone,” he said, “It 
is no longer applicable now." 

Sevilla said that ICTSI has expressed interest 
in North Harbor’s operations, adding that the 
firm's executive vice president, Edgardo 
Abesamis, has expressed interest in the project, 
especially ifit is found to bea viable business. 

(Officials of Harbor Center, Lorenzo Shipping 
‘corp. and Magsaysay Shipping Lines hve also 
mer with the PPA chief to inquire about the status 
of privatization plans for the por, which Sevila 
said might be completed "within the year” 

Neda's representative to the PPA board had 
indicated that it would take at least 30 days 
for the policy to be decided on. 

‘As an added justification, Sevilla said that 
cutting up North Harbor's operations might 
not make business sense and could spoil its 
privatization. 

“if you will divide North Harbor because of 
the volume, it might not attract bidders,” he 
said, adding that offering the port in its en- 
tirety would give the winning bidder the right 
to develop the entire facility, and give them 
the leeway to develop not only cargo facilities 
but even the terminal that may be used for 
tourism. 
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Country 

United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom 
Hongkong 
Smizorand 
Canada 
‘Singapore 
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Saudi Arabia 
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Pound 


Argentina 
Brat 
Denmark 
India 
Malaysia 
Menco 

Naw Zealand 
South Anica 
Korea 
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Stocks end low 


date,” said AB Capital Securities 
analyst Erwin Balita. 

Balita said he remained cau- 
tiously optimistic over the markets 
prospects, given recent economic 
news, which showed inflation still 
at manageable levels and exports 
‘growing at double-digit rate. 

‘Weighing heavily on the index, 
PLDT lost 0.8 percent at P1,950, in 
step with the 1.7-percent los by the 
companys American Depositary 
Reoeips in New York Tuesday. The 
stock also fell on profit-taking after 
rising during the previous session 
‘on the company’s announcement it 
has completed the acquisition of call 
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‘center operator SPI Technologies. 

‘Other stocks that weighed on 
the market were Bank of the 
Philippine Islands, off 2 percent 
at P48.50, and SM Prime, lower 
by 2.6 percent at P7.60. 

Limiting the market's loss, Ay- 
ala Land gained 2.1 percent at 
P12.25 on 15.65 million shares 
traded, making it the most active- 
ly traded stock, 


Philex Mining ‘A and 


‘each 


rose 1.3 percent to close at P4 and 
P4.05 respectively on higher 
‘world metal prices. 
Declines led gainers 37 to 28, 
while 61 stocks were unchanged. AP 
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PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 
iona a For Soin, 100 Ingo Caty Piona 
PO'B ibe GPO Ta he RS EON ne) For No 140-1575 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID 
NOC. Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-£DO) vias iorested contrac 
Ramtredait be Php Conacis Accemaon oard(PUAG)ardaastad. 

Teas as Cango C È D /1AC Srl Sub-Category B or GanarlEnghastng oi 

jeneral Sung api lor oagionty and fo bd rhe prolec! 
‘CONSTRUCTION OF THE LEYTE GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD (LGPF) 

TPAD 408 AND PAD 407 PIPE TRENCHES 
EDC oaan- 

The Approve Budget ia P4,287.810.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC tund. The 
atveet duravon 18120 clonder days oes 
sepcaton Forms lor Ep ad Bid Dncunis may be secre rom Ne PNOC: 
EB Sith Adminatator Grow (99 NA. Nioniasora) wring duty 13, 2006 
ES Sonnet ol a norrena ef Pesos: Fe Hered Pesos (Prp 0000) 
‘te napacon shel be conducted on July 20, 2006, 10 AM. athe Lyte Gaoharmat 
Sroguebon hold LOPP. For the purpose of caning conan sues a rb 
Exhorence wi be het Gn August 1, 2006, 10:00 AL af PNOC-EDC, 181 Foor 
Buang 8. PNOC EOS, Fort Bartoce, Taguig Ciy. Mato Manta 
poplcalos lor Clg and sesled bids sal bo recived by the PNOC-EDC 
gett Admission Čru at PNOC EDC. tt oor Bag, 5; Fon Bona, Taguig 
Sipe ei an 200 pmo August 18 aston pate 
Spinea mmeceiaythreator 
PNOC - EDG reserves the night o roc any or al bids or paris maraot, 19 waive 
Eny niormolty terein, to abort tne Bading proces, fo acoapt sue bids or fo 
Std any part af Io mork fo any Bidder whose Bid 18 considered most 
Avaningeoua fo PNOC-EDS 


‘rota 13.2080 Bac CHAIRMAN 


20-hour water cutoff 


SOME AREAS OF MANILA WILL HAVE NO 
‘water for 20 hours starting 11:30 p.m., Saturday, 
July 15, until 7:30 p.m., Sunday, July 16. 

‘The water service interruption is due to the re- 
placement of the existing SOOmm-diameter gate 
Waive along United Nations Avenue cor. A. Mabini 
St, Ermita, Manila. 

“The areas that will have no water for 20 hours 
are the following: the area bounded by Luneta, UN 
Avenue, M.H. Del Pilar, A. Mabini St, Padre Faura 
St., M. Adriatico St, Pedro Gil St. (West), Pres. 
Qurino Avenue (West) and San Andres St (West); 
the area bounded by UN Avenue, Taft Avenue, 
Pres, Quirino Avenue and Roxas Boulevard: and 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
eee ct aed 


INVITATION FOR BEST OFFER 
(2nd PUBLICATION) 


“Tha Davao Cty Water Dict ough he Approved Budget tor 2008 ids 
To app fe sum cl P750000.00 beng ho Approved Buta ore Correct 
IAB to payments uncer contac as iod blow. Oterrcewed in excess of 
{he ABC that be automascatyrjected at be opaning of Deo. 

“The Davao Ciy Water District now inves Bist tor the Supp of Oro (1) 
Unt 2nd hand Water Paar itonded lor ina haul Of water for buman 


“The award shal be given 1o the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bid 
Howover the ons 1s subject for to inspection of ho DOWO authorized 
[eorosoriave as pat ot he evant procedure elore 1e award gen fo 
merone 

Pease attach picture and copy o latesi registration cortäiesie 

Iriaresioc Ber may obtain xr niormaton tor Davao Chy Wale Distt 
[Td tapec the Bang Documents a! Pe address gwon bsiow hom 80D asm 
tpiosoopm 

‘i opening shal be at he DCWD BAC-A Secretariat Otice, JP. Laurei Ave 
Bajada. Davao Ciy on July 27,2008 @ 200 am. 

e misoa openedin me prusenoa cle Basen merroiates whe choose 
“The Dae Ciy Wister Disiet reserves he a scat os relaci any Be 1o 
Eraut he bids proces, and 1o rapaci at cs a! ay tne prior fo contract 
‘San. wut Wereby neuring any Raby toe alte Beer or Bidders 


‘Davao Cty Water District 
BcA 


‘BUY SELL PAWN] 


the area bounded by UN Avenue, Tripa De Galina, 
Pedro Gil St. and Taft Avenue. 

“The repair and maintenance works are part of 
‘Maynilad’s continuing program to upgrade and im- 
prove its service to customers in these areas. 

‘Affected customers are advised to store water 
‘good for the duration of the water service interrup- 
Hon. They may also cali Maynilad Water Hotline 
1626 or text Maynilad through SMART 7001626 


WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 


0817-3673744 


forthe water-rationing schedule. 
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Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 

Republie ot the Philippines 

Province ot Nueva Vacaya 

‘Municipality of Solano 
Design, Site Development and Construction of the Proposed New Soiano 
'pubic/Commerciai Market Annex Bung Project 
Design and ConstrucvBud Scheme 
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© FLORENTINA L. SALAS 


February 5, 1913 to July 11, 2006 


Has peacefully joined her Creator 
on July 11, 2006 at the age of 93. 


Her children Ernie Salas & ChiChi; 
grandchildren Rhoda, Jun-Jun, Ronnie (t), 
Carlo & Patrice; great granddaughter Patty, relatives 
and friends request the pious readers to pray 
for her eternal rest and everlasting happiness. 


Her remains lie in state at San Francisco Chapel, 
Sanctuario de San Antonio, Makati City. 


Interment will be on Saturday, July 15, 2006 
at 3:00 p.m. at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina 
after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at San Francisco Chapel, 
Sanctuario de San Antonio, Makati City. 


CLASSIFIED 
ADS 


Peacefully joined our Creator 
on July 9, 2006 at the age of 88. 


Children, Lourdes, Myrna, Manuelito (+), Avelino, Danilo (+), 
Betty, Mario, Wilfredo (+), Mamerto (+ 


Morris, Melandro, 


Matthew and Melissa; daughters-in-law; sons-in-la 
grandchildren and great grandchildren; nephews and niece: 
relatives request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Supreme Court... 


His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Inc. 
at Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Landbank & 
Samar I Electric... 


LTO. 


Interment will be on Saturday, July 15, 2006 at Eternal Gardens 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass at Arlington Memorial Chapels. 
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BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capitol, Cebu Oty 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
“TheProvec ot Cebu. trough as Bids and Anaras Come ast (BAC-NFRA). 
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DTI slaps duty on detergent ingredient 


a Gov't move seen protecting local chemical industry 


DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 


Ri potag oed n By Ronnel W. Domingo gation showed that the surge in investigation. the requirements of downstream 
E-mail Address: Itombox@tto.gov.ph ” Website: www.ko.gov.ph n as a olar ap e of ags has eps ead the DTI Sapakan industries, Laine 
P > JEPARTMENT OF TRADE caused a decline in the domestic cide whether to impose a final Last April, the labor sector unit 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid and Industry yesterday said it was industry's market share, produc- safeguard measure based on the of advocacy group Fair Trade Al 
Republic of the Philippines imposing a provisional safeguard tion, capacity utilization, produc- Commission's findings. Jiance backed Chemphil Albright 
PROCUREMENT OF TWO-WAY RADIO COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT duty on a key ingredient used in tivity, sales and profitability,” he “This action signifies the gov- and Wilson Corp.'s petition for a 
‘he Land Transportation Oe, hough Fund 151 (4VUC) tends to appiy tbe | manufacturing detergents explained. ‘emment’s commitment to extend safeguard duty on STPR 
The Land Torito Nine Hundred Thy Four Thousand Thee Hundred Sateen | The move was prompted by ts avila said the provisionalsafe- theappropriatesaferynetstopre- “(Imposing an additional duty) 
Pint Pease 316.00 being ne Approved Sudgel othe Contact ABC) ot | findings that the surge in imports guard measure would serve as a vent the demise of local indus- is just and fair, given the predato- 
raae ro rp reg fico aes of the main raw material used in temporary relief to local firms tries facing intense competition ry behavior of the importers-ex- 
‘i Land Trenpertaton Olea now nites Bids om eg Bidders othe manufacturing detergents had that claimed they were suffering ` from increased imports,"hesaid. porters involved in the dumping 
items, The requted delivery schedule wil be indicated in the approved Contract caused “serious injury” to local from the influx of imports. ‘Also, ‘Trade Undersecretary of STPP from China into the do- 
‘The description of an ebgible Bidder s contained in Section it of the Bidding | manufacturers. “We have set itat alevel which Zenaida C. Maglaya said there mestic market and given the now 
Documents. ITB. ‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila we believe would be sufficient to would benoshortage of thechemi- comatose state of the domestic 
Bing wl be conducted hough pen competi ing proces using non: [said an additional P14.15 would prevent the industry from sus. cal in the market even with the industry" the FTA-Labor said. 
iscrotionary passitail criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and | be charged for every kilogram of taining further injury that would provisional safeguard measure. ‘The group said imported STPP 
rem Slag Pal pores ‘3184, aherwine town as he | imported technical grade sodium be difficult to repair unless apro. “Our studies have shown that now accounts for 60 percent of 
propstrsups organizations wih al least sity percent (50%) aano curry | tripolyphosphateor STPPTG.  visional measure is taken now,” the effect of the provisional mea- the market, with shipments 
plano chvers ol be Prappoes andio dizens or ogarzairs | Favila said the measure wasto hesaid. sure on the cost of detergents shooting up 140 percent a year 


Sla cmt be opciones fut povier | beeffective"200 daysfrom theis., He ‘added that the DTI would would be negligible and will not from 2000. 
pine citzers, pursuant to Republic Act and subject to Saak Oiti asard erremin mA pres an 
Fp ten pursuant Hpac Aet S183 (RA. STE and saeco | suance of a relevant Customs immediately forward the records substantially affect prices of d “This STPP surge is truly sud- 


Memorandum Order, which was ofthe case to the Tariff Commis-  tergents," Maglaya said. den, massive and debilitating for 
Sannt wb oped The process for he eigiy checks deacbed in Secon 

Peck wissen Gocunents TE. Te bass eth he Lowest Cacdate Bi LCB) | Published today. Sion, which would conduct its The domestic manufacturer the local producers,” the group 
alte Sng Documents, 8, Te adoman der 1o Trath deiermine | “The findings of DTPs investi- own public hearing and formal has sufficient capacity to supply added. 


esponsiveness ofthe bi 1o technical and nancial requrencnts ol the poet. The 
(erat shal hen be awarded tothe Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder 


iMidemanneomrmmmenn | Kraft to bring tariff dispute to Customs court 


fad inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below Irom 8:00 AM. 10 


5:00 Pa By Christine A. Gaylican Organization, posed of member-countries ofthe our products are all sugar. We in- 
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volgen se eeintieaneutst | KRAFT FOODS CORE, ONE OF enues with which to resolve the tasked to ensure the free move- ponents to our products such as 
Fe cae | the world's largest food and bew- aif issue said Tod Gimbel, mentof goods acrosscouniesby vitamins, favorings and other 
eee ei isc eld Ctorencs apan toon | Cage companies, hrenploring the “Kraft Foods Asia ecicensporte harmonizing automi pracnicet, „orties oada 

The Lan Transportator a Coeraca aaen gen | possibilty of bringing its tariff and government affairs director, | Gimbel said it was looking at „Gimbel said that if kraf, loses 
Avenue, Quezon Cy dispute with the Bureau of Cus- in an interview yesterday. this option even if its local unit, its case, the company would have 
tes ae eighty equronents must be dvd he adess below on or balore | toms before the World Customs The France-basedWCO iscom- Kraft Foods Philippines, had al- to pass on the added cost to its 
‘hy 26,2006 al 200 P.M. AI bias must be accompanied by a Bid Securty in any ready filed a petition with the consumers in the Philippines. 
alr alowng torm; Court of Tax Appeals “Increasing the tariff would be 


Form of Security ‘Winimam Amount in % oF ] The petition seeks to reverse very detrimental to our business 
Approved Budget forthe .. the BoC order that said that im- and to consumers,” said Gimbel. 
—— SS Your can earn More With | pored premix juices witha sug- He said the company had not 
T. Cash, cenie d arcent 


oe Sorte mote han 68 pers, received any noice om the BoC, 
ena sa Teen 7 S runaa Kenkia Tan ard ool weh cried wuld lew 
ee PSBank’s HIGHER RATES | ža Seud be levist a seper- Kato continue paying the low 


Sener of creda 
Z. Bank Guarantee ‘One and a hall Percent (7 112%) S1909 sigoot Sep.ogate $100,000 mi ‘ Aen: duy, ra e pes re 
Soe See ee x Ex x op Kraft is currently paying justa it would post a bond equivalent 
Foreign pve gutaton | One hundred Percent (OP 1month | 3.13% | 3.25% | 3.38% | 3.63% | 3.percent duty on its premix to the 38-percent tax on its high- 
DRNA 2 months | 3-25% | 3-38% | 3.50% | 3.75% | juices, citing the common effec- sugar content beverages pending 


3 months | 3.38% | 3.50% | 3.50% | 3.81% | tive preferential tariff rare ofthe the resolution of the case by the 
Bi opening shat be on Jy 2,206 ai 2.00 P.M. at LTO-Ubrary, East Aer, l : : 
ee ee pira a cant a ||| e f a3 36% | 330k | sre aask. | Meese ot Sethe er eee pa 
chee anda sess be T2 months] 3.50% | 3.57% | 3.63% | 4.00% | “ew p 


Tne Land Transporation Offce reserves the right 1o accept or rejact any Bi, to aA “We would liketothinkthatwe by the local sugar sector, which 
annul the bidding process, and to reject all Bids at any ume prior to contract award, T e were not targeted intentionally has been urging government to 
‘eahout hereby incumng any kab othe allectad Bidder or Bidders. when the order was issued, be- stop allowing Kraft Foods from 
Land Transportation Otice Cause its primary intent at that importing premix juices at such 
Any. Jimmy G. Pesigan, Chairman, BAC time was to stop the prevalent low tariffs. 


aut Avene, Quezon Ciy Open an account $ PSBank smuggling of sugar. We however, “More than the industry, it is 
(03 9219077  eletax fae at BIE) seem to have been gotten caught the national government that is 
Engr. Robert S. Se - Chairman, BAC Sub-Commitee any i) 


inthe ner,” Gimbel said. placed at a gross disadvantage. 
oa a ae PSBank branch MWe did not change our prod- Where revenue should be flowing 
nationwide! uct it always has been deter- in terms of tariff, it is being cur- 

God ATTY, G. PSIGAN BATY DLs L Sed sshaveasugar concent of ald sid Jose Maria Zabaleta, 

pon buy 541,208 aa aa enan an an md a 1772 | more than 65 percent, but that executive director of the Philip- 


ESTA w 0917 AEE for Gabe doormen u aea, does not necessarily mean that pine Sugar Millers Association. 


Does recruitment give 


you a headache? 
What do you do? 


Manpower will provide you a tailored outsourced solution to end your recruitment 
headaches. Our resources can be allocated to any or ail steps of the recruitment 
process, delivering results while you focus on your core business. For your cost-effective 
and efficient outsourcing and human resource requirements, call 878-2700 or visit 
www.manpower.com.ph today. 
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Long live 


THAVE TWINS AND WE ARE CELEBRATING 
their first birthday, Do you have any ideas 
for entertainment that is out of the ordi- 
nary? 1 don’t like magicians or bubble 
shows, Can you please recommend? And 
do you have corn dog, burger, pimiento, 
and other children’s party recipes that L 
can try out, too? Hopefully easy recipes... 
hardly cook and it would be safe to say that 
this is the first time I am venturing into it. 

CARLA C. 


My son Diego just recently celebrated his 
second birthday and I had a puppet show for 
him. ft was so much fun! Ie’ perfect for that age 
group. T chose Sesame Street, Barney and 
Nemo! It ran for about 15 minutes, The pup- 
pets were nice, clean, and not at all gusgusin- 
fooking! The puppet stage and the sound sys- 
tem they set up were not bad at all! 1 think it 
was well worth it! Call Peps Avecilla at 
8251170, 0917-8437377. 

‘And since you are brave enough to try and 
cook for your parry, here are some of my most 
simple children's party recipes. Happy birthday 
to your twins, And good luck on your first real 
attempt at cooking. 


Delicious Corn Dog 
1Lecom meal 
2call-purpose flour 
Yesugar 
eggs 
2 tsp baking powder 
1 4c fresh milk 
‘Combine ingredients in a bowl. Mix well 
Dip skewered hotdogs on batter and deep fry in 
hotoil. 


Mini Pork Barbecue 

Ya kg pork, sliced thin 

Ya c condensed milk 

2tbspsugar 

2rbsp garlic paste 

3 tbsp soy sauce 

2 tbsp hoisin sauce 

Combine ingredients and marinate. Skewer 
meat pieces and grill. 


Burgers 

Ground beef—¥%kg lean meat, ¥kg beef fat 
2 tsp Worcestershire sauce 

Vac grated onion 

2 sp garlic powder 

2tsp onion powder 

2 tbsp cream. 

Salt 

Pepper 

Combine ingredients and form into patties. 
Grill. 


Cheese Pimiento Sandwich Filling 

2e grated cheddar cheese 

Ya c roasted bell pepper, peeled and chopped 
Vac cream cheese 

Ys c condensed milk 

2 tbsp sugar 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Mix all the ingredients until well combined. 


Chicken Sandwich Filling 
2echicken breast, boiled and flaked 
1 c mayonnaise 
1 c apples, chopped, squeezed with lemon 
juice 
Ya ccelery chopped 
salt, pepper, sugar to taste 


Tknow that a lot of people dislike cilantro 
but Ilove it. Do you have recipes for cilantro, 
other than using it just for garnish? Prefer- 
ably seafood. 

MRS. M. REYES 


Sure do, Mrs, Reyes! Remember, cilantro is 
wansuy and coriander. Not kinchay! 


Cilantro Shrimp 

1/3colveoll 

Vac bunter 

‘negate 

14 kg tomatoes, chopped 

1 that chili or labuyo, to taste 

Ya c white wine, stock or water 

1 kg shrimps, peeled, de-veined, tails left in- 
tact 

2ecilantro 

1 tbsp honey 

Heat oil and butter. Sauté garlic and toma- 
toes. Cook tomatoes until they are soft, Add 
chilies and wine and let simmer for three more 
minutes. Add shrimps. Add rest of the ingredi- 
ents Season to taste. 


Oven-baked Guinataang Lapu-Lapu 

1 whole lapu-lapu, approximately 2 kilos, 
cleaned and scored 

“sp lime or kalamansi juice 

2ibspalveall 

Combine kalamansi juice and vegetable oil. 
Pour over lapu-lapu. Put fish on baking dish. 
Cover with foil, Bake in pre-heated 350°F oven 
for 30-40 minutes, 

Sauce: 

Mac vegetable oil 
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‘Bulanglang’ finds 
its place in a museum /C4 
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How to entertain the kids 
and what to feed them 


KITCHEN RESCUE CG ) 


Reggie Aspiras 


Kiddie party recipes, 
seafood with cilantro and 
crispy ‘lechon kawali’ 
from Reggie’s kitchen 


2c finely chopped onion 

Vac chopped cilantro 

2tsp minced garlic 

2 tsp minced ginger 

Chili, thai or labuyo, to taste, sliced 

‘Te chopped fresh tomatoes 

tsp turmeric 

1 c coconut milk, second extraction 

1 ccoconut milk, first extraction 

3tspfish sauce 

3 tsp sugar 

Heat oil and sauté onions until translucent. 
Add cilantro, garlic, onions, ginger, chilies, 
fresh tomatoes, turmeric and second extraction 
of coconut milk. 

‘Simmer for 5 minutes or until tomatoes are 
soft, Add first extraction of coconut milk. Bring 
toone boil 

Season to taste with fish sauce and sugar. 
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Pour over baked fish. Serve. 


What is the trick to making lechon kawali 
crispy? Can I have a recipe? Mine comes out 
soggy. 

ANNAPELEA 


1kg liempo, whole 

2ispsalt 

1 tsp pepper 

Boil liempo in enough water, add salt and 
pepper and cook the meat until fork tender. 
Once render, leave the liempo in its stock. 

Deep-fiy in hot oil. Make sure ol is hot be- 
fore putting your liempo. Perfect temperature 
for oil is 350°F so it browns the meat exterior 
quickly. 

Tf you are not frying immediately, keep the 
liempo in the freezer submerged in stock. Be- 
fore frying, thaw and bring the pork ro one boil 
before deep frying. The fact that it is sub- 
merged in stock makes the pork blister when 
fried and when it blisters, it guarantees a crisp 
kawali. So you must not dry the liempo out. 
From the stock, the wet liempo goes straight to 
the frying pan filled with hot oil to deep fry. 

‘Once the popping stops, the kawali is ready. 

‘Two weeks ago I wrote about Fish and Co. 
and completely forgot to give their telephone 
number and where it’s located. My apologies! 
Tes called Alzheimer's! 

For all those who e-mailed, here it is: 
Shangri-La Edsa Plaza Mall, tel. 9102140; and 
Greenbelt 3, 7297431. 

By the way, if you have not wied their cold 
shrimp and pasta salad, that's yummy, too! 
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ararnar sepana 


POP" 


chemical peels because it is non-invasive, nones 
requires no down time after treatment. 
E 
te Sun damaged skin 
Age spots 
Reduction of early aging fine lines 


# Reduction of acne scarring f 
* Extraction of blackheads‘and whiteheads 
Minor scar revision’ =..." 


An effective way of shaping your 
reducing the appearance of cellulite. 
suction combined with the<aeti 
stimulating the venous’and lymphati 


is,eliminated:from the body. 
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SKIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 77505) 
MALATE 5259917092131 7341 


FREE!!! 


on DIAMOND ULTRAPEEL 


(obi Siglo 


¥ Blending of cosmetic surgery or laser treatments 


Introducing ENDOSLiM,, 


motorized rollers lift and roll the skin, thereby 


As a result, toxins-and abnormal fluid retentioi 


536-3333 u...094-SLIMMERS 
CALL US 


www.slimmersworld.com.ph 


FTE SRE ee 


are SLAMIMERS) LOSE UP,TO 16in’ 
S i lites IN 60 MINUTES: | 
= ‘WITH BODY METRICS! | 


nous aeann n 


GET 1 M 
FREE!!! 


on Fitness Programmes. 


NO JOINING FEES! CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 
MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL CENTERS, torce remi r27. senes eraoo: 
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DIAMOND ULTRAPEEL.- For beautiful, smooth white skin. 
Diamond Ultrapeel is Skin Resurfacing 


Resurfacing Is a wonderful alternative to laser or 


surgical & 


5 FREE 


PERSONAL? TRAINING 
SLOTS* 


*SAVINGS APPLY TO FULL PROGRAMMES. 
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bodyd 
‘The gentle 
on of the 


ic systems. 


(75466377) 


MEGAMALL Ruby/Krishna 631-4869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maar/Val 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Dino/Jigas 681-5333 


ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/iannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
CEBU Juna/Anne 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Anna 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL. Lani/onah 893-8935 
MALATE 


BINONDO 242% 


SUBIC Beth 
TRAFALGAR Emily 


87/09183912510 78224399 CALOOCAN 365 


ML OAMALL 637154409162479753 PASAY RD. 8873530/09 156893088 PASIG 6473816/09273413) 
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ORANGE Julius N 
Classic Smoothies 
are made from 
fresh fruits. 


JUSTIN Holtkamp (right), director of 
International marketing of American Dairy 

and Tony Tian, DQ's Asla 
marketing manager 


By Vangie Baga-Reyes 


EMEMBER THE ICE CREAM 
blended with generous portions of 
rge chunks of Oreo cookies and 

M&M's candies? 

The ice cream was poured into a cup and 
served upside down to show how thick and 
creamy it was, and indeed not a single drop 
‘would fall to the floor. 

Blizzard, as it was called, îs back! 

Dairy Queen (DQ), maker of the popular 
Blizzard, has been back in the Philippines for 
four months now under a new franchisee, the 
Araneta Group of Companies food division, 
Philippine Pizza Inc. International Dairy 
Queen, Inc. (IDQ) awarded the franchise to 
the Aranetas after years of negotiations. 

"Its the best and the biggest ice cream 
chain in the world, So, why should we not get 
it?" said Jorge Araneta, chair of the Araneta 
Group. "We knew people were happy with DQ 
products..we are excited to bring it back to 
those who still rave its goodness.” 

DQ, which was out of the local ice cream P a 


ia | Sees 
TSE 
Start your day with dimsum 


Greenhiis Shopping Center, SM Megamall Bidg. B 
Basement and Glorietta 2, Ayala Center branches. 


DAIRY Queen's 
wale treats 


Low 
JULIUS gourmet hotdog 


Taxi meter should be.in plain view 


‘American Fare," buttet lunch or dinner at P980+ per 
person, Dishes include Oven-baked Monterey Jack 
Chicken, Black Pepper Lamb, Rib Eye with Herb 
Paste, Rib finger wth BBO Sauce, Glazed Pork Leg 
with fruit compote and Honey Pork Tenderloin wiin 
Jack Daniel Sauce. Call 8548888. 


ally get off if find that the meter is 
trying to set a new speed record). I 
also want to have the fare ready 
‘when the cab stops so I do not 
waste time searching for the right 
amount. 


Waiting for Godot 

‘One of the most stressful experi- 

es for me is wating for delivery 
of items I purchased or for techni- 
cians to service malfunctioning 
appliances. 

Despite assurances they would 
arrive within a certain time peri 


By Linda B. Bolido many households, everyone is off 
somewhere—school, office, mar- 
ket, church, club meetings, 
ete.—every day that delivery peo- 
ple cannot just show up any time 
they want to and expect somebody 
tobe waiting for them 
In many instances, waiting for 
delivery involves some inconve- 
niences—schedules have to be re- 
arranged, appointments canceled. 
‘Thus, it should be no surprise if, 
like me, people get so irritated 
when delivery people fail to show 
upwhen expected. 


Advice 

Regular reader Kenneth Harti- 
gan-Go advises motorists to check 
the time stamped on tickets 
sued by pay parking places. He 
said, in one such place, they ar- 
rived after 12 noon but he found 


PABLE of issuing receipts is wel- 
come news but something more 

basic should be done first. Meters 
should be installed in spots where 
passengers can easily read 
them—on the dashboard instead of 
being buried underfoot, almost lit- 
erally 

All over the world, meters are 
placed at eye level of passengers 
but here they are usually installed 
behind gearshifts. You have to be 
some kind of contor- od, they invariably 
tionist to read the show up much lat- 
fare. The location of er, 
the meter seems to THE CONSUMER 
turn some drivers in- 
to magicians. 

1 have been in cabs where me- 


I NSTALLING TAXI METERS CA- 


KIMPURA offers its sushi sashimi selections at a 20 
percent discount July 14-31. Choices are sashirm an 
sushi combinations, sashimi, nigiri sushi, maki 
mono, and temaki. Kimpura has been serving fine 
authentic Japanese dishes for over 35 years, Open 
dally for lunch and dinner, the restaurant has two out- 
lets at 2/L, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati (tel. 
8932307, 8924456), and Greenhills 
Shopping Center, San Juan (7218816, 
7218889). 


HERITAGE Hotel's Restaurant Riviera presents “Ol 


Dint 
INTERCONTINENTAL Manita pro- 
Sents Spanish food Testal, “Favor of Barcelona 
Sly 18-31. Diners wif have the chance to win oud 
tip kets tor toto Barcelona, courtesy of Singa 
pore Aries or a Mediterranean cruise or wo torm 
Princess Cruises. Meanhil, Gambrinus now see 
Continental breakfast. 7-11:30 am., for P560 per 


The other day, 
after waiting for 

more than a week 
for a new bed frame, the store fi- 


ters seem to be connected to the 
gearshift. Every time the driver 
shifts gears, the fare goes up (a 
taxi driver told me, though digital 
meters were supposed to be tam- 
per-proof, ingenious Filipinos had 
managed to find ways to “im 
prove" their running speed). 

Sometimes, the driver turns off 
the meter before you can read the 
fare. You are left with no choice 
but to accept the driver's state- 
ment of how much you are sup- 
posed to pay, unless you have a 
good idea of what the fare should 
be. 

don’t know about other people 
but 1 like to keep track of the 
amount registered in the meter so 
Tean tell if it is running fast (I usu- 


MOBILE KUSINA AT THE MALL WILL PRE- 
sent "Learn, Cook and Earn," a free cooking 
demonstration on July 29, 1-4 p.m., at the 
Activity Center ot SM Cagayan de Oro Clty. 
Cnet Canay Lu of Candy's Café wili share 
recipes tor caterers or food kiosk operators. 
The session wil also cover the basics of food 
costing and others. 

Exchange three empty wrappers of Magno- 
Tia, Monterey and Puretoods Hormat for an 
admission ticket at the venue. 

Mobile Kusina at the Mall Is sponsored 
by Monterey, Dari Creme Classic, Magnolia 
‘Quickmelt Cheese, Purefoods Chunkee 
Corned Beef, Magnolia Chicken, Magnolia 
Nutri Oll and Purefoods Supremo Vinegar. 
Co-sponsors are SM Supermalls, Giad 
Wraps, GE Appliances, Ariston and Sunnex 
Cookware. My Great Food Club members 
are encouraged to attend, 

‘Call 6322000, 6719876 jocals 2771, 402, 
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nally called up to say I should ex- 
pect it the morning of the follow- 
ing day. I called up the next day to 
confirm and was told to expect it 
that morning 

By 1 p.m. the item had not ar- 
rived, Iwas told to expect it before 
5 pam. I don't know what time 
zone they are in but 5 p.m. is way 
past morning, even by Filipino 
time. 

Tam willing to accept a promise 
as vague as morning or even 
stretch morning to 1 p.m. But to be 
told to expect delivery in the 
morning and then be made to wait 
until 5 p.m. is definitely unaccepr- 
able. 

What many establishments do 
not seem to understand is thar, in 


out later that their parking ticket 
was stamped 11 a.m. They had to 
pay extra for exceeding the mini- 
mum time of three hours. Go ad- 
mitted he was at fault for not 
reading the ticket. His advice is to 
check the parking ticket before 
leaving the car in the garage. 


(Our regular columnist, Mariet- 
ta V Giron, is indisposed. Please 
send letters to The Consumer 
Lifestyle Section, Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, Chino Roces Ave. cor. Mas- 
cardo and Yague Sts., Makati City; 
PO Box 2353 Makati Central Post 
Office, 1263 Makati; or e-mail 
Dolido@inquirercom.ph —Edi- 
tor) 


WARM UP for the rainy days with the French 


Baker's new Bacon Potato Soup, which is made 
with real potatoes and bacon bits, and served in 


bread bowl. You may follow it up with the 


Spinach Fettuecini Carbonara, made from fresh 
spinach. The French Baker has over 30 branches 


inand around Metro Manila, including 
Pampanga, Dasmariñas, Metro Cebu, the new 
SM Clark and SM Mall of Asia. 


Cooking demo in CDO 


404 and 405 or log on to www-mygreat- 
food.com. 


‘Seminars on cooking, food serving 
Maya Kitchen will conduct the Watering and 
Bartending seminar on July 18, 22 and 29, 
2-6 p.m. The course covers waitering eti- 
auett,tabe setup, bussing 
ut, napkin folding and skirting: + 
Classieatlon of wie and spir- 
Is, types of glasses, mixing 
and serving ot drinks, with spe- 
tial pulutan recipes as a bonus. 

Maya wil also conduct the four-day "Basic 
Culinary.” July 18-2, 9a.m.-2 p.m. that wil 
cover, among other things, proper hygiena, 
Santation and safely and nutron and nutri- 
tional cooking. 

“Meringue Delights,” to be conducted July 
22,9a.m-1 pmm., wil covor Sansrival, Sy- 
vannas, Brazo de Marcedes, etc. 


CLASSES 


“Fundamentals of Bakery Production” will 
be offered on July 25-28, S am.-1 p.m. It of- 
fers, among others, hands-on introduction on 
bakeshop specialties. 

“Advanced Cooking" willbe held July 25- 
28, 2-6 p.m. It wil cover advanced tech- 
niques for food safety, etc 

“Free Baking Demo" will be held 
July 28, 4-5 p.m. f will include 
baking business, product applica- 
tion with Maya Mixes, etc. Pre-reg- 
istration is required. Present three 
empty packages of any Maya Hotcake or Hot- 
cake Mixes. 

“Snack Meals” willbe tackled July 29, 
Sam pm. 

Visit the Maya kitchen (Tuesday-Satur- 
day). BF, Liberty Building, A. Arnaiz Avenue 
(formerly Pasay Road), Makati City, or call 
8921185 or 8925011 locat 108. E-mail 
mkitchen@uttimate.Into.com.ph. 


‘ 


Registration ongoing for seminar 

Registration for ProActive Centers “Mar. 
aging a RestauranGanteen Seminar- Work: 
Shop" and the "Managing a Catering Business 
Workshop" is ongoing. 

‘Call 6673369 or 0915-4315875. Seminar 
tee is Inclusive ot manual and handouts, 
workshop materiais, and certticate ot com- 
pletion. 

‘Workshops wil cover planning the con- 
cept, menu, location. layout and equipment; 
hygiene and santation: human resource de- 
velopment; costing. pricing and cost control 
among others: 


Garlic dishes and kebabs 
The Reggie Aspiras School ot Culinary Arts 
will conduct the following classes: 

“ly 14—Garlic "08 (all now): Homemade 
Cheese and Garlic Bread, Roasted Garlic 


person. Executive chef Patrick Fournes presents a 1a 
carte Magnificent 8 Gourmet sandwiches consisting 
of Chicken Liver Pat 
Cheese, Tomato and Buffalo Mozzarella, Smokeo 
Chicken Breast, Chicken BBQ, Salmon Rillette, der! 
Burger and Club Sandwich. Call 8159711 


Chili Tuna and Melted Gruvere | 


SOMETHIN’ Fishy presents new Japanese bento uox 
at P275. Choices include Sukiyaki, Ebi Tempura 
Saimon Teppan, Beef Teriyaki, Tonkatsu, Tendon) 
Steak, Yakitori and Kani Bacon bento boxes. Alsu 
available are Japanese Hunger Buster Platters at 
P150. The ongoing Swordtsh Festival offers Siz 

or Grilled Swordfish Steak, Swordfish Steak in bi 
Bean Sauce, Fried Swordfish with Somethin Fistiv 
Sauce and Swordfish Skewers at half off thelr regutar 
prices, Located at Units 82 and B3, Eastwood C 1v 
walk, OG, Gall 4212121. 


JUSIT Hotel Nikko's Fiesta San Miguel present 
nay Hot Pot." The Seafood Hot Pot costs P7>\!+ 


Soup, Mixed Greens and Cold Cut Salad «1t 
Fried Caesar Dressing, Roasted Garlic ar 
Lobster Pasta, Bralsad Lamb in Garlic, Fst 
Garlic Tomato Sauce, Sun-drled Tomato «1 
Garlic Roast Chicken 

July 15—Wonderful Chicken Recipes. 
now): Corn Bread Chicken, Citrus Infuse Is 
Smoked Halnanese Style Chicken with Lev 
Grass Rice, Clay Pot Chicken, Grand Ma 
Lacquered Chicken, Curry Roast; side d+ 

July 17—Kebabs '06 (all new): Kebab» st 
Bot Wrapped in Angus Fat, Best Ever Lv 
Shish Kebab, Buttor Chicken Kebabs, Misr 
Vegetable Kebabs, Homemade Pita, Sali) 
rice and sauces 

July 19—Havana (all new): Authentic Ar 
rozala Cubana, Prawns Cubana In Rum: n»: 
Sugar Glaza, Chicken with Bananas (Po! 
Platanos), Rabo Encendido (Ox Tal Sta 
‘Beans and Rice, Cuban-stye Flan 

Cali 3289296, 9273008, 6335162. 


Jorge Araneta says 

„they just had to get 
the best and the 

“biggest ice cream 


chain in the world N 


scene for two years, is now at the Food Express, 
3/L, Gateway Mall. It has a bigger customer 
counter and a wider selection ofice creams, 

‘DQ also brought in Orange Julius for its fruit 
smoothies and gourmet hotdog products. 

‘Justin Holtkamp, director of international 
‘marketing of American Dairy Queen Corpora- 
tion, said: "DQ operates in 22 countries, but 
Asia-Pacific, led by Thailand with over’ 160 
stores, is our biggest market, China comes next 
with 65 stores. Hopefully, the Philippines will 
Join the (leaders). 


Satisfying treats 

DQ has been making cold treats since 19405 
in Kankakee, Ilinois. 

The Blizzard—ice cream with premium 
cookies and candy bits blended together—has 
become the top seller since it was put on the 
menu in 1985. The most popular Blizzard fa- 
vors include Oreo Cookies, chocolate-chip 
cookie dough, M&M's, Reese's Peanut Butter 
Cup and Butterfinger, 

"ce cream on coneis plain ice cream. Sund: 
has chocolate or strawberry syrup on top. Bli 
zard is ice cream and cookies mixed all the way 
through and thats what makes it unique. Ie is 
served upside down to show how thick our ice 
creamis. And we add very large cookie and fruit 
pieces so with every bite you get the real flavor," 
Holtkamp said. 

‘DOs Blizzard has hundreds of different fia- 
vors globally. But, for the local market, DQ of- 
fers only a dozen flavor initially. 

"We put the ones that we think are the best 

Sand especially formulated for the local taste. 
Eventually, we will bringin new and exotic fa- 
vors like cheesecake Blizzard, different choco- 
late chips, fruit toppings, branded cookies and 
candies. Some will stay on the menu, some (will 
be available) for only limited time," Holtkamp 
added. 

‘Aside from Blizzard, Dairy Queen also offers 
ice cream in waffle cones and bows, lattes, Dil- 
ly Bars (ice cream on stick) and sundaes. Also 
on the menu are Peanut Buster Parfait, a combi- 
nation of creamy smooth DQ softserve ice 
cream with peanuts and layered hot fudge; Ba- 


į nana Split, sof-serve covered in strawberry, 


and congee 


per person and the Meat Hot Pot, P650+ per person. 
Enjoy unlimited servings of fresh brewed beer 5:30-8 
p.m. for only P350 net per person. Benkay’s chef, 
‘Yoshiaki Tomiyama, presents rice toppings for the 
month of July, ranging from meat to seafood items. 
Each order is Served with an appetizer, pickles, miso 
soup and dessert. Benjarong's chef Tun offers five a la 
carte items with authentic Thai salad creations until 
July 23. Call 8673333. 


MANDARIN Orlontat's Tin Hau introduces new ala 
cart and set menus— trom Chinese roasts, cried 
Seafood varieties and abalone, Ive and tresh seafood, 
met pouty, noodles and ice to vegetarian dishes. A 

Ta carte dishes and set menus are avail- 
abie daly for unch, 41:30 am-2:30 
pam; dinner, 6:30-0:30 p.m Pasoo 

IG OUT ino teaturas special lunch at P980»: 

(adul), P510% (kis 5-12 years old), 
Monday-Saturday, unti Aug. 31. Diners can enjoy in- 
tematonal and Asian specialties. Seafood spocianies 
are avaltle every Friday. Paseo Uno is open 5-10-30 
dum for breaktast. 12:230 p.m- for lunch; 3-4 p.m, 

“for snaci; and & p.m- 12 mn tor dinner. Cal 7508888. 


THE RICHMONDE Grill features a caravan of Penang 
dishes until July 23. The Penang Food Caravan is 
priced at PBDO net per person, inclusive of coffee or 
tea. Lunch buffet is served every Sunday until Friday, 
14:20 a.m._2 p.m. Call 6387777 loc. 3409. 


MANILA Pavilion's Seasons serves the freshest 
sushi and maki rolls. Smorgasbord is priced at 
P900+ per person. Lunch buffets from 11:30 a.m.- 
8 p.m. Dinner, 6:30 -10:30 p.m. Call 5261212 loc. 
2818. 


THE BELLEVUE Hotat has opened a new Pastry Cor- 
ner which features cotfee concoctions, homemade 
cakes, breads and ube ensaymadas. Discounts on 
Selected pastries and breads are avaliable dally. Call 
776181. 


HYATT Rogency Manila's Café Al Fresco features 
“Pasta and Pizza Parade" until July 22. The festival 
features an array of real talian pizza. Call 8078019. 


pineapple and chocolate toppings, with 
‘whipped cream, arranged between two pieces 
of sweet banana; Pecan Mudslide, a layered 
concoction of thick DQ softserve, sweet 
caramel, rich fudge and crunchy pecans; and 
Moolate, a rich coffee and crushed ice blended 
with thick and creamy DQ softserve ice cream. 

“Most ice blended coffee beverages are just 
ice and coffee mixed together” said Holtkamp. 
“Our Moolate is a mix of ice, coffee and ice 
cream so it (is a) smoother, delicious cold coffee 


“Hong Kong Shopping 
_ Simply More Irresistibl 


el 
$ 
ial 


‘The health conscious may be happy to 
know DQ ice cream is actually low in fat. Iris 
94-percent fat-free, “If you (only) have an 
ice cream, its (either) fat-free or low-fat. Irs 
the flavoring and other add-ons that increase 
the calories,” Holtkamp said. 

DQ ice creams are made fresh every day. A 
‘machine behind the counter constantly churns 
out ice cream. At the moment, milk and cream 
‘come in from Thailand, 

‘But Holtkamp said, ‘As we add locations, we 
willbe sourcing our dairy products in the Philip- 


THURSDAY, JULY 13, 2006 C3] 


pines. One of our goals is to support the Philip- 
pine economy. So far, some fruits are sourced lo- 
cally such as bananas and oranges.” 

Available Orange Julius products include 
Julius Originals, classic smoothies blended and 
‘made with real fruits to create a smooth, rich 
and creamy drink. 

‘The Orange Julius chain, maker of popular 
fruit drinks for nearly 80 years, was bought by 
IDQ in 1987. After the purchase, IDQ included 
Orange Julius drinks in many Dairy Queen 
stores. 


Festival 


HONG KONG. LIVET. LOVE T! 


Get ready for the ultimate shopping extravaganza at the Hong Kong Shopping 
Festival from 24 june to 31 August, 2006. Discover everything you desire from 
great bargain hunes to top famous brands, with fabulous discounts and superb services. 
For late night shopping and dining, participating stores and restaurants will stay 
open till: 10pm or later, so you can indulge in longer hours of shopping fun. 


Get a chance to win fantastic prizes from the Hong Kong Shopping Festival 
Lucky Draw! Be sure to get your Bonus Guide containing loads of extra shopping 
and dinirig offers at any of the in-town HKTB Visitor Information & Services Centers. 
in between the shopping, your family can take a stroll aver to the plazas 
around the Hong Kong Cultural Centre and Clock Tower at Tsim Sha Tsui and 
feast their eyes on the nightly riultimedia water show - Aqua Fantasia. 


‘There's no better time, to visit and discover everything this city has to offer! 


To get the lacest trends and hot items plus fabulous offers from participating 
merchants of the Hong Kong Shopping Festival, visit our new mini website: 


3D/2N Visit Hong Kong Now Shopping Package fm U S$ 3 4 3 


Ne «Roundtrip Manila-Hong Kong Economy Class air ticket on Cathay Pacific Airways 
-Hotel accommodation (room only) 
CATHAY PACIFIC ‘Roundtrip airport/hotel transfers by seat-in-coach 


Airline of the Year 2008 


Call Cathay Pacific office at (02)7570888 Manila, (032)2313747 Cebu, (082)2228901 Davao or your travel agent for more detalls. 


‘Terms and Conditions: Tickets mest be sued and purchased from Cathay Pati ofice or from local travel agencles unl 28 August, 2006, Promo rates 
are vad for trane departing Manda or Cebu ul 31 August, 2006. Tichet is non-endorsable, non-refundable and noneroutable, Rate does not include tares. 
AI other terms znd conditions apply. 


Decongest. Decolgen: E? 


Doooigon rvw ieoron Docoigon" 


It symptoms porsiet, consult your doctor. 


i 


t & 


E 


A way with words 


THE MUSEO PUNTONG BATANGAN, 
the Batangas museum in the capital city, 
will be inaugurated mid-July but we re- 
cently had a chance to preview it. 

‘We had to don masks so we wc 
inhale fumes from paint and dust from the 
carpentry work, We were asked to imagine 
huge photos that had not been put up and 
recorded voices not yetin place. 

‘Anyone who has heard a Batanguefio 
speak will know what the word punto 
means—the intonation, as well as the 
words, 

Marian Pastor Roces, the curator and 
writer, explained that the focus of the 
museo was oral language. Her last work 
was for the Philippine Pavilion of the 
World Expo 2005 in Japan where she, to- 
gether with architect Ed Calma, was 
awarded the Gold Prize for the Best De- 
signed Pavilion, besting more than 100 
countries. 

Her experience includes 
managing several exhibits, 
some for the National Mus 
um, the Rizal Shrine, 
gros Museum, And nov, for 
her home province, she has 
conceptualized a museum 
that willbe the first ofits kind. 


History in 14 words 

Fourteen words in Batan- 
gas Tagalog were selected to 
show the province's history 
and culture. Those of us on 
that early tour expected “ola 
ey” and “gal” to be among those but the 
familiar expressions were not. 

Sull, the words could be heard in the 
audio-visual room, an area called Punto 
where one could hear the Batangueño 
way of speaking. 

“The chosen words are displayed in huge 
letters over specific sections. What some 
represented were easy to guess. Simba is 
fr religious rires. Awit is forthe songs. 

Others had to be explained. Baon 
shoul have the accent on the last syllable 
because it indicates something buried. A 
panoramic photograph of a feld with 
Trees, an oid uptumed banca and an over- 
grow of plants Jook fascinating until 
you learn it's the site of a mass burial of 
Both cholera victims generations ago and 
those kiled during the Filipino-American 
warin the eariy 19005. 

‘Kalumpang is not only the name of the 
river one crossesto goin or out ofthecity 
but is also a tree that figured in fertility 


COUNTRY 
COOKING 


Micky Fenix 


BULANGLANG accompanied by 
Batangas adobo and guinataang hito 


rites of the ancient people of Batangas. 
‘The tree is now gone in Batangas, except 
forthe preserved trunk in the museum. 

‘Batangas, by the way, gets its name 
from another tree, the batang. 
Apparently Batangas was @ 
forested area before the pop 
lation and progress boom. 

Because food is part of cul- 
ture, there is the word bu- 
langlang to indicate the cook- 
ing exhibit area. 

Bulanglang is a simple dish 
of several vegetables boiled to- 
gether in rice washing and fla- 
vored subtly with salt, ginger 
and sometimes with calamansi 
juice. A slightly swe 
‘an indication that the vegeta- 
bles are fresh, usually taken from a back- 
yard plot. Sometimes, the bulanglang can 
comprise of only one vegetable like the 
kibal, short string beans that have been 

ricot vert (green 


Different names 

Bulanglang is called by different 
names in other places. Is dinendeng in 
the Tocos, laswa in Negros and lloilo, 
and lawor-lawot in Leyte. The boiled veg- 
etable dish is served with some broth but 
isnotsoup. 

“The bulanglang was what we had for 
lunch, cut patola pieces floating on top. 1 
must confess that the invitation to the 
museum was not as attractive as the 
promise of eating at the ancestral home 
of the Pastors, the huge clan to which 
Marian belongs. 

We waited for lunch at the sala. We 
thought the old chairs were ergonomi- 
cally designed as they were so comfort- 


Get a 1% rebate with your 
Metrobank Credit Card 
at any Rustan Supermarket 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


itage, as well asthe bullet 
visiting Governor General 
Howard Taft that was still lodged 
of the ancestral 

entertained with an 
concerto by Antonio Past 


lawing baboy. Boi 
I pieces and flavored with a vineg 

mixture. The difference is 
sometimes cow brain are add 
chopped up and mixed in. That makes 
for a richer kilawing baboy, as we found 
cout wh 

The menu also it 
adobo, pork cooked inthe us 
colored orange with achau 
Hito (catfish) was cooked in coconut 
milk. And the pancit had chopped kamias 
instead of calamansi to provide the sour 
favor. 


Fiesta colors 


‘The fish, atalakitok, was steamed and 
then dressed up the way it's done in fies- 


{Ube jour Metrobank Credit Card when you shop at any Rustan Supermarket and recenve a 1% rebate 
With M Shopping, enjoy the wonder of one. 
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‘THE TABLE settingat 
the Pastor ancestral home 


‘That would be mayonnaise on top 

n red and green bell pepper, and 

oiled egg, yolks and whites sep 
|. all chopped and arranged in bands 
by color. 

In“ The Alice B. Toklas Cookbook,” the 
author wrote about decorating the fish 
that way for Pablo Picasso, only using 
mayonnaise made red with tomato 
paste, eggs in the same way, truffles and 
chopped herbs. When the Spanish artist 
saw the fish done so, he said it should 
have been for Henri Matisse, the French 
artist known for his use of colors. 

Our dessert was saba banana sweet: 
ened with sugar and coconut milk. The 
resulting sauce was very much like 
caramel and perfect with the vanilla ice 
‘ream that was served with the fruit. 

‘And so fortified, we went to visit the 
museum. Marian said to return for the 
formal opening. And, as if she read our 
mind, she said she would be serving food 
again on that day. 


E-mail 
‘yahoo.com. 


author at pinoyfoodo4@ 
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Chinese cuisine 
and beyond 


SIOPAO, SWEET AND SOUR PORK, 
fried rice—welve all enjoyed these 
Chinese favorites, whether at a dim- 
sum counter or lauriat-style at a 
grand old Chinese restaurant, These 
days, many Chinese restaurants are 
going beyond the tried and tested to 
{introduce innovative concepts in Chi- 
nese dining. But it all started in Bi- 
nondo where the lang liang Restau- 
rant first opened almost 100 years 
ago under the same ownership. 

Find out more about Chinese 
food—from recipes to kitchen 
equipment—from the latest issue of 
F&B World Magazine now available 
in newsstands around the country 
forP125. 

F&B World is the country's only 
trade magazine for the foodservice 
industry, read by F&B professionals, 
entrepreneurs and aspiring culinary 
students. In this latest issue, learn 
about  food-presentation trends, 
valuable tips in customer service, 
food safety in the kitchen and check 
out the latest software to manage 
your operations. 

Inside F&B World is Baking Press 
Magazine, the country’s first and on- 
ly publication dedicated to baking, 
pastry and confectionary arts. The 
latest issue is all about bread, from 
pugon-style pan de sal at Pan de 
Manila to European specialty breads 
at The French Baker. Regular con- 
tributors Heny Sison, Johntu Koa of 
“The French Baker, Penk Ching, chef 
Dennis Hipolito and chef Emie 
Babaran share their considerable ex- 
pertsein a variety of topics. 

RB World and Baking Press are 
published bi-monthly by Hinge IN- 
‘qui Publications ine 


